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Ar ER, in che et Senſe of the 
Word, and as it is diſtinguiſhed from 
Praiſes, Thankſgivings, or any other 
parts of Religious Worſhip, ſignifies / thoſe 
Deſires of our Souls, thoſe Petitions or Suppli- 
cations, which we offer up! to the my for 
the Supply of our Wants. 
But in many places of Scpidiano hs wotd- 
| Pg is uſed in a much larger and more 
comprehenſrve Senſe, ſo as to bak lee 
addreſs or application to the Deity, 
by way of Invocation, or — alin .- 
Name, or of : Adoration,” Praiſe, e e _— 
Confeſſion of Sin, - Profeſſions , Repentancs, 
i Vous, and Reſolutions. of Amenumnent and new 
I Obedience, Petitions' and Supplications for any 
5 Favours and Bleſſings, whether al or 
-Temporal, whether for ourſelves or others, 
together with the aſcribing of Glory q 1 
nour to God, rr Doxologies 5 thlge 
| word Prayer, I ſay, is frequently uled/iin 
. * Scripture, and in our common 1 of Speak- 
Img, in this large and comprehenſive Senſe. 
{SF The Obligations, that Ns axon us to the 
practice of Rebaious Wort W. Mall the Parts 
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the conſideration of God as the ſupreme inde- 
pendent Being, poſſeſſed of all poſſible per- 
fections, the Creator, Preſerver, and Gover- 
nor of the whole Univerſe, who hath a ſove- 
reign Dominion over all, and taketh care of all 
the Creatures he hath made; who is the Foun- 
tain and Original of all Perfection and Happi- 
neſs, the Author and Giver of all Good; and 
partly, from the conſideration of ourſelves, 
and the relation we ſtand in to him, as his 
Creatures, the ſubjects of his moral Kingdom, 
the Objects of his Fatherly Care and kind 
Providence, depending upon him for all 
things, being always under his Dominion and 
Government, and accountable to him for our 
Conduct. And to preſerve in our own Minds, 
and acknowledge to the World, this our ſenſe 
of his Greatneſs, Excellency, and Dominion, 


and our own ſubjection and dependence; and 


to excite, cheriſn, and ſtrengthen all pious 
and good Affections in our own Hearts and in 
the Hearts of others, ſeems to be the principal 
end and deſign of Prayer, and indeed of all re- 


ligious Worſhip. 


For, we do not pretend by our Prayers to 
give information to the Deity, as if he were 
ignorant of any thing, ſeeing he knoweth all 
Things, and is acquainted with our Wants 
and Neceſſities before we aſk him: Nor do 


we ſuppoſe, . that we can prevail with him by 
our ſolicitations, to alter the Rules of his Go- 


vernment, 
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vernment, or to grant any Favours, which he 
is not, from his own Goodneſs diſpoſed to com- 
municate: For the Plan of his Adminiſtra- 
tion, being the reſult of infinite Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, is not to be changed; and he is al- 
ways diſpoſed to communicate Happineſs to 
his Creatures, ſuitably to their ſeveral natures, 
ſo far as they are qualified for it. And Prayer 
is a part of this Plan, and a means to diſpoſe 
and qualify us to receive the Bleſſings and Fa- 
vours we aſk from him. Nor do we pretend 
by our Adorations, Praiſes and Thanſgivings 
to gratify any vai and ſelfiſh Affections in the 
Deity, as if he were a proud, ambitious Being 
like ourſelves; or as if we could by our cele- 
brations add any thing to his Perfection and 
Happineſs, ſeeing he is far exalted above all 
Bleſſing and Praiſe, and ſtandeth not in need 
of any ſervices from us. 5 
But we pray to him, we adore and praiſe 
him, and give him thanks, as an acknowledg- 
ment and teſtimony of our Dependence upon 
him, our ſuhjection to his Government, our 
reſignation to his Will, the grateful Senſe we 
have of his Goodneſs in the many Bleſſings 
and Benefits he hath beſtowed upon us; and 
to increaſe and ſtrengthen theſe, and the like 
pious affections in our Minds, and engage 
ourſelves the more effectually to the Obedience 
of his holy Laws, and a conſtant uniform pur- 
ſuit of every thing that is virtuous and good, in 
the courſe of our Converſation. «WK 
PS | 
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This ſeems to be the end and deſign of 
Prayer, and of all religious Worſhip; and, if 
it be performed with ſeriouſneſs, attention, 


and ſuitable affections, it hath a natural ten- 


dency to promote this end. And this ſhews 
it to bean important Duty of natural Religion, 
to which we are led by the juſteſt Notions we 
can form of the Deity, and thoſe Affections of 


Love and Gratitude, Reſignation and Depen- 


dence, which our Belief of his Exiſtence, 
Perfections and Providence have a tendency 
to inſpire us with. For, can a Man believe 
that there is a Being of the moſt perfect Wiſ⸗ 


dom and Goodneſs, in conjunction with infi- 


nite Power, the ſupreme Maker and Gover- 
nor of the whole World, and the tender 
Parent of his Offspring; I ſay, . can a Man 
believe there is ſuch a Being, and not love 
him? Not be thankful to him? Not truſt in 
him, and reſign himſelf to his diſpoſal ? And 
can he pretend to love him, to be thankful to 
him, to truſt in him, and. reſign himſelf to 
his diſpoſal in all things; and not expreſs 
theſe inward Affections of his Mind, by Prayer 
and Suppiication, with 7. bankſgiving. 

Prayer may be offered up to God either 
from a number of Perſons met together, 
(whether in the Church, or in a private Family) 
all joining to preſent their common Supplica- 
tions and Thankſgivings to the God of the 
Univerſe, which is commonly called * 
an 
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and Family Worſpip Or it may be perform- 
ed by a ſingle Perſon alone, and in a ſecret re- 
tirement; which is uſually called ſecret, or 
cloſet Devotion. 

The firſt of theſe, that is Public Worſhip, 
(which is uſually accompanied with Inſtructi- 
ons in Religion and Morality, and exhortati- 
ons to the practice of Holineſs and Virtue) is 
of great ule to preſerve a Senſe of Religion 
in the Minds of Men, to ſpread it through the 
World, and to tranſmit it to Poſterity ; and 
ought to be carefully obſerved and duly at- 
tended upon by all, who have any regard to 
the Honour of God, the Intereft of Religion, 
and the Morals of Men, 

The laſt, to wit, ſecret or cloſet Devotion, 
is an excellent means to preſerve and cheriſh 
the ſpiritual Life, to keep a Senſe of Religion 
always freſh and lively in the Mind, to forti- 
fy us againſt the numerous Temptations to 
which we are expoſed, and excite us to a 
zealous and vigorous purſuit of every thing 
that is amiable and good, and whereby we 
may perfect ourſelves more and more in all 
moral Excellence. And every one, who 1s 
truly deſirous to retain his Integrity, and ap- 


prove himſelf a fincere Diſciple of Chriſt, a 


pious virtuous and good Man, and uſeful in 
this World according to his place and ſtation, 
and who deſires to be happy hereafter in the 
World that is to come, eternally happy in the 
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Favour of God the Fountain of Happineſs 
and Perfection, ſhould give himſelf much to 
ſecret Prayer and Devotion, as being an uſe- 
ful Means to ſecure him-againſt the power of 
Temptation, to draw down the influences of 
the Divine Spirit, to raiſe his Mind and Af- 
fections above this World, to carry him on 
towards Perfection, to make him a Partaker 


of a Divine Nature, and fo prepare, and diſ- 


poſe him for that Inheritance, which is incor- 


ruptible, undefiled, and fadeth not away, reſer- 


ved in Heaven for the faithful Followers of 


Chriſt, and for all pious and good Men. 


But the principal Intention of this Preface, 
is to recommend the Practice of Family Re- 
ligion, which is thought to have fallen into 


Diſuſe, and to have been very much neglect- 


ed of late Years in many Chriſtian Families. 
Which Neglect hath, no doubt, contributed 
not a little to that ſtrange Careleſſneſs and In- 
differency about religious Worſhip in general, 
that is too viſible, in the preſent Age, among 
many who yet profeſs Chriſtianity : Some of 
whom cannot, without Breach of Charity, be 
ranked in the Claſs of Infidels. 

A Chriſtian Family may very well be con- 
ſidered under the Idea of a Church in the 
Houſe : And there are ſeveral Parts of Wor- 
ſhip or religious Offices, which are not ſo ap- 


propriated to the publick Aſſemblies, but that 


they 
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they may be performed in any chriſtian Fami- 
ly to their great Edification. As for Inſtance, 
I, Reading the Scriptures, eſpecially ſuch 
Places as are plain and practical ; and, parti- 
cularly, in the New Teſtament, with which 
we Chriſtians are chiefly concerned : For in 
that we have Jeſus Chriſt directly pointed out 
to us as come in the Fleſh, as dead, and 
riſen again, and exalted to be the Head over 
all. Weareclearly inſtructed in the Nature of 
the Goſpel Covenant, the Terms of our Ac- 
ceptance with God, and all the Particulars of 
our Duty, as rational and moral Agents, as 
Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, and Candidates of 
that immortal Life and Happineſs, which 1s 
ſo fully and evidently brought to Light by his 
Goſpel. Now the reading of thele Books 
in our Families with Reverence and Attenti- 
on, is a Means of making ourſelves, our Chil- 
dren, and our Servants, acquainted with the 
whole Body of the Chriſtian Doctrine, as de- 
livered in the Holy Scriptures, and preſerv- 
ing an habitual Senſe of it upon our Minds. 
| 2dly, Singing the Praiſes of God, in Pfalms 
and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs, 1s another 


Part of religions Worthip, which may ſome- 


times be uſed in private Families to their Edi- 
fication. For it has a Vendency to compole 
the Mind, and fit it for the other Parts of 
Worthip that may follow, and is itſelf an Ack 
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of Devotion, that is directly expreſſive of our 
Delight in God, our Joy in his Government, 
our Acknowledgment of his adorable Perfec- 
tions, and our Gratitude for his many Bleſ- 
ſings and Benefits to us, and to all his Crea- 
tures. 

3dly, Another Part of F 15555 Religion, and 
which ſhould not be neglected, even when ſome 
Circumſtances may, upon Occaſion, excuſe an 
Omiſhon of others, is a ſerious and ſolemn 
Addreſs to God by united Prayers and Sup- 
plications with Thankſgiving, which ſhould 
daily be offered up in the Name of his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt. A 

4th. Part of Family Religion, and a very 
important one, may be reckoned catechetical 
Inſtruction, that is, inſtilling into the Minds of 
the Young and Ignorant, the Grounds and 
Principles of Religion, the firſt Elements (as 
they may be called) of Piety and Virtue, in a 
plain, eaſy, and familiar Manner. This is a 
needful and uſeful Part of Family Religion: 
But it is not expected that it ſhould be daily 
practiſed, as that of religious Worſhip or 
reading the Scriptures, but only at proper 
Times and Seaſons, when there is moſt Lei- 
ſure and Freedom from other neceſſary Bu- 
ſineſs ; as particularly, on the Lord's-Day. 
And this is a Duty incumbent on all who 
have the Bleſſing of Children, who are by 


for 
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for Tuition and Education, that they may 
be fitted for Uſefulneſs in the World accord- 
ing to the Stations they may be deſigned for, 
or placed in, and that they may be trained 
up by the early Practice of Holineſs and Vir- 
tue for the more noble and divine Employ- 
ments, Offices, and Entertainments of an 
higher and better State hereafter. And if 
Maſters and Heads of Families have Servants, 
who need to be inſtructed in the ſame fami- 
liar Manner, and are willing to receive Inſtruc- 
tion from them, they ſhould readily condeſ- 
cend to communicate Inſtruction to them alſo, 
not counting it a Trouble or Burthen to be 
taken up in ſuch an uſeful Work: For Ser- 
vants are Part of a Maſter's Charge, and he 
ought to have an Inſpection, as he has an Au- 
thority, over them. 

And with all theſe Parts of Family Religt- 
on that have been mentioned, there ſhould be 
joined 1n the 

5th. Place, A prudent Chriſtian Diſcipline. 
Heads of Families have a Power over their 
Children and Servants. They are their Rulers 
and Governors, and it is their Duty to ſee that 
Order and Regularity be preſerved among 
them. They are to check and diſcountenance 
Vice, and all Appearances of it, or Tenden- 
cics towards it, and to encourage Piety and 
Virtue, and cheriſh the Beginnings of it, and 


the Eſſays towards it, And it 1s their Duty 


as 


« <a eh A oor an fel. 2 
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as Governors of ſuch Societies, to admoniſh, 
reprove, and correct as there is occaſion ; and 
to commend, encourage, and reward what is 
virtuous and praiſe-worthy. 

Thus ſhould Parents and Heads of Families 
behave themſelves wiſely and religiouſly in a 
perfect Way, and walk within their Houſes 
with upright Hearts, every Day bleſſing their 
Houſholds ; frequently inſtructing them in 
the Principles of true Religion, and the Rules 
of Virtue : Encouraging them to walk ſteddi- 
ly and uniformly in the Paths of Righteouſ- 
neſs ; and withal keeping a Watch over them, 
and good Order and Diſcipline among them. 
And that they themſelves may be uniform 
in their Character and Conduct, and not bring 
a Reproach upon Religion, they ſhould look 
well to their own Converſation in all the other 
Parts of Life, that they may be juſt and cha- 
ritable, ſober and temperate in all Things, as 
well as pious and devout. Men muſt be good 
Moraliſts, and uſeful Members of Society, if 
they would approve themſelves to God as his 
ſincere Servants and Worſhippers, otherwiſe 
they can be accounted of only as Hypocrites 
and Diſſemblers, who have a Form of Godlineſs, 
but are Strangers to the Life and Power of tt. 
Fathers and Maſters of Families, who have 
Children and Servants under their Inſpection 
and Care, ſhould conſider it as their Duty in 


that Reſpect and Capacity, not only to keep 


up 
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up the Worſhip of God in their Houſes, but 
alſo to ſet them an Example of all Virtue, of 
all Goodneſs and Righteouſneſs, and Truth, 
and of every Thing that is decent and come- 
ly, that is worthy and excellent, and uſeful 
in human Life, whereby they may adorn Re- 
ligion, and recommend it the more effectually 
to others; and eſpecially to thoſe, who, as 
Members of their Families, are committed to 
their more immediate Care, and are uſually 
with them, ſeeing their Conduct, and obſerv- 
ing every Thing they ſay or do; and, being 
prone to Imitation, are very apt to follow their 
Example, and learn their Ways. | 

This now eis the Religion of a Family un- 
der the Idea of a Church in the Houſe; and this 
is What we would earneſtly recommend to all 
Parents and Maſters of Families, to ſet up 
and maintain in their ſeveral Habitations; 
namely, that they would daily worſhip God 
jointly and together, and obſerve the other 
Branches of Family Religion and Diſcipline, 
in their proper Seaſons, and as there is Oc- 
caſion and Opportunity. 

It is here taken for granted, (which no one 
can deny, who acknowledges the Obligations 
either of natural or revealed Religion) that 
God is to be worſhipped by the whole intelli- 
gent and moral Creation; and particularly by 
Mankind, on whom he hath conferred ſo many 
Favours and Benefits; and for whom he nan 
73 | One 
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done, and is ſtill doing, fo great Things: And 


that they ought to perform this Homage both 
in ſecret, or each Individual ſingly and alone; 


and alſo in Public, or by Multitudes aſſembled 


together in ſuch Numbers as may convenient- 
ly meet in one Place, to offer up their joint 
Addreſſes to the Parent of the Univerſe. 
Mankind by the Frame and Conſtitution of 
their Nature, are religious as well as ſocial 
Creatures, and thereby led to the Acknow- 
ledgment of aDeity, and diſpoſed to love, reve - 
rence and worſhip him, as well as to the Exer- 
ciſe of the ſocial Affections, and the Practice of 
the ſocial Virtues towards one another, and are 
therefore bound to worſhip God in Society, as 
well as ſingly, or each Individual by himſelf 


alone. This is the general Foundation of ſo- 


cial Worſhip, which may be conſidered either 
as that of one Family, or of many Families 
joining together, at ſtated Times, for religi- 
ous Worſhip and Inſtruction in a more ſolemn 
and public Way. The Reaſons and Obliga- 
tions of both are, in ſome Meaſure, the ſame, 


and both contribute to promote and carry on 


the ſame End. 

Building now on theſe general Principles, 
which none can conſiſtently deny, except an 
Atheiſt, we may thus argue the Obligations 
of Family Religion, under the Notion of a 
Church in the Houſe, 


1/t, It 
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1/, It is a folemn Act of Honour to the 
Divine Majeſty, -and a juſt Homage due to 
him from every Family. | 
24ly, It is a good Means to preſerve a Senſe 
of God, and of the Obligations of Religion 
and Morality, in the Minds of the ſeveral 
Members of the Family, and has a plain Ten- 
dency to cheriſh good Aﬀections in their 
Hearts, and it helps to tranſmit the Know- 


ledge and Practice of Religion from one Ge- 


neration to another, 

3dly, It being incumbent on us as ſocial 
Creatures to worſhip God in Society, and ex- 
hort one another to Love and good Works, 
and a Family being a Society moſt intimately 
united and nearly related, and deeply inte- 
reſted in one another's Welfare, it is very fit 
and reaſonable, and conducive to their Inte- 
reſt as a Society, that they join together in 
worſhipping their Maker, who hath built them 
up into a Family, and in exciting one another 
to Piety and Virtue, and every Thing that is 
lovely, and of good Report. And, 

4thly, It is a good Means likewiſe to unite 
them in Love and Affection to one another, 
and has a great Influence towards maintain- 
ing Peace and Harmony, Good-Will and 
Friendſhip among them, and engaging them 
to the faithful Performance of the Duties they 
owe to one another, as Members of ſuch a So- 
ciety, and according to the ſeveral Relations 


that obtain among them, If 
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If any one therefore who is a Head or 
Maſter of a Family, hath a juſt and ſerious 
Regard to the Honour of God and Religion, 


if any Regard to the Souls of his Children and 


Servants, and thoſe who may come after him : 
If any Regard to the Intereſt of his Family as 
a Society, and to its Peace and Tranquillity, 


and the Fidelity of the ſeveral Members ac- 


cording to their Stations and Relations in it, 
he muſt conſider 1t as an important Duty to 
make his Houſe as a little Church, or Sanctu- 
ary, wherein God is daily called upon by ſeri- 
ous Prayer and Devotion, and wherein plain 
and familiar Inſtructions, and earneſt affecti- 
onate Exhortations to Piety and Virtue, are 
given to the young and ignorant, and prudent 
Diſcipline 1s duly exercited and carefully kept 
up, and good Order obſerved and maintained 
among them. 

To enlarge upon theſe Arguments to the 
Length they would bear, would be too tedi- 
ous in a Preface, and ſwell this Work too far 
beyond the deſigned Limits. We have there- 
fore only mentioned them, and leave them to 


the ſerious Reflections of the attentive Reader, 


who may eaſily diſcern the Strength and Ten- 


dency of them to enforce the Exhortation to 


Family Religion, and convince the Mind of 
the Importance and Uſefulneſs of it. 


As to the frequency of performing this Du- 


ty, or the proper Times and Scaſons of Fa- 
mil 
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mily Worſhip, they are in great Meaſure, 
left to be determined by the Prudence of Chri- 
ſtians. And in this Matter we cannot follow 
a better Rule of Direction than what is point- 
ed out to us by the Courſe of Nature, in the 
Interchanges of Night and Day, and the Suc- 
ceſſions of Darkneſs and Light, that is, the 
Morning and Evening of every Day, which 
are very proper Seaſons of Devotion, both for 
the Family and the Cloſer. 
this Purpoſe, Pſalm xcii. 1, 2. v. 3. cxli. 2, 
and cxlv. 2. 

And when we reflect on the kind Proviſion 
which our heavenly Father -in his Goodneſs 
and Bounty makes for us, in giving us Day 
by Day our daily Bread, this ſhould teach us 


when we ſit down to our Meals, to addreſs 


ourſelves to him in a ſhort and ſerious Prayer 
for his Bleſſing upon us in the Uſe of our 
Food, that it may yield ſuch Nouriſhment to 
our Bodies as is neceſſary to their Support, 
and the Continuance of Health and Strength, 


together with an affectionate and thankful Ac- 


knowledgment of the Goodnels and Kindneſs 
of Providence in covering our Table, and 
giving us from Time to Time Food conve- 
nient for us. Theſe ſhort Addreſſes to God 
on ſuch Occaſions are Parts of the Worſhip of 
a Family, which ought neither to be neglected, 
nor performed in a ſlight, carelets and haſty 
Manner, for they are very reaſonable 955 of 
vo- 
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Devotion, proper to be obſeryed by all Per- 
ſons, and they thould be always done with Se- 
riouſneſs and Reverence. | 

Though enough has been ſaid to engage a 


ſerious Mind to the ſtated Exerciſe of Fa- 


mily Religion, yet we cannot omit to conſider 
a little the chief Excuſes and Apologies with 
which ſome are apt to fatisfy themſelves in 
the habitual Neglect of ſome Parts of it. I ſay, 
ſome Parts of it, becauſe I would not willing- 
ly fuppoſe that any Chriſtians are guilty of 
diſregarding all of them. The Excuſes and 
Apologies which are commonly made, are 
moſtly (I think) theſe two, want of Time; 
and want of fiutable Gifts and Abilities for 
the Performance of religious Worfhip, as the 
Mouth of a Society. 
x. There are ſome who plead Want of 


Time. They ſay the Buſineſs of their Cal- 


lings, and their neceſſary ſecular Affairs, which 
it is their Duty to mind, and which are not 
to be neglected, are ſuch as will not allow them 
Time for the daily Worſhip of God in their 


Families. 


Now in anſwer to this Excuſe, it is readily 
allowed in the firſt Place, that it is the Duty 
of every Man to mind his lawful Buſineſs, to 
be diligent and induſtrious in it, and to take 
ſuch prudent and reaſonable Care of his world- 
ly Affairs, that he may be able to do Juſtice 
to all with whom he has any Dealings, that 

| ble 
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he may be uſeful and do good in his Place 


and Station, and make a competent Proviſion 


for himſelf and his Family. Theſe are good 
Motives of Action, and laudable Ends for a 
Man to propoſe to himſelf in the Conduct of 
Life, and the carrying on of Trade and Bu- 
ſineſs, and they are not uſually to be attained 
without a good Degree of Care, Attention, 
and Diligence. 

It is allowed alſo, in the ſecond Place, that 
the performance of Family Worſhip may on 
ſome particular Occaſions give Way to ſome 
very urgent and neceſſary Buſineſs that may 
happen to interfere with it at that Time, and 
cannot be put off to another Seaſon. Such 
Caſes may ſometimes happen, and it muſt be 


left to every one's own Prudence to judge of 


them. But as they are not uſual, and do not 


every Day occur, they can be no Excule for 
the habitual Neglect of the Duty. The Du- 


ties of civil Life, and thoſe of Religion, are 


not inconſiſtent with one another. But Wif- 
dom is profitable to direct, and a little Diſ- 
cretion will eaſily reconcile any Difficulties of 
this Kind that may fall m the Way. The 
Man who honeſtly ſtudies to guide his Affairs 
with Judgment and Prudence, and has an 
Heart ſincerely diſpoſed to Religion, will ſel- 
dom be at a Loſs to find Time and Leiſure to 


worſhip God with his Family, and yet mind 
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his Buſineſs with a ſufficient Degree of Care 
and Application. 

3dly, Let ſuch as ſay they cannot find Time 
for Family Worſhip through the Hurry and 


Multiplicity of Buſineſs, remember and con- 


ſider that human Cares and Endeavours with- 
out the Bleſſing of God, and the Concurrence 
of his Providence will prove but vain and 
fruitleſs, and therefore together with their own 
Care and Pains, they ſhould always join their 
humble and ſerious Prayers to God for his 
Bleſſing on them; committing themſelves and 

their Affairs to his Conduct, looking up to him 
for Succeſs, if it be his Will, and ſubmitting 
the Ifſue to his wiſe Diſpoſal, and remember- 
ing withal to offer up their affectionate Praiſes 
and grateful Acknowledgments for any proſ- 
perous Events they meet with, for all the good 
Things they receive, and for all the Bleſſings 
of Providence, which are daily beſtowed on 
them and theirs. Solomon indeed hath ſaid in 
Prov. x. 4. that the Hand of the diligent mak- 
eth rich; and the Saying is very juſt : For 


Diligence and Induſtry have a natural Ten- 


dency 1n the uſual Courſe of Things to pro- 
cure Wealth, and advance a Man in the 
World. But to let us ſee that Succeſs and Proſ- 
Panty, and the Attainment of Wealth and 

onour, are not the Effects of Diligence alone, 
but owing to the Co-operation of Providence, 
with our own | Endeavours, the ſame wiſe Man 


_ obſerves 
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obſerves in another Verſe (viz. 22d) of the 
fame Chapter, that tbe Bleſſing of the Lord 
maketh rich. 

It 1s a certain Truth, that without the con- 
currence of Providence, Vam 1s the help of 
Man, and vain are all his Cares and Endea- 
vours. Except the Lord build the Houſe (faith 


the Palmiſt, Pſ. cxxvii. 1, 2.) They labour in 


vain that build it : Except the Lord keep the 
City, the Watchman wake!th but in vain. I 
is vain for you to riſe up early, to fit up late, 
to eat the Bread of Sorrows. It is God, the 
ſupreme Lord and Governor of all, who 
builds us up into Families, who ſecures our 
Habitations, and proſpers our Labours ; and 
therefore there is nothing more reaſonable 
than with all our Cares and Endeavours, to. 
join the daily Practice of ſerious Prayer and 
Supplication with Thankſgrving, not only each 
of us ſingly, and by himſelf alone, but in 
Conjunction with our Families, and all the 
Members of them, as many as are capable 


and willing to join in fo uſeful and reaſonable 


a Service. 

The Worſhip of God is a duty of ſuch 
Importance, and ſo neceſſary to rectify the 
Diſorders of our Affections, and improve 
our Minds in moral Excellence, and thereby 
entitle us to, and prepare us for the divine 
Favour and Acceptance, that no worldly 
Cares ſhould baniſh it out of our Families. 
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And if the periſhing Concerns of this Life, 
make us regardleſs of a Means ſo uſeful ro 
diſpoſe and qualify us for fo great a Bleſſing, 
it is a Sign we have but little Affection to it in 
our Hearts, and but a low degree of Zeal, 
either for our own true Happineſs, or that of 
our Children and Domeſtics. A wiſe and 
good Man, who makes a right Judgment of 
Things, who values them according to their 
real Worth, and their tendency to promote 
the Perfection and Happineſs of the human 
Nature, will count it a Privilege and an Ho- 
nour that he is permitted to worſhip God with 
his Family; he will perform it with Delight 
and Pleaſure, and never think the little Time, 
that is taken up in ſuch an uſeful Exerciſe, to 
be loſt or miſpent; eſpecially when it may ea- 
ſily be ſo ordered as not to entrench on the 
neceſlary Buſineſs of his Calling, nor be any 
Hindrance to the carrying on his ſecular Af. 
fairs. A little Time redeemed from trifling 
Amuſements, would ſoon make up the Loſs 
of what is taken up in Family Worſhip. And 
ſurely there is no Compariſon between the 
one and the other, nor would any Perſon 
of the leaſt Reflection put them in the Ba- 


lance.- 


The Truth is, this Excuſe for the Neglect 
of Family Religion, from want of Time, 
is, generallly ſpeaking, but a mere Pre- 
tence : For none of us want Time for mw 
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other Things of far leſs Importance. How 
many can, without grudging the Loſs of 
Time, throw away Hours together in Diver- 
ſions, or in idle and impertinent Chat, who 
yet would think much to ſpend a Quarter of 
an Hour in reading a Portion of holy Scrip- 
ture, and offering up a few Addrefles to God 
with their Families, a Service which may be 
performed acceptably even in leſs Time. But 
x we would order the Affairs of our Families 
with a little Thought and Diſcretion, and had 
but Hearts duly affected to Devotion, there 
are but few, f any, of us fo circumſtanced, 
but that as much Time might eaſily be found, 
as would ſuffice for ſome parts of Worſhip in 
our Families every Day. 

But it is needleſs to inſiſt farther in anſwer- 
ing this Excuſe, which is confuted by the Ex- 
perience of Multitudes, both of former and 
later Times, who have been diligent in their 
Buſineſs, have had alſo a great deal to do 
that required a good degree of Attention and 
Application, and have been bleſſed with a 
good Share of Succeſs in their Affairs, and 
yet were at no loſs for Time, to perform the 
Worſhip of God in their Families, but kept 
it up conſtantly and regularly every Day. 

2. The other Excuſe which ſome make for 
their Omiſſion of Family Worſhip, is, the 
want of ſuitable Gifts and Abihties, or a due 


Preſence of Mind, to lead the Worſhip of a 


B 4 Society. 
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Society, They complain that their Know- 
ledge in the matters of Religion 1s but ſmall 
and detective, and they cannot expreſs their 
Thoughts with Propriety on religious Sub- 


jets, ſo that they are afraid they could not 


perform the duty in a decent Manner, and to 
the edification of the Family: An End which 
ſhould be carefully regarded in all Acts of ſo- 
cial Worthip. 

But it will not be difficult to give a ſatisfac- 
tory Anſwer to this Objection, if there be 
but a willing Mind to the Duty, and an Heart 
ſincerely diſpoſed to the Worthip of God, 
and truly deſirous that the Members of the 
Family ſhould be impreſſed with a ſerious 
ſenſe of Religion and another World. 

What is alledged in the Objection, may be 
very true, as to many ſincere and good Chri- 
ſtians, that they have not the Faculty of ex- 
preſſing their Thoughts properly, and in a 
ſuitable and becoming Manner, as the Mouth 
of a Society in Prayer. This is a Defect or 
Imperfection which even ſome very intelligent 
Perſons may labour under. But this Defect 
may, 1n ſome Meaſure, be remedied by a 
little previous Study and Premeditation, which 
for other Reaſons, as well as this, is very fit 
to be uſed before we addreſs ourſelves to the 
great God, and that whether a Perſon 1s to 
preſide in Prayer, and lead the Worthip of a 
Society, Or is only to join with him who does 
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ſo: For we are not to ruſh into the Preſence 
of God raſhly and inconſiderately, but we 
ſhould recollect our Thoughts, and conſider 
beforehand, what we are going about, that 


we may compoſe our Minds, and fix our At- 


tention, without which our Devotion will be 
cold and languid, broken and interrupted, 
void of Life and Spirit, and little better than 
a mere Lip-ſervice, unaccompanied with the 
Heart and Affections: In which caſe it can 
neither be acceptable to God, nor cdilying, or 
profitable to ourſelves. 

But the true Anſwer to this Complaint is 


this, that the Imperfection or Detect com- 


plained of may be ſupplied by the ute of good 
Forms prepared and compoled beforehand, 
either by the Perſon himſelf who is to oftici- 
ate, or by any others ; a Variety of which are 
to be met with in Books of Devotion, compo- 
ſed for the uſe both of the Cloſet and the Fa- 
mily. Theſe may be eafily had, and uſed ve- 
ry profitably, only the Perſon, - who makes 
uſe of them, ſhould ſtudy to chuſe the beit, 
for they are not equally good, and he ſhould 
make ſuch Variations as may be agrezable to 
his own Judgment of Things, and luitable 
to the Circumſtances of his own Family. 

It is one of the unhappy conſequences that 
have attended the Diviſions amongſt Prote- 
ſtants in theſe Kingdoms, that the contending 
Parties have been apt to run into Extremes : 


And 
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And hence it hath come to paſs, that the too ri- 
gorous impolition of a Liturgy, or Form of 
7 Worſhip, liable to Exceptions in ſeveral 
nſtances, hath begot in the Minds of many ſe- 
rious Well- meaning Chriſtians a Diſlike to all 
Forms of Devotion in general. As, on the 
other hand, ſome ſerious well- meaning Chri- 
ſtians have been ſo fond of a public Liturgy 
and Forms of Prayer, as to deſpiſe all con- 
ceived Prayer: And many have been fo ac- 
cuſtomed to them, and confined themſelves 
fo cloſely to the Uſe of them, that if they have ' 
not their Form, they cannot pray at all, or 
even join with thoſe who do not uſe it. 

Now theſe are Extremes on both Sides, 
and both are culpable, and they ariſe from 
groundleſs and unreaſonable Prejudices, which 
ought not to be indulged. ' For religious 
Worſhip may be performed acceptably, and 
to Edification, either the one way, or the 
other. And as thoſe, who can pray, with 
Judgment and Propriety, without the help of 


a ſtinted Form, ſhould not be confined to it: 
So they, who cannot pray without one, or not 


ſo well, ſhould not be hindered or diſcou- 
raged from the uſe of a well compoſed 
Form. | | 
There is no need to meddle in this Preface 
with the Controverſy about the lawfulneſs.or 
unlawfulneſs, the expediency or inexpedi- 
ency of Forms of Prayer. It is hoped and 
TE preſumed, 
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preſumed, that, in the preſent Age, there are 


not many who judge it unlawful to make uſe 
of, or join in a well compoſed Form, when 
they are left to their own Diſcretion in the 
Choice and Uſe of it; which is the Caſe with 
reſpect to private Perſons, and Maſters of 
Families, both in and out of the national 
Eſtabliſhment. And it may be preſumed, 
without diſreſpect to any particular Perſons, 
that it would be more expedient for the ge- 
nerality of Chriſtians, to make uſe of a good 
Form, than truſt to. their own Abilities, or 


neglect the Worſhip of God in their Families 


altogether. The old Puritans (as they were 


formerly called) or Proteſtant Nonconformiſts 
in theſe Kingdoms, not only allowed the law- 
fulneſs of praying by a Form, but even the 
greater expediency of it, in ſome Caſes. Nor 


do the Proteſtant Diſſenters at this Day, found 


their ſtated diflent from the Worſhip of the 
Eſtabliſhed Church, merely upon the ule of a 
Liturgy : But their main Objection, (ſo far, 
I mean, as relates to public Worſhip, for what 
relates to Church Government, and the Au- 
thority of the Clergy is of another Conſidera- 
tion) their main Objection, I Tay, is, that 
there are ſeveral Paſſages in the Liturgy of 
the Church which they cannot join in, and the 
Uſe of it is ſo rigorouſly enjoined, that there 
is no liberty to add, alter, or omit any Thing. 


And it is well known, that the main Body of 


the 


xm PREFACE, 

the Diſſenters in England, at the Reſtoration 
of King Charles the Second, in the Year 
1660, would, for the ſake of Peace, have 
complied with the Uſe of the preſent Litur- 
gy, had it not been fo rigidly impoſed, that 
not the leaſt Word or Sentence was left to the 
Diſcretion of the Miniſter, which is too 
great an Honour for any Work compoſed by 


fallible Men, and which cannot but occaſion 


great difficulty and uneaſineſs to honeſt and 
ingenuous Minds, who are tied down to ſuch 
an invariable Uſe of it, many ot whom may 
well be ſuppoſed to differ in their Judgment 
from what 1s the plain and obvious meaning 
of ſeveral Expreſſions which occur in it. 
Such Perſons then as cannot perform Fa- 
mily Worſhip, with Judgment and Decency, 
without the help of a Form, ought to make 
uſe of one: For all Men's Talents and Abi- 
lities are not alike. It is not every Man that 
has a faculty of ſpeaking with Propriety in 


the Preſence of others, eſpecially on grave 


and ſerious Subjects and ſolemn Occaſions: 
Nor can it be expected, that every Father of 
a Family ſhould be able, without ſuch Aſſi- 
ſtance, to lead the Devotions of his Family, 


ſo as to anſwer the End of ſuch an Exerciſe, 
and promote their Edification. Some, I 
doubt not, may be able to do it very well. 


Bur there are many, who yet are pious and 
devout Perſons, and of honeſt and good 
gy Hearts, 
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Hearts, whoſe Gifts are not ſuited to ſuch a 
Work, or have not a ſufficient degree of Aſſu- 
rance and Preſence of Mind, to undertake it. 
Now ſuch may reaſonably be allowed and ex- 
horted to make uſe of good Forms, and there 
are not wanting plenty and variety of them 
among us. They are not, indeed, equally 
good, ſome of them are but indifferent, and 
done with very little Judgment. But others 
are well compoſed, and with Judgment and 


Propriety, both as to Sentiment and Stile. 


I ſhall not take upon meto paſs a Judgment 
upon the Compoſures of any particular Au- 
thor ; but ſhall only obſerve in general, that 
all Books of this Kind are to be conſidered 
only as Helps : And as no Man is confined 
to them, fo they muſt be uſed with Caution 
and Diſcretion : For, as was obſerved before, 
every Man ſhould uſe his own Judgment and 
Underſtanding, in the Aſſiſtance he takes 
from the Compoſures of others, who, how 
learned, judicious, and pious ſoever they may 
have been, were but Men, ſubject to Imper- 
fections, and liable to Miſtakes; and there- 
fore not to be blindly, or implicitly follow- 
ed. 

The general Directions and Patterns, which 
we have in the Holy Scriptures, are our ſafeſt 
and beſt Guide. ic we keep to them, and 
imitate them as near as we can: We are in 


no danger af going Ys or mixing any 
thing 
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thing with our Devotions, that 15 unfit, im- 
proper, or unbecoming in our Addreſſes to 


the Divine Majeſty. Some, otherwiſe great 


and good Men, not duly attending to this 
Rule, and following Imagination more than 
Judgment, have ſtrangely departed from the 
ſimplicity of the Gofpel Worſhip i in ſeveral 
Reſpects, and particularly in this, that they 
have introduced into their Prayers, and pub- 
lic Liturgies, the doubtful and diſputable Opi- 
nions of private Perſons or Parties, and have 


- ſometimes expreſſed themſelves in a Manner 


that is quite unintelligible. Whereas nothing 
ſhould be introduced into our Prayers, but 
what every Chriſtian may, with a little Atten- 


tion, eaſily underſtand, and can, without the 


leaſt Scruple or Heſitation, join in. If this 
Rule were obſerved, Chriſtians would never 
be at a Loſs, or find any Difficulty in joining 
with one another, in religions Worſhip, not- 
withſtanding any different Opinions that mighc 
be among them : For nothing would be in 
their Prayers, but what all Chriſtians agree 
in. And in compoſing the following Forms 
of Devotion, a ſpecial regard has been paid to 


this Rule: And it is hoped, that nothing will 


be found in them, that any Chriſtian need 
ſcruple to make Uſe of, or may not eaſily un- 
derſtand. 


We ſhall now conclude this Preface with a 


ſhort Exhortation to all Fathers and Heads of 


Families, 


TEE 
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Families, that conſidering the importance of 
this Duty of Family Religion, they would 
make Conſcience of obſerving it in their ſeve- 
ral Habitations. It is ſaid, that this laudable 
Practice is, of late Years, fallen into Diſuſe, 
and generally laid aſide in moft Houſes. It is 
hoped however, that the total neglect of it is 
not ſo univerſal as is apprehended by ſome, 
but that there are many, who ſtill keep it up, 
and are not aſhamed to acknowledge God in 
their Families, and call upon their Children 
and Servants to join with them in Prayers, 
Supplications and Thankſgivings, to that 
great and good Being, on whom they conti- 
nually depend, to whoſe Government they 
are ſubject, and in which they have reaſon to 
rejoice ; to whoſe Fatherly Care, and kind 
Providence they are indebted for all their En- 
joyments, and in whoſe Favour alone their 
Happineſs is placed. And we would earneſt - 
ly beſeech all, into whoſe Hand this Book 
may come, as they regard the Honour of 
God and Religion, the Intereſt of true Vir- 
tue, the good of their own Families, and the 
Peace of their own Minds, that they would 
not allow themſelves in the habitual omiſſion 
of this Duty. Let thoſe, who have hither- 
to neglected it, be perſuaded to begin it, 
and keep it up for the Future : Let thoſe, 
who have dropped it, be perſuaded to revive 
it, and take it up again: Let ſuch, as have 
always 
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always practiſed it, be encouraged to perſiſt in 
it : And let all endeavour to keep up the 
Practice of Family Religion, in all the Parts 
and Branches of it, that their Houſes may be 
as ſo many little Churches, or Sanctuaries, 
wherein God 1s continually called upon, and a 
due regard is paid to every Thing, that is 


comely and virtuous, lovely and reputable, 


decent and orderly : Wherein he may delight 


to dwell, and upon which he may ſhower 


down the Bleſſings of his Goodneſs, and be- 


ſtow the Communications .of his Favour, and 


the Influences of his holy Spirit. 

If the following ſmall Collection of Forms 
of Devotion may be of any uſe to encourage 
the Revival of Family Religion, and to aſſiſt 
ſincere Chriſtians in the performance of it, 
the Authors have their End, and will think 


their Pains well beſtowed. And it 1s their 


Heart's Deſire and Prayer to God, for all their 
Chriſtian Friends and Brethren, that they may 
not be led away by any bad Examples into a 
Careleſſneſs and Indifferency about Religion 
and the Worſhip of God, which is became 


too much the Faſhion of the preſent Age; 


but that they may ſtedfaſtly reſolve, and care- 
fully perform it, that, whatever others do, 


They and their Houſes will ſerve the Lord. 


To 
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To his Bleſſing, Protection, and Conduct, 
we commend them, and their Habitations; 
praying, that the moſt High may dwell with 
them, and encompaſs them with his Labour, 
as with a Shield. To him be Glory in all the 
Churches and Families of the Faithful, by Je- 
ſus Chriſt, throughout all Ages, World with- 
out End. Amen. 
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M S T great and glorious JEHoVan ! 


the King eternal, immortal, invi- 
ſible, the only wiſe God; to whom be 
honour and power everlaſting. We de- 


fire now, with the humbleſt reverence, 


to render unto thee, that tribute of reli- 
gious homage, adoration, and praiſe, 
which is moſt juſtly due to thee from thy 
reaſonable creatures, and the ſubjects of 
thy moral government. Thee we would 
celebrate and adore with all the powers 
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and affections of our ſouls, who art the 
great Creator of the univerſe, who ma- 


deſt the earth by thy power, and haſt 
eſtabliſhed the world by thy wiſdom, and 
who haſt ſtretched out the heavens by thy 
diſcretion ; and who delighteſt in the free 
and abundant communications of thy 
goodneſs. To thee we owe the wonder- 
ful frame of our bodies, and the noble. 
faculties of our immortal ſouls. And we 
have been the conſtant charge and care 
of thy Providence, ever ſince we came 
into the world. How many, O Lord 

our God! are the wonderful works which 
thou haſt done, and thy thoughts of mer- 
cy to us-ward? If we would declare, and 
ſpeak of them, they are more than can. 
be numbered. We bleſs thee, for the 
accommodations thou haſt given to ſweet- 
en our paſſage through this pilgrimage 
Rate: but eſpecially for the ſpiritual be- 
nefits conferred upon us through Jeſus. 
Chriſt: that thou haſt fo loved the world, 


as to ſend thine only-begotten ſon to ſeek 
and 
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and to fave that which was loſt, We 


adore and magnify thy name, for the 
clear revelation he hath brought us of thy 


will, and of our duty, and for the glori- 
ous diſcoveries of the exceeding riches of 
thy grace and mercy towards us. We 


bleſs thee, for his moſt holy and perfect 


example; and eſpecially for that moſt 


wonderful inſtance of his love towards us, 
his ſuffering and dying for our redemp- 
tion; for his reſurrection from the dead, 


and aſcenſion into heaven; for the great 


and precious promiſes of the new cove- 
nant; and the aſſurances which are given 


us of a bleſſed reſurrection, and that life 


everlaſting, which is the gift of thy grace 
through Jeſus Chriſt. What ſhall we 
render unto thee, O Lord, for all thy 
loving-kindnefles towards us? We ac- 
knowledge that we are utterly unworthy 
of the leaſt of this thy goodneſs to us; 
for we have, in many inſtances, carried it 
molt ungratefully and diſingenuouſly to- 
wards thee, But we would humbly lay 
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4 A Prayer for the 


hold of thy offered mercy through Jeſus 
Chriſt, upon the moſt gracious and rea- 
ſonable terms of the Goſpel Covenant. 
To thee we defire to yield up ourſelves 
by a ſincere and unreſerved dedication. 
It is the purpoſe of our hearts, by the 
aſſiſtance of thy grace, to make it the 
very buſineſs of our lives to ſerve and 


glorify thee. Lord, help us this Day to 


worſhip thee in ſpirit, and in truth. We 
acknowledge it as an inſtance of thy 
great goodneſs, that thou haſt ſignified 
thy will, that there ſhould be one day 
in ſeven ſet apart from our worldly buſi- 
neſſes and cares to thy more immediate 
worſhip and ſervice. Aſſiſt us, we be- 
ſeech thee, by thy ſpirit, to make a right 
improvement of the ſeaſons and means 
of grace, which are ſo frequently return» 
ing upon us, that, in the uſe of them, 
we may grow in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 


_ Chriſt. We are ſenſible of the back- 


wardneſs and indiſpoſedneſs of our hearts 
A | to 


Lord's-Day Morning. 5 


to ſpiritual exerciſes. But do thou, 
Lord, enlighten, raiſe, and quicken us; 
and grant that we may have faith in a 
lively exerciſe, and may have holy and 
good Affections enlarged in our ſouls. 
f Let our hearts be fixed, O God, let our 
hearts be fixed, and let us be enabled to 
govern our thoughts that we may ſerve 
thee without diſtraction. May we join 
with the ſolemn aſſemblies of thy people, 
with a pure and fervent devotion, in 
offering up our united prayers and praiſes, 
and in attending on the ordinances of 
thy houſe. And let us be enabled to ſay 
from happy experience ; that it is good 
for us to draw near unto thee, and that 
thy Tabernacles are very amiable. Aſſiſt 
thy ſervants who are to miniſter to thy 
people in holy things; and let the word 
they ſhall deliver in thy name, be as 
good ſeed ſown in good ground, that be- 
ing received into good and honeſt hearts, 
it may bring forth abundant fruit in our 
lives and converſations. And grant that 
C 4 we 
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6. A Prayer for the 
we may ſo attend upon the duties and 
ordinances of thy Sabbaths in thy Church 
below as to be prepared for the higher 
exerciſes and enjoyments of thy heavenly 
Temple and Kingdom through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, to whom be glory for 
ever and ever. Amen. 


„*“: 
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led ite nan an the 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God Al- 
mighty, the God of Nature, of Grace, 


and of Glory! Thou art exalted above 


the Hallelujahs of Angels, and yet con- 
deſcendeſt to declare thyſelf well pleaſed 
with the prayers and praiſes of ſuch 
worthleſs Creatures as we are, when 
offered up in the ſincerity of our Hearts. 


We thank thee, O Lord! for the 


return of this day; a day peculiarly 


(ct apart to thy more immediate worthip 
and 


* 
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and ſervice; and would eſteem it our 


privilege and happineſs to be thus em- 


ployed. This is the day which the 
Lord hath made, may we rejoice, and be 
glad in it! Many are the ſeaſons of this 
kind, which thou haſt been graciouſly 
pleaſed to favour us with. But we muſt 
acknowledge, that we have not improved 
them as we ought to have done, to the 
honour of thy Name, and to our own 
ſpiritual benefit. Lord ! pardon our ne- 
gligences and defects. And ſince it hath 
pleaſed thee to put another facred oppor- 
tunity into our hands, aſſiſt us by thy 
grace, that we may worſhip thee in ſpirit 
and in truth, with a pure Adoration and 


Devotion. 


With all the powers of our Souls 


would we praiſe and celebrate thee, the 


greateſt and beſt. of Beings, who art, 
from everlaſting to everlaſting, unchange- 
ably poſſeſſed of all poſſible perfections. 
Glory be to thee, the Father Almighty, 
* maker of Heaven and Earth, and of 

all 
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all thin 95 viſible and inviſible Who, 
ſpakeſt the word, and they were made; 
who commandeſt, and they were created ! 
Me bleſs that moſt wiſe and powerful 
and benign providence, which extendeth 
it's care to numberleſs orders of Beings : 


And, particularly, to us of the Human 
Race. 


But, eſpecially, we adore FOR under 
the amiable character of a God in Chriſt 
reconciling the World unto thyſelf. 


Bleſſed for ever be thy Name, that in 


compaſſion to our perithing .ſtate, thou 
didſt, in the fulneſs of time, ſend thy 
only-begotten Son, to take upon him 


human fleſh, to inſtruc us in the nature 


of true religion; to lead us by his own 
example in the paths of righteouſneſs - 
and true holineſs; and to put away ſin 
by the ſacrifice of himſelf. And we 
would, in a particular manner, bleſs 
thee, for his reſurrection from the dead; 
that having for us men, and for our ſal- 
Bon, ſubmitted to the decpeſt humilia- 


tions, 


8, 
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tions, and to the moſt bitter and do- 
lorous paſſions, and to the cruel and 
ignominious death of the croſs, he, on 
the firſt day of the week, which is there- 
fore ſanctified to his honor, brake the 


bands of death, and roſe triumphant over 


it, and is now at the right hand of the 
majeſty on high. Let us fo know him 
in the power of his reſurrection, as to be 


thereby effectually engaged to walk in 


newneſs of life, and to ſeek the things 
which are above. And let us look for- 
ward, with faith and hope, to that glo- 
rious day, when he ſhall come again to 
take us to himſelf, that where he is; 
there we may be alſo. 


Be graciouſly preſent, we beſeech hi 


this day to the ſeveral worſhipping ſoci- 


eties of thy people. We would join in 
ſpirit with all, that, in every place, call 


upon the name of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: 


Making it our earncſt requeſt, that the 


intereſts of real vital Chriſtianity my be 


"_y where, happily . 
May 
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May thy Sabbaths, O Lord, be our de+ 
light; holy and honorable in our eſteem. 
And let all our religious ſervices be ani- 
mated with pious and devout affections. 
Grant, that we may not be forgetful 
hearers of the word, but doers of the 
work required. And let not the cares of 
this life, the deceitfulneſs of riches, and 
the luſts of other things entering in, 
choke the word, and render it unfruitful. 
May we this day have communion with 
thee, our heavenly Father, and with thy 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, in the ordinances of 
thine appointment. And grant, that in 
the uſe of the means of grace, which 


thou affordeſt us, we may grow up in 
all holineſs and goodneſs, till we be 


made meet for a better world, where we 
hope to love, to praiſe, and obey thee 
in a far more perfect manner, than now 
we are capable of doing. 

And, in the proſpect of that happy 
ſtate, we would now join with the uni- 


verſal Church of Heaven and Earth, in 
* N that 
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that glorious Hymn of praiſe, Bleſſing, 
and Honor, and Glory, and Power, be 
unto him that fitteth upon the Throne, 


and unto the Lamb, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Incomprehenſibly glorious Majeſty! 
the bleſſed and only Potentate, the 
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. 


Thou dwelleſt in light to which no mor- 
tal ſinful eye can approach. We are not 
yet fitted for the immediate viſions of 
thy glory. Yet thou haſt not left thyſelf 
without witneſs among us, but haſt made 
ſuch diſcoveries to us of thy divine Ma- 


jeſty and amiable perfections, as juſtlyx 
entitle thee to our higheſt love, our pro- 
foundeſt reverence, and our moſt un- 


reſerved devoted obedience. In all thy 


wonderful works, which are continually 


den 


x2 A Prayer for the 


before our eyes, we may behold the 
bright impreſſions of thy Power, Wiſ- 
dom and Goodneſs. We carry about us 
in the frame of our own bodies, and in 
the faculties .of our immortal Souls the 
living proofs of a Deity. Thou Lord 
haſt made us reaſonable Beings of an 
higher order than the brutes, and didſt 
originally deſign us for knowing, loving, 
and obeying thee, and for being happy 

in the enjoyment of thee, the infinite 

good. And bleſſed be thy name, that 

when all had ſinned and come ſhort of 
thy glory, and were fallen from the no- 

ble end of their Creation, when the 

whole world was become guilty before 
thee, thou hadſt compaſſion upon us in 
our ſinful periſhing ſtate, and haſt, in thy 
ſovereign wiſdom and love, provided a 
glorious Saviour for us, that through him 


we might be recovered to holineſs and 
happineſs. We bleſs thee, that, in the 
fulneſs of time, thou diſt ſend thine 
own Son into the world, to inſtruct us 


by 
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by his heavenly doctrine, to guide us by 
his moſt perfect example, to make a- 
tonement for us by his ſufferings and ſa- 
crifice, and to give us the fulleſt aſſuran- 
ces of a bleſſed Reſurrection and eternal 
life. We can now regard thee under 
the amiable character of a God in Chriſt, 
reconciling the world unto thyſelf; en- 
couraged by thy grace and goodneſs, we 
humbly and earneſtly apply to thee, that 


for thy Son's fake, and according to the 


multitude of thy tender mercies, thou 
wouldſt blot out all our tranſgreſſions, 
and ſpeak peace unto our ſouls. Far be 
it from us to abuſe thy mercy, or to con- 
tinue in fin, becauſe grace hath abound- 
ed : But let the riches of thy grace, as 
manifeſted in the Goſpel, lead us to re- 
pentance, and holy obedience. O bleſſed 


God ! heal the diſaffection of our hearts, 


and draw out our ſouls to thee in love. 
Give us ſuch views of they amiable glory 
and excellency, and eſpecially of thy 


infinite en and love to us, that we 


may 
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may be brought under the animating in- 
fluence of a ſuperlative love to thee. 
May we, with all faints, be able to 
comprehend more of the breadth, and 
length, and depth, and height of that 
love of Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge. 
And as we profeſs to be his diſciples, let 
the ſame mind be in us that was in him, 
and let us ſhew that we abide in him 
by walking even as he walked, Oh! 
that we may feel the mighty power and 
influence of the Goſpel doctrines and 
motives, ſo as to be thereby effectually 
ingaged to adorn the doctrine of God 
our Saviour in all things. May we have 
reſpect unto all the divine command- 
ments, and not allow ourſelves in the 
habitual neglect and violation of any of 
them. May we daily worſhip thee in 
ſpirit and in truth, with a pure adoration 
and devotion, and live in a conſtant de- 
pendance on thee and reſignation to thy 
will : And let us do every thing we do 
as in thy ſight, and in a ſubordination to 


thy 
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thy glory. Preſerve us, we beſeech thee, 
from a lifeleſs formality in Religion, and 


) a lukewarm indifferency in the things of 

0 God: And grant that we may be anima- 

t ted by a pure and fervent Zeal for the 

. honour of thy great name, and the in- 

t tereſts of thy Kingdom. 

„ And let us have a conſtant regard not 

N only to the duties of the firſt, but alſo to 1 

1 thoſe of the ſecond table. Let us not . 
d only be pious and devout towards thee I 
d our God, but be juſt and charitable to- 1 | 
ly wards our fellow-creatures, endeavour- | | ö 
d ing, in our general conduct to fulfil that | | il 
ve royal law, whereby we are obliged to 1 1 
d- love our Neighbours as ourſelves. May 11 
he we put pn as the Elect of God, holy and | 1] 
of beloved, bowels of mercies, kindneſs, 118 
in meekneſs, long-ſuftering, forbearing one 1 | 
on another, and forgiving one another, even {Ht | 
le- | as God, in Chriſt, hath forgiven us. ö | | 
hy Lord help us to fulfil the duties of the 1 
do ſeveral ſtations in which thy providence 1 
| tO hath Placed us; and to behave ſuitably 
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to the relations we bear towards ſuperiors, 
inferiors, or equals. And let us be ena- 
bled to exerciſe a due diſcipline and go- 


vernment over ourſelves, and to keep all 


our appetites and paſſions within proper 
bounds. May we ſhew that we are 
Chriſt's faithful diſciples, by crucifying 
the fleſh with the affections and luſts ; 
and not be conformed to the world in 
the corrupt cuſtoms and practices of it, 
nor follow a multitude to do evil. 

Aſſiſt us by thy good Spirit, that we 
may maintain our integrity, and preſerve 


a purity of intention, and ſteadineſs of 


reſolution amidſt the manifold temptati- 


ons ta which we are expoſed. In pati- 


ence let us poſſeſs our Souls; and let us 
learn, in whatſoever ſtate we are, therewith 
to be content. And grant that by a ſober, 


righteous, and godly life here on earth, we 


may be daily rendered more and more 
meet for the inheritance of the Saints in 
light; an inheritance incorruptible, and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, re- 
ſerved in heaven for us, When 


of our conſciences. And, we beſeech 


fering for righteouſneſs-ſake. Reſtrain 
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When ſhall the happy time come, 
which we wait and pray for, when the 
whole Earth ſhall be filled with the, 
knowledge and glory of the Lord! Re- 
member in mercy thy antient people the 
Jews. Let Chriſt crucified be no longer 
a ſtumbling block to them, but be the 
power of God, and the Wiſdom of God. 
And let the Heathen Nations be turned 
from Idols to ſerve thee, the living and 
true God, and to wait for thy Son from 
Heaven, even Jeſus, who delivered us 
from the wrath to come. 
We would be unfeignedly thankful for 
the glorious light of thy Goſpel, which 
ſhineth among us in theſe lands; and 
for the ineſtimable liberty we enjoy, of 
worſhipping thee, according to the preſ- 
criptions of thy word, and the dictates 
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the fury of their oppreſſors, and grant 
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that thoſe who whilſt they are perſecu- 
ting thy ſervants, think they are doing 
thee ſervice, may be recovered to the 
true Spirit of Chriſtianity, which is a 
ſpirit of love and peace. 

O Thou, who art the great King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords, bleſs the 
King, whom thou haſt in thy good pro- 
vidence ſet over us, and may he be ena- 
bled to guide the people committed to 
him, with integrity of heart, and ſkil- 
fulneſs of hands. And let all our. Judges 
and Magiſtrates faithfully endeavour to 
fulfil the great ends of their office, that 
juſtice and righteouſneſs may run down 
our ſtreets like a mighty ſtream, 

May the miniſters of thy Goſpel be 
wile to win ſouls, and not handle the 
word of God deceitfully, but by mani- 
feſtation of the truth commend them- 
ſelves to every man's conſcience in the 
ſight of God. We would pray for our 
Nobles and Gentry, that they may be 
eminent for probity and publick ſpirit, 
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and employ the advantages of their con- 
dition for promoting the intereſts of Re- 
ligion and virtue, and the welfare and 
good order of the community. 

Let thoſe that are engaged in com- 
merce be fair and honeſt in all their 
dealings, and not allow themſelves in any 
arts of fraud and unlawful gain. May 
they who have this world's wealth, endea- 
vour to lay themſelves out in doing good, 
and honour the Lord with their ſub- 
ſtance, conſidering it as a truſt commit- 
ted to them, of which they muſt give an 
account. And let the poor be contented 
with their lot, and apply themſelves to 
honeſt labour, working with their hands 
* which is good. 

We beſeech thee, who art the father 
of mercies to ſupply the wants of thoſe 
that are really indigent : Comfort the ſick 
and the afflicted, and be a preſent help 
to them in time of trouble. Grace, mer- 
cy, and peace be upon us; and all our 
friends and relatives, and upon all that 
1 D 3 love 


20 A Prayer for the 
love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in fincerity. 


We bleſs thee for that good word of 


thine, which we have this day heard: 
Let it make laſting impreſſions upon our 
hearts, and produce ſuitable fruits in our 
future lives. The good Lord pardon the 
weakneſſes and defects that have attend- 
ed us. in the religious ſervices in which 
we have been engaged, and lay not to 
our charge the iniquities of our holy 


things. Take us, we beſeech thee, un- 


der thy gracious protection this night. 
Let no evil befal us, neither let any 
plague come nigh our dwelling. May 
our ſleep be ſweet unto us, and let us 
ariſe in the morning of the enſuing day, 
refreſhed and ſtrengthened, that we may 
be enabled to apply ourſelves to the 
cheerful diſcharge of the duties required 
of us. Lord, hear and anſwer theſe our 
humble requeſts, and grant us what- 
ſoever thou ſeeſt to be really good and 
needful for us, in the name and for the 
fake of Jeſus Chriſt the great Mediator 
1 Rk 
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of thine appointment, through whom 


we have a freedom of acceſs unto thee, 
and can ſay with an ingenuous affiance, 
in the words which he hath taught us, 


UR Father, who art in Heaven. 

Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us, this 
day, our daily bread, and forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 
paſs againſt us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the Pow- 
er, and the Glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


Another Prayer for Lox »'s-D a v 
EVE NING. 


OST bleſſed and glorious Lord 
our God! Thou, whoſe name 
alone is Jenovan, art the moſt high 
over all the earth; thy glory is above 


DE: the 
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the Heavens. Thou art great, and clo- 
thed with Honour and Majeſty ! With 
the profoundeſt reverence would we now 
worſhip, and bow down, and kneel be- 
fore the Lord our Maker, acknowledg- 
ing that thou art worthy to receive glory 
and honour, and power, for thou haſt 
created all things ; and for thy eee 
they are and were created. 

Thou continually upholdeſt all things 
by the word of thy power; and gover- 
neſt all the orders of beings which thou 
| haſt made, by thy moſt wiſe and right- 
eous providence. 

But we would eſpecially praiſe thee, 
O Lord, for thy goodneſs, and for thy 
wonderful works unto the children of 
men. Though we are a race of ſinful 
creatures, that are daily offending thee, 
yet thou art continually doing us good in 
the methods of thy common bountiful 
providence, and haſt ſtored the whole 


world about us with a variety of things, 
for our uſe and for our entertainment. 


But 


* 
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But above all, we bleſs thee for the 
wonders of redeeming love, and for the 


exceeding riches of thy grace manifeſted 


towards us through Jeſus Chriſt. We 
adore thee for his wonderful incarnation ; 
for the clear revelation he hath brought 
us of thy will, and of our duty ; for the 
example of his moſt holy and ſpotleſs 
life ; and for the obedience of his ſuffer- 
ings and death, and the facrifice he 
hath oftered for our redemption. We 
bleſs thee, for his reſurrection from 
the dead, and for the glories of his 
exalted ſtate: That he is made head 
over all things unto his Church, and 
ever liveth to make interceſſion for us. 
And we rejoice in the proſpects of his 
glorious appearing, when he, who was 
once offered to bear the fins of many, 
{ſhall come the ſecond time to compleat 


the ſalvation of them that believe and 


obey him. 
Oh! that this thy marvellous grace and 
gooencls may make deep and laſting im- 


preſſions 
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preſſions upon our hearts: And, from a 
warm and lively ſenſe of the obligations 
we are under, let us make it our conti- 
nual endeavour to abound in all thoſe 
fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus 
Chriſt, to the praiſe and glory of God 
our Heavenly Father. 

We are aſhamed, O Lord, that we 
have been ſo forward to offend thee, and 
that we have, in ſo many inſtances, 
made very unworthy. returns to thy infi- 
nite goodneſs. We have ſinned againſt 
light and love, and have been unſtead- 
faſt in thy Covenant. But we beſeech 
thee through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
according to the multitude of thy. tender 
mercies, to blot out all our tranſgreſſions. 
Grant that we may be filled with a god- 
ly forrow for our ſins, and let us abhor 
the thoughts of continuing in fin, becauſe 
grace hath abounded towards us. 
Lord, eſtabliſh our feeble reſolutions; 
and let thy Holy Spirit help our infirmi- 
ties, for we too often find, that when we 

ee would 
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would do good, evil is preſent with us. 
Deliver us, we beſeech thee, from the 
power of corrupt and ſenſual affections, 
and enable us to govern all our appetites 
and paſſions by the laws of religion and 
reaſon. Let us follow the things, which 
are true, and juſt, and pure, and lovely, 
and virtuous, and praiſe-worthy: And 
grant that our whole conyerſation may be 
W ſuch as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


2 Subdue our obſtinate ſelf-will, and let 
t our wills be wholly ſubjected and con- 
- formed to thy good and holy will in all 
1 things. And may our hearts and affec- 
d tions be raiſed above the vanities of this 
T _ preſent world, and be fixed upon thee, 
5. the ſupreme, the infinite Good, who a- 
8 lone canſt ſatisfy the immortal deſires of 
IT dour ſouls, and in whom alone we can be 
e compleatly and for ever happy. 
We would lament it as our unhappi- 
S, neſs, as well as fault, that we love thee 
i- no more, and that our affections and de- 
1 fires towards thee, are ſo cold and lan- 


guid. 
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guid. But Lord, we delire to love thee 
above all; and to manifeſt the ſincerity 
of our love by that beſt expreſſion of it, 
the keeping thy commandments. | 
And fince thou haſt been pleaſed in 
thy holy word, to propoſe thyſelf to us 
as the great Exemplar and Pattern, to 
which we muſt labour to be conformed ; 
we beſeech thee to form us into thy di- 
vine likeneſs. Aſſiſt us by thy Spirit, 
that we may reſemble thee more and 
more, in thy moſt amiable moral excel- 
lencies ; in thy purity and holineſs; in 
thy love and goodneſs, in thy faithful- 
neſs and truth, 

Let us not take up with outward pro- 
feſſions or low attainments, but be till 
going on towards perfection, as becometh 


the children of God, and the Diſciples 
of the holy Jeſus. Oh ! that Chriſt and 

his benefits, his marvellous love, and the 
glories he hath prepared for believing 
obedient ſouls, may be the frequent ſub- 
ject of our affectionate meditations, and 


may 
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may have a purifying transforming influ- 
ence upon our hearts! Since Heaven is 
what we profeſs to have in view, thither 
let us continually aſpire in ardent deſires, 
and believing hopes, and diligent prepa- 
rations. 

We rejoice in the proſpects of being 
admitted to the city of the living God, 
that heavenly Jeruſalem; and to an in- 
numerable company of Angels, to the 
general aſſembly and Church of the firſt- 
born, which are written in Heaven; to 
God the Judge of all; and to the ſpirits 
of juſt men made perfect; and to Jeſus, 
the Mediator of the New Covenant. 
Animated by the hope that is ſet before 
us, let us now by a patient continuance 
in well-doing, ſeek for glory, honor, and 
immortality, that in the end we may 
obtain eternal life. 

O Thou, the great Governor of the 
world, and Father of mankind, order 
things ſo in thy moſt wiſe providence, 
that the obſtacles may be removed, which 

hinder 
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hinder the ſpreading of true Religion lin 
the World! 
Let Chriſtianity ſhine forth in its ge- 


nuine ſimplicity, beauty, and glory, free 
from idolatry, ſuperſtition, and ſpiritual 
Tyranny ! 

May the inhabitants of theſe lands 
have a zeal for God, tempered with evan- 
gelical meekneſs and charity: And let 
not our liberty be turned into lic entiouſ- 
neſs. 

And fince it is thy will, that we ſhould 
pray for Kings, and all in authority over 
us, have a gracious regard, we beſeech 
thee, to the prayers we would now offer 
up unto thee, on the behalf of thy ſer- 
vant our King. Let thy holy Spirit guide 
him, and thy powerful arm defend and 
ſtrengthen him; and let wiſdom and 
ek be the ſtability of his 
Throne. 

May our Magiſtrates be careful to do 
juſtice and judgment, and be a terror, 
not to goods works, but to the evil. 


And 


od 
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| And let the miniſters of the holy Je- 


Aus take heed to the miniftry they have 


received of the Lord, to fulfil it. 
O thou, whoſe Character it is to com- 
fort us in all our tribulations, pity thoſe 


that are in adverſity. Lay not upon them 


more than thou wilt enable them to bear, 
and let them find, that it is good for 
them that they have been afflicted. 

We implore thy favour upon our 
friends and relatives, and eſpecially that 
their ſouls may proſper: And grant, 
that we may be at peace among our- 
ſelves. And, as far as in us lieth, let us 
live peaceably with all men: 

Accept our thankful acknowledgments, 
O thou, our moſt merciful father, and 
ſovereign benefactor, for the numberleſs 
benefits we have received from thee, 
through the whole courſe of our lives. 
Thy kind providence hath been our con- 
ſtant ſafe-guard and ſupport: Our praiſe 
ſhould therefore be continually of thee. 
To thee we owe it that we have been 


preſerved 
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preſerved in health, or have been reſtored 


from ſickneſs, and that we have been 
continued in the uſe of our ſenſes, and 


in the exerciſe of our reaſon. Thou haſt 
hitherto, in thy great mercy, granted us 
the neceſſaries of this preſent life, and 
haſt, in many. inſtances, indulged us in 


the comforts of it. And when it hath 


pleaſed thee, for wiſe ends, to lay upon 


us thy correcting hand, we have had 


reaſon to ſing of mercy, as well as of 


5 judgment; and to bleſs thee for thy moſt 


ſeaſonable fatherly chaſtiſements, and thy 


gracious ſupports under them. 


But above all, we bleſs thee for the 
exceeding great and precious promiſes of 
thy covenant, whereby thou haſt called 
us to glory and virtue, and haſt raiſed us 
to the hope of eternal happineſs in a bet- 
ter world; and for all the valuable 
means of grace and ſpiritual improve- 
ment to help us forward in our preparati- 
ons for it. 


We 
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We beſeech thee to follow with thy 
bleſſing the inſtructions we have this day 
received from thy holy word. Pardon 
whatſoever thy holy eye hath ſeen amiſs 
in us. And watch over us and bleſs us 
this night. In a reliance on thy merci- 
ful Protection we would lay us down in 


peace, and ſleep; for thou Lord only 


makeſt us dwell in ſafety. Grant that 
we may be fitted for the duties of the fol- 
lowing day and week, and may behave 
as becometh us in our ſeveral ſtations and 
relations. And let us be careful to re- 
deem and improve the time, as being 
ſenſible, that the time of life is ſhort, and 
that to thee we muſt be accountable for 


5 


Lord lift up the light of thy counte- 
nance upon us, and graciouſly accept the 
ſupplications and thankſgivings we have 
now offered up unto thee. 

And do thou the God of Peace, who 
haſt brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jeſus, that n ſhepherd of the 
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ſheep, through the blood of the everlaſt- 
ing covenant, make us perfect in every 
good work to do thy wilt, working in us 
that which is well-pleaſing in thy ſight 
through Jeſus Chriſt : To whom be glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 


A Third Prayer for Lo R D's-Day 
E VEN INS. 


Eternal and infinitely glorious IE- 
Hovan! the ſupreme and abſo- 
lutely perfect being: who art worthy to 
receive the united praiſes and adorations 
of the whole intelligent creation. 

Thou, even thou, art Lord alone ! 
Thou haft made Heaven, the Heaven of 
Heavens, with all their Hoſt, the Earth, 
and all things that are therein; the ſeas, 
and all that is therein; and thou preſer- 
veſt them all: And the hoſt of Heaven 
worſhippeth thee. O Lord, how mani- 
fold 
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fold are thy works! In wiſdom haſt thou 
made. them all. Who is like unto thee, 


glorious in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, 


working. wonders! Thy bounty is wide 
as this vaſt creation: Thy mercy endu- 
reth for ever: And thy truth unto all 
generations! 

We rejoice to think that we are under 
thy moſt juſt and benign adminiſtrations, 
who, we are ſure, wilt order all things 
with infinite wiſdom and equity, ſo as is 
moſt for the good of the whole, and for 


the happineſs of thoſe that love and ſeek 


thee in ſincerity. 
Lord, we acknowledge that thy ways 
are equal, and that thy laws are holy and 
juſt, and good, and tend to promote 
the true felicity and perfection of our 
nature. But with ſhame and confuſion 
of face muſt we confeſs at thy footſtool, 
that we have in many inſtances tranſgreſ- 
ſed thoſe commandments, which thou 
haſt ſet before us as the rule of our du- 
E 2 ty; 
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ty, and have riſen up both againſt thy 
authority, and againſt thy goodneſs, To 


often have we oppoſed our corrupt wills 


to thy holy will and law, and have been 


drawn by our irregular - appetites and 
paſſions to act contrary to the convictions 
of our own minds, and to the ſacred 
obligations of thy covenant. All our 
omiſſions and neglects of duty, the num- 
berleſs defects and weaknefles which 
have attended us, as well as our more 
preſumptuous offences, are now open to 


| | FR thy all-ſeeing eye. We have reaſon 


 fmite upon our breaſts ſaying, Lord, be 


merciful to us ſinners. Our iniquities 
have abounded, let thy grace much more 
abound in the full and free remiſſion of 
them. We have deſtroyed ourſelves : 
But in thee, O Lord, is our help and our 
ſalvation. 


We would receive it as a faithful ſay- 


ing, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to ſave 


ſinners. 


Lord's-Day Evening. 35 


finners: We defire to rely on him as the 
appointed Saviour, to ſubmit to him as 
our Lord, and to comply with the moſt 
reaſonable and gracious terms of pardon 


and ſalvation which are eſtabliſhed in the 


New Covenant. 

_ Afiiſt us by thy grace, we beſeech 
thee, that we may hate and forſake every 
evil way, and may not harbour any dar- 


ling iniquity in our boſoms. Since we 
have ſuch exceeding great and precious 


promiſes given us, grant that we may 
thereby be made partakers of a divine 
nature, and may eſcape the corruption 
that is in the world through luſt. 

Lord, keep us from an evil heart of 


unbelief, and let us be built up in our 


moſt holy faith. And do thou, who 
commandedſt light to ſhine out of dark- 
neſs, ſhine into our hearts, to give us the 
light of the knowledge of thy glory, in 
the face of Jeſus Chriſt. Let us have 
ſuch views of thy moſt amiable perfecti- 
ons, and eſpecially of thy infinite good- 
23 neſs, 
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neſs, that we may be powerfully drawn 


to love thee above all, and may delight 
greatly in thy commandments, Let us 
eſteem thy ſervice to be our nobleſt free- 


dom, and be animated with a pure and 


fervent zeal for the glory of thy great 
name, and the intereſts of thy kingdom. 

We would aſpire with earneſt defires 
after a nearer conformity to thee, the beſt 


of Beings: And as thou, who haſt called 


us, art holy, ſo may we be holy in all 
manner of converſation. And let a ſenſe 
of a preſent deity be an effectual preſer- 
vative againſt fin and temptation, and a 
powerful en gagement to the performance 


of our duty. 


O 'Thou, the great ſearcher of hearts, 
who loveſt truth in the inward parts, 
cleanſe us from all hypocriſy and guile, 
and give us that chriſtian candour and 
ſimplicity of ſpirit, that godly fincerity, 
which is pleaſing and acceptable in thy 
fight. Subdue that inordinate ſelfiſhneſs, 
which is deeply rooted i in our hearts; and 
| let 
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let us put on charity, which is the bond 
of perfectneſs; that charity which ſeek- 
eth not her own, which envieth not, and 
1s not puffed up, and behaveth not itſelf 
ufiſeemly. Let the law of kindneſs be in 
our lips: And putting away from us all 
lying and clamour, and evil-ſpeaking, 
let us ſpeak the truth in love, and not 
backbite with our tongues, nor take up 
a reproach againſt our neighbour. In the 


l 

| 

1 whole courſe of our actions, let it be our 
8 deſire and delight to be doing good, in 
a 

C 


conformity to the example of that bleſſed 

Redeemer, who, in the days of his fleſh, 
went about doing good to the bodies and 
to the ſouls of men. 

And whilſt thou continueſt us in this 
ſtate of trial, aſſiſt us, gracious God, to 
"I perform the duties of our ſeveral ſtations 
"= and relations, and to fill up that part in 
the civil and ſocial life which thy provi- 


þ dence hath aſſigned us, that we may 
, glorify thee on the earth, and ſerve our 


2 generation acgording unto thy will. 
et | By - E 4 May- 
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May all thy diſpenſations towards us 
be ſanctied. To thee we would be 
thankful for every good thing we enjoy, 
and for all the proſperous events which 
befal us. And if thou ſeeſt fit to exer- 
ciſe us with affliction and ſuffering, far 
from murmuring or repining let us meek- 
ly acquieſce in thine appointments. Grant 
that tribulation may work patience, - and 
patience experience, and experience hope; 
that hope of the glory of God which 
maketh not aſhamed. We would beg 
with greater earneſtneſs than for any 
worldly advantages whatſoever, that we 
may make a conſtant progreſs in grace 
and in all the virtues of the chriſtian life. 

And whenever it ſhall pleaſe thee to 
put an end to this our preſent ſtate of 
trial and diſcipline, let us be received in- 
to thoſe bliſsful manſions which thy infi- 
nite goodneſs hath prepared, where we 
hope to be made perfect in holineſs and 


glory. 
k May 
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May the name of Chriſt be ſpread 
from the riſing to the ſetting ſun, and 
let the time come when all nations ſhall 


call him bleſſed. 


Our hearts deſire and prayer for Iſrael 
is that they may be ſaved : And that the 
Gentiles every where may be turned 
from darkneſs unto light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God, that they may 


receive the forgiveneſs of fins, and an in- 


heritance among them that are ſanctified 
by faith that is in Chriſt Jeſus. 


Revive among profeſſed Chriſtians a 


hearty zeal for true uncorrupted chriſtia- 


nity in its power and purity, and grant 
that they may approve themſelves the 
Diſciples of Jeſus by loving one another, 


and by keeping the unity of the t in 


the bond of peace. 

Oh in mercy to thy church and man- 
kind put a ſtop to perſecuting rage and 
violence, and let not thy ſuffering ſer- 
vant be conſtrained by any worldly ter- 


TOFsS 
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rors to make ſhipwreck of faith and a 
good conſcience, 

May we in theſe lands make a right im- 
provement of our happy privileges, and 
walk as children of the light and of the 
day. 

Do thou, who art the governor amon ig 
the nations, bleſs, guide and defend thy 
ſervant our King: And give wiſe and 
able magiſtrates, that under the ſhadow 
of civil authority, we may lead peaceable 
and quiet lives in all godlineſs and 
honeſty. 

Let the miniſters of thy goſpel preach 
not themſelves but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 
and be examples to the believers in word, 
in converſation, in charity, in faith, in 
purity | . | 
And let all in their ſeveral ſtations and 
relations endeavour to adorn the doctrine 
of God our Saviour in all things. 
We beſeech thee, the God of all grace, to 
bleſs the riſing generation. Let parents be 
Careful to bring up their children in the 
nurture 


if we have any enemies, Lord, have 


to thoſe that are in adverſity. 
in the ordinances of thy houſe: And 


may grow in wiſdom and ſpiritual under- 


— 
| , 
\ 
1 j 
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nurture and admonition of the Lord. And 
let thoſe that are in the days of their youth 
enter betimes on the ways of wiſdom, 
piety, and virtue, and fleeing youthful luſts, 
let them bring forth the amiable fruits of 
righteouſneſs to thy praiſe and glory. 

We commend to thy fatherly goodneſs 


and care all our friends and relatives, and 


mercy on them and turn their hearts. 

Let the poor, the ſick and the afflicted 
be remembred by thee as their ſeveral 
caſes and circumſtances require. And 
may they that are in an eaſy and proſpe- 
rous condition be humble and thankful, 
and manifeſt their ſenſe of thy goodneſs 
to them, by a readineſs to ſhew kindneſs 


We bleſs thee for the opportunity we 
have this day had of attending upon thee 


grant that as we have ſuch frequent ſea- 
ſons of grace put into our hands, we 


ſtanding, 
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ſtanding, and in all holineſs and good- 
neſs, and may by the exerciſes of thy 
worſhip in thy church below, be prepared 
for the nobler exerciſes and enjoyments 
of an eternal Sabbath in thy immediate 
beatific preſence and Kingdom above. 
Aſſiſt us by thy grace that through the 
following week we may walk before thee 
unto all pleaſing, and in all our worldly 
buſineſſes, employments and cares, and 
even in our recreations themſelves, may 
maintain a conſtant regard to thy preſence 
and approbation, as becometh accounta- 
ble creatures, 

Let not a weariſome night be appoint- 
ed us, but grant to us comfortable repoſe, 
that in the morning of the enſuing day 
we may awake full of the praiſes of thy 
goodneſs, and with freſh reſolutions of 
| devoting our preſerved lives to thy glory 
and ſervice. 

Accept us, we beſeech thee, through 
Jeſus Chriſt the Son of thy love, for 
whom we would with all our hearts 

adore 
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adore and bleſs thee, and in whoſe name 
and words, we call upon thee. 


UR Father, who art in Heaven. 

Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done on 
earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us, this 
day, our daily bread, and forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 
paſs againſt us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the Pow- 


er, and the Glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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ALMIGHTY and moſt gracious 
God, who art plenteous in mercy 


to all that call upon thee in truth. On 


thee we continually depend, and each 
returning day bringeth freſh inſtances of 


thy favour and loving kindneſs towards 


us. 


—— 219 
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us. In the morning therefore would we 
direct our prayer unto thee, and would 
humbly offer up our grateful acknowledg- 
ments and adorations. We thank thee 
that thou haſt hitherto granted us the ne- 
ceſſaries and many of the conveniencies 
of this preſent life. But we would eſpe- 
cially adore and bleſs thee for the ſpiri- 
tual bleſſings conferred upon us through 
Jeſus Chriſt the Son of thy love. Aſſiſt 
and enable us, we beſeech thee, this 
day, and all our days, to live not unto 
ourſelves but unto thee, and to glorify 

thee in our bodies and ſpirits which are 
thine. 
We are aſhamed to reflect that we 
have in many inſtances carried it un- 
gratefully and diſingenuouſly towards 
thee, and have tranſgreſſed thy holy and 
_ righteous law both by omitting the duties 
which are there required, and by doing 
thoſe things which thou haſt there for- 
bidden. If thou, Lord, ſhouldeſt be ex- 
treme to mark what we have done amils, 
We 
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we could not abide the trial of thy ſtrict 
juſtice, But it is our great comfort that 
with thee there is mercy, and with thee 
there is plenteous redemption. And fince 
it hath pleaſed thee in thy great love to 
mankind, to exalt thy Son Jeſus Chriſt 
to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give re- 
pentance and remiſſion of fins; we beg 
that thou wouldeſt be graciouſly pleaſed 
through him to work in us a fincere re- 
pentance, and to grant us the full and 
free remiſſion of all our offences. Oh 
ſend thy ſpirit to ſanctify us in all our fa- 
culties and powers, that we may be re- 
newed after thine image in knowledge, 
righteouſneſs, and true holineſs. Let us 
love thee, the Lord our God, with all our 
hearts, who alone art infinitely amiable, 

the fountain of all perfection and happi- 
neſs, and let a continual fear of thee 
poſſeſs and govern our minds, that we 
may not allow ourſelves in any thing 
that is contrary to thy holy nature and 
will. Let us walk * as in thy 


light, 
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ſight, and exerciſe a conſtant dependance 
on thy wiſe and good providence. And 
from a perſuaſion- that thou ordereſt all 
things really for the beſt, let us learn to 
caſt our cares and burdens upon thee, 
and reſign ourſelves wholly to thy diſpo- 
ſals. May we be daily looking unto 
Jeſus the author and finiſher of. our faith, 
and have his bright example ever in view 
as our great pattern, and feel the ſacred 
conſtraints of his wondrous love. 

Lord keep us from deceiving ourſelves 
with a dead inoperative Faith. Let us ſo 
believe as to be careful to maintain good 
works, and let the obedience we yield be 
free and ingenuous, having reſpect unto 
all thy commandments. 

O God who ſearcheſt the hearts and 
trieſt the reins of the children of men, 
cleanſe thou us from our ſecret faults, 
but eſpecially deliver us from preſumptu- 
ous ſins, and let them not have domi- 
nion over us. Turn away our eyes we be- 


ſeech thee from beholding vanity, - and 
quicken 
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quicken us in thy way. Incline our 
hearts unto thy teſtimonies and not unto 
covetouſneſs. Since the time is ſhort 
let us uſe this world ſo as not to abuſe it, 
conſidering that the faſhion of this world 
paſſeth away, and let us ſeek the things 
which are above, and not be carnally 
minded which is death, but be ſpiritually 


minded which is life and peace. Grant 
O moſt merciful heavenly Father, that 


through the gracious aſſiſtances of thy 
good Spirit we may grow up in all holi- 


neſs and goodneſs to the true perfection 


of our natures. And let us ſo fulfil the 
work which thou haſt given us to do here 
on earth, that after having ſerved our ge- 
neration according to thy will, we may 


enter into the joy of our Lord. 
Let thy way, O God, be known upon 


earth, and thy ſalvation unto all people. 


Have mercy in an eſpecial manner on 


theſe nations of Britain and Jreland. 


Heal our backſlidings, and revive our 
languiſhing love and zeal. Let all in 
* authority 
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authority over us rule us in thy fear and 
to thy glory. And let thy mercy extend 
to all orders and degrees of perſons. Pro- 
tect us this day by thy good providence, 
and guide us by thy Spirit. Keep us 
from trifling away precious time, and 
aſſiſt us in every part of duty in which 
we ſhall be engaged. And grant us 
whatſoever thou ſeeſt we really ſtand 
in need of for our bodies and for our 
ſouls, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, in 
whom thou art always well pleaſed, and 
in whoſe comprehenſive words we ſum 
up all our petitions, 


UR Father, who art in Heaven. 
Hallowed be thy name. . Thy 


Kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us, this 
day, our. daily bread. And forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 
paſs againſt us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 


For 
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For thine is the Kingdom, and the Pow- 
er, and the Glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


8 


LY 
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ros great and-glorious, moſt 
merciful and gracious Lord God, 
with a profound veneration, and with 


humble gratitude we would worſhip and 


adore thee as our almighty maker, our 
conſtant preſerver, our moſt bountiful 
benefactor, our ſupreme Lord, and chieſ- 


eſt good. We are ſenſible of thy juſt 


propriety in us, and dominion over us, 


that thou haſt the moſt rightful claim to 
our higheſt love, and to all the obedi- 
ence we are capable of rendering, and that 
it is in thee alone that we can be happy. 


But we muſt acknowledge with deep 


humility and ſelf-abaſement that we have 


in many inſtances fallen ſhort of the 


great end of our Being, and have acted 
| F 2 contrary 
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contrary to the Obligations which thy 


authority and goodneſs have laid upon us. 


Our own hearts charge us with manifold 


tranſgreſſions of thy holy and righteous 
law. How much more mayeſt thou 
charge us, who art greater than our 
hearts, and knoweſt all things? But we 
beſeech thee to extend thy mercy to- 
wards us through Jeſus Chriſt, in whom 
thou haſt made known all the riches of 
thy grace to periſhing ſinners of the hu- 
man race. And as we would implore 
the pardon of our paſt iniquities, ſo we 
would no leſs earneſtly deſire the ſancti- 
fying influences and aids of thy holy 
Spirit. Lord, help our weakneſſes and 
infirmities, and enlarge our hearts that 


we may run the way of thy command- 


ments with chearfulneſs and delight. 
Make us ſenſible that the happieſt thing 
we can do for ourſelves is to obey the 
laws which thou haſt given us, and to 


+ - reſign ourſelves in all things to thy will, 


and to embrace whatſoever thy ſovereign 
wiſdom 


3 \ 
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wiſdom ſeeth to be really beſt and fitteſt 
for us. On thee we deſire to caſt all our 
burdens and cares amidſt the viciffitudes 
of this mortal life. And we beſeech thee 
to enable us to apply ourſelves with zeal 
and diligence to the performance of every 
part of our duty. Let that grace of 
thine, which bringeth ſalvation, effectu- 
ally teach us, that denying ungodlineſs 
and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly in this preſent 
world ; looking for the bleſſed hope; and 
the glorious appearing of the great God, 
and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who gave 
himſelf for us, that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purify unto him- 
ſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. Let us not love the world, nei- 
ther the things that are in the world, fo 
as to chuſe them for our portion, or place 


; our chiet happineſs in them. If riches 

encreaſe, let us not ſet our hearts upon 
them, nor truſt in uncertain riches, but 
in thee the living God. And if it ſhall 


F 3 ſeem 
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ſeem fit to thee that we ſhould be poor 
and in a low condition, let us be patient 
and contented with our lot, and grant 
that we may be rich in faith and heirs of 
the kingdom. Whatever ſtation or con- 
dition we are in, let us be enabled to fulfil 
the duties of that ſtation and condition, 


adorning the doctrine of God our Saviour 


in all things. May we be juſt in all our 
dealings, and govern ourſelves in our 
general conduct, by that excellent rule 
which our Saviour hath taught us, to do 
unto others as we would that they ſhould 
do unto us. Let us be kindly affectioned 
one to another with brotherly love, in 
honour preferring one another. And if 
we meet with injuries and reproaches, let 


us inſtead of indulging the bitterneſs of 


revenge, exerciſe a forgiving diſpoſition, 
and be ready even to render good for 
evil, and bleſſing for curling. 

We beſeech thee, gracious God, who 
art the ſovereign diſpoſer of all events, 


to cauſe all things to work together for 
| our 
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our good. Enable us meekly to ſubmit to 
thy hand in all our afflictions, conſidering 
them as wiſely and righteouſly ordered by 
thee. And let us be unfeignedly thankful 
to thee for all the mercies we receive. 
With grateful hearts we acknowledge that 
goodneſs of thine which hath followed us 
all our days. To thy kind providence 
we owe it that we are ſupplied with 
the neceſſaries, and that we enjoy many 
of the comforts of this preſent life: 
But eſpecially we bleſs thee for the glo- 
rious privileges of thy Goſpel, and for 
that unſpeakable gift of thy love, the 
gift of thine own Son, and for all the 
| ſpiritual bleſſings we are made partakers 
of through him. We rejoice in the hap- 
py proſpects which are before us, the 
proſpects of an inheritance incorruptible 
and undefiled and that fadeth not away, 
reſerved in Heaven for us. And grant, 
we beſeech thee, that we may walk wor- 
thy of the high and heavenly calling 
wherewith we are called, and as be- 

F 4 cometh 
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cometh the heirs and expectants of a 

bleſſed immortality. 
We pray that Jews and Gentiles may 
be brought to the obedience of faith ; 
and that true Chriſtianity may every 
where prevail, free from thoſe corrupti- 
ons and debaſing mixtures which have 
ſtained its purity and glory. Do thou, 
the God of all grace, pour forth thy 
holy ſpirit from on high upon all orders 
and degrees of perſons in theſe lands. 
Put a ſtop to the growth of prophaneneſs, 
impiety, and infidelity, and to that vice 
and diſloluteneſs of manners which ſo 
aboundeth among us. Deliver us from 
bitter envying and uncharitableneſs, and 
let us follow the things which make for 
peace and the things with which we may 
edify one another. We beſeech thee, 
by whom Kings reign and Princes de- 
cree juſtice, to bleſs thy ſervant our King, 
in his perſon, family, and government. 
Let his throne be eſtabliſhed in wiſdom 
and righteouſneſs, And let all inferior 
| magiſtrates 
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magiſtrates employ the authority com- 
mitted. to them, for a terror to evil doers, 
and an encouragement to them that do 
well. May the miniſters of thy Goſpel 
be happily inſtrumental to promote the 
knowledge and practice of real vital 
chriſtianity, both by their doctrine and 
by their example. We beſeech thee in 
thy great goodneſs to provide for the ne- 
ceſſities of the poor. Look in mercy on 
the ſick and the afflicted : Let them not 
deſpiſe thy chaſtening, O Lord, nor faint 
when they are rebuked of thee. We 

beg for a bleſſing from thee upon our 
dear relatives, our friends and benefactors, 
and that thou wouldeſt be graciouſly 
pleaſed to forgive our enemies, and let 
them be brought to the exerciſe of a true 
chriſtian ſpirit and temper. 

We acknowledge thy fatherly care 
| over us throughout the day paſt, and we 
; commit ourſelves to thy divine protection 
| and bleſſing this night. And grant that 
. we may be ſo refreſhed with quiet ſleep, 
| as 
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as to be fitted for a chearful performance 
of the duties of the following day. We 
offer up all our ſupplications, thankſgi- 
vings and requeſts to thee our moſt mer- 
ciful heavenly Father, in the name of 
Jeſus Chriſt thy well beloved Son our 
Lord, to whom he glory and dominion, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 


\ ——— 
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OST bleſſed and glorious God, 


M our creator, preſerver, and bene- 
factor. It is of thy mercies that we are 


not conſumed, even becauſe thy com- 


paſſions fail not. They are new every 


morning, great 1s thy faithfulneſs. We 
acknowledge, O Lord, that we are leſs 
than the leaſt of thy mercies. In many 


things have we offended, and all our 
weakneſſes, our negligences and defects 


are perfectly known unto thee, as well as 
our more preſumptuous tranſgreſſions, 


Enter 
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Enter not into judgment with thy ſer- 


vants, we beſeech thee, but through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and according to the 
gracious terms of that covenant which is 
ratified by his blood, blot out all our ini- 
quities, and ſpeak peace unto our ſouls, 
and then let us not return again unto folly, 
To thee, Lord, we would abſolutely de- 
vote ourſelves. And it is the humble 


purpoſe of our hearts, that we will en- 
deavour to walk in holineſs and righ- 


teouſneſs before thee all the days of our 


lives. 

We are ſenſible that we live in a ial 
full of temptations and ſnares, and that in 
ourſelves we are weak inſufficient creatures. 
But we know that thy grace is ſuffici- 
.ent for us; and would therefore humbly 


apply to thee, that thou wouldeſt make 


thy ſtrength perfect in our weakneſs. 


Lord, help us to keep our hearts with 


all diligence, and to exerciſe a conſtant 


watch over ourſelves, that we may guard | 


againſt the irregular motions of our ap- 
petites 
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petites and paſſions, and may keep them 
within proper bounds. Cleanſe us, we 
beſeech thee, from all filthineſs of fleſh 
and ſpirit, and let no iniquity have do- 
minion over us. 

Deliver us from an inordinate love to 
this preſent world, and let us not place 
our portion or happineſs here on earth, 
but ſeek the things which are above, 


where Chriſt now ſitteth at the right 


hand of God. May we live and walk 
by faith, and grant that our whole 
temper and conduct may be ſuited to our 
high and heavenly hopes, and to the great 
and glorious things we have in view. 
Having our hearts habitually poſſeſſed 
with holy affections and diſpoſitions to- 
wards thee, our God, let us live, from 
day to day, in thy fear and love, in an 
unreſerved ſubmiſſion to thy authority, 
and reſignation to thy will, and in a firm 
dependance on thy wiſdom and goodneſs, 
and all ſufficiency. 


And | 
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And let us ſhew our regard to thee, 
not only in immediate acts of piety and 
devotion, but by a diligent and faithful 
diſcharge of the duties incumbent upon 
us in the ſeveral ſtations and relations, in 
which thy providence hath placed us. 
Make us careful to render unto all their 
dues, and to provide things honeſt in the 
ſight of all men. And grant that in our 
general conduct, we may act under the 
influence of that wiſdom, which is from 
above; which is firſt pure, and then 
peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreat- 
ed, full of mercy and of good fruits, 
without partiality, and without hypocriſy. 
Let us not take up with low attainments, 
but be ſtill going on towards perfection; 
aſpiring with earneſt deſires after a near- 
er conformity to thee, our heavenly Fa- 
ther, in thy moſt amiable moral excellen- 
lencies: And to thy well-beloved Son, 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, the unſpotted 
image of thy own goodneſs and purity. 
May we be thus rendered daily more and 
more 


60 A Prayer for 

more. meet for the inheritance of the 
Saints in light, where we hope to behold 
thy face in righteouſneſs, and to be eter- 
nally fatisfied with thy likeneſs. 

We would offer up our prayers and 
ſupplications unto thee, not only for 
ourſelves, but for the whole human race. 
Let the nations every where be brought 
to the hearty belief and acknowledg- 
ment of thee, the only true God; and 
of Jeſus Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſent. 

And fince thou haſt been graciouſly 
pleaſed to viſit us in theſe lands with the 
light of thy glorous Goſpel, Lord, help 
us to make a right uſe and improvement 
of our happy advantages. 
hleſs thoſe in authority over us, ſu- 
preme and ſubordinate; and grant that, 
in their ſeveral ſtations, they may pro- 
mote the honour of thy name, and the 
publick order and welfare. 

Look in mercy upon tlie ſick and the 
afflicted; provide for the poor; and com- 


fort the feeble minded; and cauſe all 
things 
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things to work together for good to them 
that love thy name. Let us of this fa- 
mily dwell together in unity: And help 
us to exerciſe ourſelves, with chearfulnefs 
and diligence, in the duties of our ſeve- 


ral worldly employments, doing every 


thing we do as in thy ſight, and in a ſub- 
ordination to thy glory. Grant us, 
Good Lord, ſuch a portion of the things 
of this preſent world, as thou ſeeſt to be 
really beſt for us: And, we beſeech 
thee, ſo to order our outward condition 
and circumſtances here on earth, as that 
we may be fitted whenever thou ſhalt 
call us hence, for an abundant entrance 
into the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt. In whoſe 
name we offer up all our prayers, and 
through whom we would aſcribe to thy 
divine and moſt excellent Majeſty, all 
honour and glory, thankſgiving and 
praiſe, both now and evermore, Amen. 
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A Prayer for TuzsDay Evening. 


DLESSED and glorious God, the 

high and lofty one, that inhabiteſt 
eternity ! It is a condeſcenſion in thee to 
regard the Hallelujahs of Angels. But 
- thou haft been pleaſed to repreſent thy- 
ſelf to us as on a throne of grace, to 
which we may draw near with a humble 
boldneſs, that we may obtain mercy, 
and may find grace to help us in the 
time of our need. 

And for our farther encouragement 
thou haſt appointed thy own Son to be 
our great Mediator and Advocate. In 
his name therefore, and in a humble de- 
pendance on thy ſovereign. and fatherly 
goodneſs, we are now at thy footſtool, 
earneſtly imploring thy pardoning mercy, 
and the ſanctifying grace of thy holy 
Spirit. Lord, we beſeech thee, to be 
merciful unto our unrighteouſneſs, and 
our fins and iniquities remember againſt 

us 
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us no more. They are many in number, 
and attended with hainous aggravations. 
But they are not too many nor too great, 
for infinite mercy to forgive. But keep 
us, gracious God, from abuſing thy grace 
and goodneſs, The more ready thou art 
to forgive, the more we are aſhamed that 
we have been fo forward to offend. We 
defire, from our hearts, to approve the 
terms of mercy and falvation, propoſed 
to us in the Goſpel: And we implore 
the aſſiſtance of thy Spirit, that we may 
be enabled to fulfil them, and to walk 
anſwerably to the obligations of thy co- 

; venant. Lord, ſhine into our fouls with 
thy quickening transforming light, that 
we may be filled with the knowledge of 

7 thy will in all wiſdom and fpiritual un- 
. derſtanding, and may be enabled to diſ- 
WW cern the things that are excellent. Sanc- 
* tify us by thy truth; thy word is truth. 
0 Grant that our Faith may grow exceed- 
d ingly; and let it purify our hearts, and 
t work by love, and be productive of ſin- 
8 | "v2: cere 


— owe 2 2 * 2 
g r W . n n $629 . 
X = \ \ — 
* Pa 4 1 6 P o 2 2 ? - 
— — = — 2 —— 12 = —— — N 1 


rr 


me „ „ 
» _ 1 


| 
| 


'T 
t 
J 
1 
! 

4 
1} 
4 yg 
G 

« I} 
I. 
1 
1 
| 
* 


if 
1 
1 
1 
1 


* AS „ Wy" 5» 
— 
AG 2 


— 
ri. 


1K 


1 —— * * 
e eee eee ee 
— 


— 


4 —— 


* 
rr... 
1 LATE" N 
n 8 „ —_ 


64 | 4 Prayer * 


cere univerſal obedience. May our ſouls 


be habitually poſſeſſed with an awful ve- 
neration of thy divine majeſty, and with 
a thankful admiration of thy infinite 


goodneſs ; ; and let us be formed to a 


chearful and entire ſubmiſſion to thy au- 
thority, and reſignation to thy will in all 
things. May we maintain a conſtant 
ſenſe of thy preſence with us, and in- 
ſpection over us, and daily act as becom- 
eth thoſe, that are accountable for their 
whole conduct to thee the ſupreme — 
nor and judge. 

As we are bleſſed with the glorious 
light of the goſpel, let us walk as chil- 
dren of the light, and feel the mighty 
power and infſuence of the. Goſpel doc- 


trines and motives upon our hearts and 


lives. Let us do juſtly and love mercy, 
and grant that we may be ſober and tem- 
perate in all things, chaſte and pure, as 
| becometh thoſe, whoſe bodies, as well as 
ſouls, are the temples of the Holy Ghoſt. 


And fince it hath plcaſed thee to honour 


us 
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us with the dignity and privileges of the 
fons of God, let us be followers of thee 
as dear children, that we may be, in our 
meaſure and degree, holy as thou art 
holy, and perfe& as our Father who is 
in heaven is perfect. 

Inſpire our fouls, we befeech thee, 
with a love of purity and virtue, and 
with a ſteady abhorrence and deteſtation 
of all vice and wickedneſs. Let no 
pleaſures of fin entice us, no worldly ad- 
vantages bribe us to do any thing, which 
is contrary to thy holy will and law, and 
which our own conſciences diſapprove. 

Forgetting the things which are be- 
hind, and reaching forth unto the things 
which are before, we would preſs towards 
the mark, for the prize of the high 
calling of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus 
our Lord; that in due time we may at- 
tain to a glorious reſurrection, and to 
that bleſſed ſtate of perfect goodneſs and 
| pray in thy beavenly Kingdom. 


G S | 0 thou, 
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O thou, who wouldeſt have all men 
to be ſaved, and to come to the know- 
ledge of the truth, order things ſo in thy 
wiſe and kind providence, that the truth, 
as it 1s in Jeſus, may be known and re- 
ceived among all nations. 

Revive the power of godlineſs in theſe 
lands, and let us be a people zealous of 
good works, ſhewing forth the praiſes and 
Virtues of him that hath called us out 
of darkneſs into his marvellous light. 

Uphold thy ſervant our King with the 
ſaving ſtrength of thy right hand; and 
let him make thy glory, and the evil of 
the people committed to his charge, the * 
great end of his adminiſtrations. And 
may inferior rulers and magiſtrates be 
juſt, ruling in the fear of God. 

Loet thy bleſſing, O Lord, be upon all 
orders and degrees of men: And, in a 
particular manner upon thoſe, for whom 
we are eſpecially concerned. We be- 
ſeech thee, to provide, in thy great mercy, 

for 
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for the poor and needy; and comfort the 
afflicted and diſconſolate. 
And do thou our moſt gracious bene- 
factor, accept our thankful acknowledg= 
ments for the repeated inſtances of thy 
favour, and loving kindneſs towards us. 


We bleſs thee for thy conſtant preſervati- 


on of us, and for the daily benefits of thy 
bountiful providence; for the provifion 
thou haft made for our ſubſiſtence and 
ſupport in this preſent world; and for 
the means of ſpiritual improvement which 
are put into our hands; and for the glo- 
rious and ſublime hopes we are raiſed un- 


to by the goſpel. 


We would particularly acknowledge 
thy goodneſs to us, and watchful care 
over us, throughout the day paſt. And 
we  beſeech thee graciouſly to overlook 
our failures and infirmities, and whatſo- 


ever hath been amiſs in us, in thought, 


word, and deed. 


We would now humbly put our per- 
fons and dwellings under thy merciful 
- AN-2 protection, 
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protection, that we may be freed from 
the terror by night, from every evil acci- 
dent, and from the attempts of violent 
men; and let us be fo refreſhed and 
ftrengthened by thy gift of ſleep, that we 
may riſe with renewed alacrity to the du- 
ties and ſervices of the following day- 

And grant, that when we have finiſh- 
ed the day of life, we may have hope in 
our death: And may in that time, which 
ſhall ſeem moſt fit to thy infinite wiſdom 
and goodneſs, riſe to glory and immor- 
tality through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who 
is the reſurrection and the life. 

And now unto him, that is able to 
keep us from falling, and to preſent us 
faultleſs before the preſence of his glory 
with exceeding joy; to the only wiſe God 
our Saviour, be glory, and majeſty, do- 
minion and power, both now and ever! 


Amen. 
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OST bleſſed God! In thee we 

live and move and have our be- 

ing. Upon thee we are abſolutely de- 

pendent for life and breath and all things. 

Thou makeſt the outgoings of the morn- 
ing and evening to rejoice. 

We bleſs thy holy name that thou haſt 
preſerved us during the darkneſs and 
ſilence of the night paſt, and that we 
awake in peace and ſafety. f 

We bleſs thee for the continued uſe of 
reaſon, and of our active powers ; and 
that, by the favour of thy providence, 
we have the conveniences and comforts 

of life about us; and above all, for the 
opportunity and encouragement we have 
to purſue after the true ends and purpoſes 
of our being. We would begin this 


J day with renewing upon our minds the 
| G 4 ſenſe 
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ſenſe of the obligations we are under to 
ſerve and obey thee in the whole courſe 
of our lives. We are thy creatures, and 
profeſs ourſelves to be the voluntary ſub- 
jects of thy government. We have been 
the conſtant beneficiaries of thy provi- 
dence. And notwithſtanding our great 
unworthineſs and manifold fins we have 
received innumerable favours from thee. 
We acknowledge that thy ſervice is the 
molt perfect liberty. And that thy laws 
are the dictates of the greateſt goodneſs 
as well as wiſdom, intended to make the 
ſubjects of thy kingdom happy 3 ; and 
that in keeping them there is great 
reward. It becometh us, therefore, to 
rejoice, that we are under thy govern- 
ment, and with the greateſt chearfulneſs 
to ſerve thee. And may we ever retain 
a deep ſenſe of the obligations we are 
under as the redeemed of the Lord, as 
being not our own, but bought with a 
price, that we might be the ſervants of 
God, and glorify him in our bodies and 


ſpirits, 
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ſpirits, which are the Lord's. Aſſiſt, we 
beſeech thee, our endeavours to a& a 
part ſuitable to theſe obligations; and in 
all the tranſactions and the whole con- 
duct of life to ſet thee before us. Thou, 
O Lord, knoweſt our weakneſſes, and 
the many temptations to which we are 
expoſed, We earneſtly pray that thou 


wilt deliver us from evil, and let the 


maintaining of our integrity be the ſub- 
Jet of our own conſtant attention and 


principal care. Eſpecially we pray that 


we may be preſerved from the fins which 
more eaſily beſet us, and by which we 
have been in time paſt enſnared. Let 
our thoughts, our words, and actions, 


this day, be fo directed and guarded, 


that we may give way to nothing which 
ſhould break in upon the peace of our 
conſciences, and the tranquillity of our 
minds. And do thou help us in our ſe- 
veral ſtations to do our duty with finceri- 
ty, and in all the affairs of life to act a 
conſcientious and upright part; doing 


what- 
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whatſoever is in our power to promote 
the intereſt and well-being of our fellow 
creatures, and carefully abſtaining from 
every thing which might be injurious to 
them,. in word or deed. Let us ever 
maintain that good will, meekneſs, and 
humbleneſs of mind, which are fo neceſ- 
ſary to our own peace, and to make us 
_ uſeful in ſociety, and procure us favour . 
with God and man. 
We beſeech thee to proſper the labours 
of our hands this day and to give us good 
ſucceſs. We are ſenſible, that this de- 
pends upon thy favour, and that without 
thy countenance our own endeavours will 
be fruitleſs and vain. Upon thee; there- 
fore, and thy good providence we rely. 
But let us ever be prepared to bear any 
diſappointments we may meet with in 
our expectations and endeavours with 
ſuch a temper as becometh thoſe whe 
believe in thee, and who regard thine 
hand in all things; ſubmitting without 
murmuring to thy holy will, and ac- 
counting 


W 
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counting what thou art pleaſed to ap- 
point, the fitteſt and beſt. And while 


we make it our ſtudy to do our own du- 


ty with ſincerity and diligence, let us 
ever with peaceful minds, and full re- 


ſignation, leave all iſſues and events to 


thy diſpoſal. What events ſhall befal us 


this day, we know not: Thou haſt in 


wiſdom, and in great goodneſs concealed 
from us what is future. But we earneſt- 
ly pray, that thou, who knoweſt all 
things, mayeſt prepare us for whatever 
ſhall come to paſs, and fo order all things 
that they may work together for our 
good. - To innumerable evils our frail 
lives, and our preſent uncertain ſtate, are 
daily expoſed. Save us from them, good 
God, or make them gain and advantage 


to us. And may we at all times, enjoy 
ourſelves in peace and tranquillity as being 


under the gracious care of thy holy pro- 


vidence. To thee we pray, that this 
day, and all the days of our lives, thou 
wilt give us our daily bread, - and beſtow 


On 
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on us ſuch a portion of the goods of this 
world, as thou knoweſt to be neceſſary 
for our ſuſtenance, and convenient for 
us. And may we ever be content with 
what thou art pleaſed to give, and ever 
improve it in the beſt manner. 
Save us from covetouſneſs, from a 
worldly mind, from envy at the ſuperior 
ſtations and larger poſſeſſions of others: 
And may it be our principal care and 
ſtudy to be rich in good works, and lay 
up a good foundation againſt the time to 
dame, that we may 17 hold on eternal 
life. 
Me do, with much regret, reflect upon 
the many errors and faults of our paſt 
lives, the many inſtances in which we 
have been negligent of our duty, and 
broken thy laws: and humbly beſeech 
thee, through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, 
to forgive us our ſins, profeſſing before 
thee our fixed purpoſe of keeping our- 
ſelves, for the future, from all iniquity ; 
and praying that, by thy grace, we may 
* e bo 
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be effectually preſerved from it. Let not 


our days be ſpent in vanity : Strengthen 
us in thy law, and let innocence and 


_ uſefulneſs adorn our lives. 


And as we have, no aſſurance of the 
continuance of life, and this may be our 
laſt day upon earth, help us to improve 
it well. And, in all the occupations, 


and all the amuſements of life, to main- 
tain ſuch a temper and behaviour, as may 


give us peace of mind, ſhouldſt thou, 


this day, give the command for our re- 


moval from this world. O! May we f 
never be found unprovided for ſuch an 
event. We commit ourſelves to thee, 
heavenly Father, and to the care of thy 
gracious providence, and beſeech thee to 
care for us. And accept of our humble 
prayers and thankſgiving in Jeſus Chriſt 


our Lord. To thy moſt bleſſed Majeſty 


be praiſe, honor, and glory, for ever. 
Amen. © 


A Prayer 
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A Prayer for WE DNESD Av 
EVENING. 


OST gracious God! ' We bow 
V our knees before thee in religious 
_ worſhip, and adore thy ſupreme majeſty, 
in folemn teſtimony of our faith of thy 
being, and that the whole world is gover- 
ned by thy providence: And in teſtimony 
of our dependance upon thee, of our vo- 


luntary ſubjection to thy government, 
and our perſuaſion, that thou, O Lord, 


art near to them who call upon thee in 
truth, and wilt fulfil the deſires of their 


hearts. And as we are daily receiving 


favours and bleflings from thy bountiful 
hand, ſo we deſire to record thy goodneſs 


to us with the utmoſt gratitude. Thou 


haſt cared for us from the beginning ; by 
the continued merciful viſitation of thy 
providence our ſouls have been held in 
life, and to thee alone we owe all our en- 
joyment of it. 


cd. — — nn a Mi ht? 


— oe. Rood. ack. ww. - >. 


We 


Wedneſday Evening. 77 


Me bleſs thy name particularly, for 
the mercies of this day; for the preſer- 
vation of our lives from the many diſor- 
ders and hurtiful accidents, to which they 
are expoſed; for the bread we eat, and 
the raiment we put on; for the peace and 
tranquillity, in which we live; and eſpe- 
cially for any opportunity or capacity we 

have of doing good to ourſelves or others, 
and of acting any part, in concurrence 
with thy providence, in ſerving the great 
deſigns of thy wiſdom and goodneſs. All 
the happineſs, and all the uſefulneſs of 
our lives we owe to thts, our God; and 
to thy mercy and loving-kindneſs we aſ- 
cribe it, that we are not burthens to our 
ſelyes, or to one another. 

We acknowledge, with a deep 900 of 
our own unworthineſs and guilt, that it 
is not after the manner of man, that thou 
haſt dealt with us; and that, while we 
have been liable to thy juſt indignation, 
thou haſt manifeſted great goodneſs and 
bounty to us. The greateſt ſeverities we 

have 
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have met with in the courſe of thy provi- 


dence have been attended with ſignal in- 


. ſtances of thy mercy and compaſſion : 


Thou haſt puniſhed us leſs than our ini- 
quities have deſerved ; and multiplied thy 


favours to us in ſuch a manner, as de- 


mandeth the utmoſt returns of our grati- 
tude. And as we are ſenſible, that we 


are the monuments of thy grace and be- 


nignity in innumerable, moſt conſpicuous 
inftances, ſo we have reaſon to believe, 
that to thine inviſible hand we owe many 
eſcapes from evil, and many advantages, 


Which cannot fall under our own notice, 


or come to our knowledge ; that at home 
and abroad, awake or afleep, in every 
place and circumſtance, our fafety is owing 


to thy conſtant protection. Let thy good- 


neſs, O Lord, lead us to repentance, and 
engage our hearts to thee, and to a chear- 
fal obedience to thy laws. And may every 
inclination in us, offenſive in thy fight, 
and which tendeth to rebellion againſt 
thine authority, be happily ſuppreſſed ; 

that. 
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that, with full conſent of ſoul, we may 

run the way of thy commandments. Re- 

garding thee as our father, and eternal 
unchangeable friend, upon whom we are 

abſolutely dependent, may we, with joy 

and ſatisfaction, do thy will in all things. 

And by daily progreſs in virtue and ho- 

lineſs, let our confidence towards thee be 
eſtabliſhed, and our title, according to 

thy gracious declarations and promiſes, 

to thy favour, more and more confirmed. 

As thou haſt brought us to the evening 

of this day in ſafety, ſo we beg thou wilt 

continue us under thy care and protection 
throughout this night. Let no plague 

come near our dwelling, nor evil befal 

us. While we are- utterly inſenſible of 

the danger that may be near us, -let thine 

eye, which never ſlumbereth, be upon 

us for good, and thine almighty power 

| be our defence. Grant us healthful and 
- refreſhing ſleep, that we may riſe up in 
the morning fitted for the ſervices of our 


; ſeveral ſtations, and all the duties to 
; H which, 


80 A Prayer for 


which we may be called. We would 
lay us down in peace, relying upon thee, 


- who alone makeſt us to dwell in ſafety : 


and would caſt all our cares upon thee, 
who careſt for us. But as we know not 


what a day or a night may bring forth, 
and have no aſſurance, that our eyes ſhall 
ſee the light of day upon earth any more, 


fo we humbly depend upon thine infinite 
mercy, that, if this ſhould be our laſt 


night in this world, thou wilt receive us 
into that ſtate and world, where = is 
everlaſting. 

Bleſſed be thy name, who haſt given 
thy ſervants ſo glorious a proſpedt ! 


Bleſſed be thy name, for any hopes 


we have of being, in thy good time, re- 
ceived to this happy ſtate! O! May it be 
our care, ſo to improve the time allowed 
us in this world, and may we be ſo ſted- 


faſt and diligent in the work of the Lord, 


and of our own ſalvation, that theſe bleſ- 
ſed. hopes may be enlarged and ſtrength- 


ened] Forbid it, that any of us ſhould 


walk 
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- walk in darkneſs, fo that death ſhould 


overtake us unawares and unprovided ! 


As we profeſs to be the children of the 
light, and of the day, fo let us ever 


watch, and be ſober : carefully cultivat- 


ing thoſe diſpoſitions and affections of ſoul, 


and purſuing that courſe of life, in which 
the only true preparation for death con- 
fiſteth, O! May we attain to, and be 
found in that ſtate and temper, which 

will aſſure our hearts Before thee ! 
And, moſt gracious God, whatever de- 
fects in our obedience, whatever faults 
and failings we are chargeable with this 
day; in whatever inſtances our tempers or 
behaviour, have been diſpleaſing to thee ; 
2 earneſtly beſeech thee to forgive us, 
or thy mercies ſake in Chriſt Jeſus our 
Saviour. In many things we offend all 
daily, and come ſhort of thy glory. 
Impute not iniquity to us, O Lord! nor 
hide thy face from us. And if thou haſt 
ſeen in us ſincere intentions and endea- 
vors, to ſerve thee, and the great purpo- 
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ſes of life, though attended with much 
infirmity, we pray thou wilt accept of 


us: And grant us that peace, which the 


world cannot give; the peace of God, 
which paſſeth all underſtanding, to keep 
our hearts and minds through Chriſt 
Jeſus. 
Now to the King eternal, immortal, 
invifible, the only wife God, be glory 


and dominion, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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LESSED be thou, O Lord, who 
upholdelt the frame of nature, and 


cauſeſt the ordinances of Heaven to ob- 
ſerve thine appointment. The night is 


thine, the day alſo is thine, thou haſt 
prepared the light and the ſun. We 
thank thee for thoſe interchanges of night | 
and day which in thy wiſdom thou haſt | 
appointed for the reſt and refreſhment of 


our bodies, and for carrying on the af- 


fairs 


Thurſday Morning. 83 


fairs and purpoſes of life. We thank 
thee that there is peace and tranquillity 
in the country where we live, ſo that we 
can lye down and ariſe, and there is none 
to make us afraid. And that this laſt 
night we have ſlept ſecure under the ſha- 
dow of thy wings, and are brought in 
ſafety to the beginning of another day. 
May we employ this day and all the 
days of our lives in thy ſervice and to 
thy glory. And may that ſame good 
providence by which we have been hi- 
therto ſupported and upheld, continue to 
watch over us for good, to take care of 
us, to provide for us, and to crown our 
Honeſt labours and endeavours with ſuc- 
ceſs. 

We would humbly commit ourſelves 


this day, with all who belong to us, and 


all our affairs and concerns, to thy care 
and keeping, to thy conduct and bleſſing. 
Receive us we beſeech thee, into thy 
gracious protection, and charge thy good 
providence with us; defend us from all 
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evils and dangers, if it be thy will; but 


eſpecially we pray thee to ſecure us, by 
thy grace, againſt the ſnares and temp- 
tations to which we are daily expoſed. 
Keep us in thy fear all the day long, and 
let us learn to live and act under a ſenſe of 
thy preſence with us and inſpection over 


us; that ſetting thee before us in all 


that we do, we may ſtudy truth and fin- 


cerity in the inward parts, and approve 


ourſelves in well doing to thine all-ſeein 

eye. | 
Be thou near to us in all that we call 

upon thee for, let thine eyes be upon us 


for good, and thine ears open to our 


prayers. Give us ſuch a meaſure of 
health and other temporal bleſſings, as 
in thy wiſdom thou knoweſt to be beſt 
and moſt expedient for us, and moſt 
conducive to our true good. And vouch- 
ſafe us eſpecially the aſſiſtance and guid- 
ance of thy holy ſpirit through the whole 
courſe of our pilgrimage in this world, 
that our lives may be holy and uſeful, 

| pious 
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pious and innocent, that our latter end 
may be peace, and our future eternal 

{tate may be happy and glorious, 

Forgive us in thy great mercy all our 
paſt offences, and whereinſoever we have 
tranſgreſſed any of thy holy and right- 
eous laws, either in our thoughts, our 
words, or our actions; either in having 
done what is evil; or omitted, neglected, 
or careleſly performed what is good. 
Forgive us, we beſeech thee, upon the 
terms of thy Son's goſpel, to which we 
agree with all our hearts; and enable us, 
by thy grace, to bring forth fruits meet 
for repentance ; by carefully abſtaining 
from every thing that is evil, and daily 
improving in all goodneſs and righteouſ- 
neſs and truth. 

This our morning ſacrifice, we humbly 
offer up to thy divine majeſty, in the 
name and as. the diſciples of thy well 
beloved Son, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, 
whoſe we are, and whom we ſerve, and 
in whom we deſire ever to be found, li- 
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ving and dying. In the comprehenſive 


words that he hath taught us, we con- 
tinue to pray for ourſelves, and all man- 


kind. 


UR Father, who art in Heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us, this 
day, our daily bread. And forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 
paſs againſt us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the Pow- 
er, and the Glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


— 2 — 
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ALMIGHTY God, the great 


creator, the gracious preſerver, the 

wiſe and righteous governor of the world, 
and the impartial judge of angels and 
men! 
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men! We humbly bow ourſelves before 
thee, in the name of thy Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, to worſhip thy divine Majeſty 
with reverence and godly fear ; and by 
prayer and ſupplication with thankſgi- 
ving to offer up our requeſts unto thee, 
who art the hearer of prayer, and rich 
in mercy to all who call upon thee in 
truth. | 
We thank thee for thy goodneſs and 


loving-kindneſs to us, and to the whole 


world of thy creatures. Thou art kind 


and good unto all, and thy tender mer- 
- cies are over all thy works. 


We thank thee, for our creation, and 
preſervation, and all the good things 


of this life, which thou haſt been 


pleaſed. to beſtow upon us, to render our 
ſhort abode in this world, and our paſ- 
ſage through it, che more eaſy and to- 
lerable. 

We thank thee for our rational and 
moral powers, and for all thoſe noble 


faculties and affections, which thou haſt 
implante 
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implanted in our nature, whereby we are 
capable of reſembling thee in thy moral 
perfections, and of riſing to high degrees 
of happineſs in another ſtate. 

And we would, in a particular manner, 
bleſs thee, and celebrate thy praiſes, for 
thy great and unſpeakable love in ſend- 
ing thy fon into the world, to declare to 
ns the certainty of a future ſtate of re- 
wards and puniſhments ; to publiſh to us 
plainly the terms of thy forgiveneſs and 
favour; and to inſtruct us in the true 
religion and in all the particulars of our 


duty. We rejoice, that he came into 


the world, not to be miniſtred unto, but 


to miniſter, and to give his life a ranſom 
for many, that he might ſeal thy promi- 


ſes. with his blood, and confirm them 
farther by his reſurrection from the 
dead, his aſcenſion on high, and the 


| coming of the Holy Ghoſt. 


Bleſſed be God, that the joyful ſound 
of this goſpel is heard in our land, and 
we walk in the light of thy countenance. 


O! Let 
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O! Let not any of us receive thy grace 
in vain, or deſpiſe and neglect this great 
ſalvation : But while the ſeaſon and op- 
portunity of acting is continued with us, 
let us hearken to thy voice, and embrace 
the offers of the goſpel, leſt our hearts be 
hardened through the deceitfulneſs of 
fin. | 


We confeſs, O Lord, that we are not 


 . worthy of the leaſt of theſe mercies, or 


the leaſt of that truth and goodneſs thou 
haſt made known to thy ſervants. * We 
have not rendered unto thee according to 
the benefits thou haſt beſtowed on us; 
nor made that improvement of our pri- 
vileges and advantages, that we ought to 
have done, nor that progreſs in holineſs 
and virtue, that might reaſonably have 


been expected of us. We have in 
many inſtances offended againſt thy holy, 


laws, by doing thoſe things which thou 
haſt forbidden, which are contrary to thy 
nature and will, and tend to our own 
hurt and miſery; and by omitting, or 
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careleſly performing thoſe things which 


thou haſt commanded, which are agree- 
able to thy moral perfections, and tend 
to perfect our natures in what is good and 
excellent, and prepare us for our true and 
proper happineſs hereafter. We ac- 
knowledge our tranſgreſſions, O Lord, 
and our fins are ever before us. We 
know that we have ſinned, and pervert- 
ed that which is right; and we take to 
ourſelves ſhame and confuſion of face, 
becauſe we have ſinned againſt thee. 

We have no other hope or confidence 
but in thy goodneſs and mercy, which 
thou haſt declared unto mankind by 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. We come unto 
\ thee in his name, and draw near to thee 
as his diſciples, and upon the terms of 
his goſpel, to which we ſincerely conſent. 
We humbly beſeech thee, to forgive us 
our fins, and cleanſe us from all unrigh- 
teouſneſs :. And enable us by thy grace to 
bring forth fruits meet for repentance, to 
walk before thee in newneſs of life, and 
{0 
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ſo to form the temper of our minds, and 
order the courſe of our converſation, as 


becomes that pure and holy goſpel we 
profeſs to believe; that denying all un- 
godlineſs and worldly luſts, we may live 


ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this 


preſent world, and hereafter be admitted 
to partake of that glory and happineſs, 


which thou haſt prepared for the faithful 


diſciples of thy Son. 
To this end we pray thee to vouchſale 


us, according to thy gracious promile, 


the aſſiſtance and conduct of thy holy 


Spirit, to help us againſt our manifold 


infirmities, and eſpecially the ſins that 


moſt eaſily beſet us; to deliver us from 


the power of evil habits, and all inordi- 
nate appetites and paſhons; and to ſanc- 
tify us thoroughly and wholly in ſpirit, 
ſoul, and body; that being renewed in 
the whole man after thy bleſſed image, 
we may be daily dying unto fin, and 
living unto righteouſneſs, and cont! ally 


going 
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going on to farther and higher degrees of 
all holineſs and virtue. 

And while it ſhall pleaſe thee to con- 
tinue us in this world, we pray that from 
thy bountiful providence we may receive, 
from time to time, a competent portion 

of the neceſſaries and conveniences of 
life, and enjoy thy bleſſing with them, 
which alone maketh. rich. And may 
we learn, in whatever ſtate we are, 
- therewith to be content, and in all caſes 
and events to obſerve thy fatherly hand; 
to reverence and adore thy providence, 
to be entirely reſigned to thy diſpoſal, 
and to maintain a conſtant and ſteady 
dependance on thy wiſdom, thy good- 
neſs, and thy power. And do thou per- 
fect what concerneth us, and ours, and 
all thy people, and make all things work 
together for our good. Be our God, our 
guide, and our governor even unto death; 
be our comfort and ſupport in our dying 
hour; and our everlaſting portion and 


„ in the future ſtate. 
With 
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With us remember in mercy all we 
are bound to pray for. Continue the 
care of thy providence over the whole 
world, and diſpenſe the bleſſings of thy 
goodneſs to all men every where. Bleſs 
thy church and choſeſ people: Enlarge 


the borders of our Saviour's Kingdom: 
Let the truth, as it is in Jeſus prevail; 


may it be received in the love of it, and 
have a proper influence upon the hearts 
and lives of all who profeſs it. 

Purge thy church of every thing that 
offends; and may all, who name the 
name of Chriſt, depart from iniquity and 
idolatry, and live ſuitably to their holy 


profeſſion. 


Be favourable to theſe Jan, wherein 


we live, and let righteouſneſs and peace 
flouriſh and abound amongſt us. Bleſs 
and direct all thoſe who are ſet in autho- 
rity over us in civil affairs, whether ſu- 


preme or ſubordinate, and may they rule 


in thy fear, as knowing they muſt give 
an account, Continue with us if it be 


thy 
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thy will, the kindly fruits of the earth 


in their ſeaſon, and may we receive the 
bleſſings of thy providence with thank- 
ful and contented minds, and uſe them 
with temperance, moderation and cha- 
rity. Have mercy on thoſe, who labour 
under any kind of affliction, trouble, or 
diſtreſs; whether in mind, body or eſ- 
tate, and do them good as their various 
caſes and neceſſities may require; 
Be gracious to us in this family. Bleſs 
us with health both in mind and body. 
And O! That there may be ſuch hearts 
in all of us, that we may fear thee, and 
love thee, and keep all thy command- 
ments always, that it may be well with 
us both here and hereafter. 

And now, O Lord, we praiſe and 
bleſs thy holy name, for thy protection 
over us throughout this day, and that by 
thy good hand upon us, we are ſafely 
brought to the concluſion of it. We 
bleſs thee, that no evils have befallen us, 
nor any plague come nigh our dwelling ; 
and 
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and that no ſad or fatal accidents have 


overtaken any of us. Lord impute not 
to us any of the failings or infirmities 
that may have attended us this day: 


 Mercifully overlook whatever thou haſt 
ſeen amiſs in any part of our conduct. 
Grant us pardon and peace upon the 


terms of the goſpel, and let us be accep- 
ted in the beloved, and find favour in 
thy fight. 

May it pleaſe thee to continue 40 
kind protection over us throughout the 


night. Take care of us, O Lord, when 


we cannot ſo much as attend to our own 
preſervation, or be ſenſible of any danger 
we may be expoſed to. And after a 
quiet and refreſhing reſt, let us be ſafely 


brought to the beginning of another day, 


fitted and diſpoſed for the duties and 
events of it, Hear our prayers, we hum- 


bly beſeech thee, and accept of us in 


Jeſus Chriſt our bleſſed mediator, and 


molt merciful redeemer. In whoſe words 
we further pray for ourſelves and for all 
mankind. 1 | OUR 
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UR Father, who art in Heaven. 

Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 
- paſs againſt us. And lead us not into 
_ temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the Pow- 
er, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. | 


* 
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LORD, our heavenly Father, al- 

mighty and everlaſting God ! by 
whoſe good providence we have been 
brought into this world, and hitherto 
ſupported and upheld: And now this laſt 
night (bleſſed be thy goodneſs!) have 
been mercifully protected from all dan- 
gers, have reſted and been refreſhed, and 


are ſafely brought to the e 


F riday Morning. 97 


of another day. We thank thee for this 
and all the reſt of thy mercies, which 
thou haſt beſtowed upon us with a kind 
and bountiful hand, and eſpecially for 
thy ſingular love to us in the Lord Jeſus, 
and all the advantages and privileges we 
enjoy by the chriſtian revelation. Grant, 
we beſeech thee, O Lord, that we may 
chearfully cndeavour to walk worthy of 


the vocation wherewith we are called, 


and adorn the doctrine of God our Sa- | 


viour in all things. And do thou gra- 
ciouſly forgive us all the paſt errors and 
tranſgreſſions of our lives, and wherein- 
ſoever we have offended againſt thy holy 
laws, or have failed or come ſhort in the 
performance of our duty, and the per- 
fecting ourſelves in all virtue, help us by 
thy grace, to amend our doings which 


have not been good, and to reform our 


hearts and lives according to thy holy 
word : And let us he every day growing 
better, increaling and abounding in all 
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the Chriſtian Virtues, and conſtantly go. 
ing on to perfection. 

And as thou haſt been pleaſed to 
bring us ſafely to the beginning of this 
day; fo, we beſeech thee, O Lord, to 
defend us in the ſame by thy mighty 
power; and grant, that we may fall in- 
to no fin, neither run into any kind of 
dangers : But let us be always under the 
care and government of thy wiſe and 
good providence, and the conduct and 
influence of thy holy Spirit, that we may 
be continually inclined and enabled to do 
_ thoſe things that are agreeable to thy 
will, and righteous and acceptable in thy 
ſight. 

Be with us this day in all places, and 
upon all occaſions, . Direct us in all our 
ways. Preſerve us from the paths of 
the deſtroyer, and lead us in the way to 
everlaſting life and happineſs. Keep us 
both outwardly in our bodies, and in- 
wardly in our minds, that we may be 
defended from all evils and adverſities, 


that 
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that may befal the body, and all ſinful 
thoughts and affections, that may corrupt 
and defile the mind : And let all our 


thoughts, and words, and actions, be 


pure and holy, uſeful and edifying, as 


become the ſervants of God, and the 


diſciples of Chriſt, And whenever the 


time of our ſhort abode in this world 


ſhall come to an end, let us depart in 
peace, and reſt in hope, and, at length 
be reſtored to the moſt perfect 
and happy life by a joyful and glo- 
rious reſurrection, through Jeſus Chriſt, 

our bleſſed Lord and Saviour. In the 
full extent of whoſe words we con- 
tinue to pray for ourſelves, and for all 
mankind. 


U R Father, who art in Heaven. 
. Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done on 


earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this 


day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 
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paſs againſt us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the Pow- 


er, and the Glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


—— 
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N thankful acknowledgment of thy 

goodneſs to us, O Lord! and in an 
humble ſenſe of our intire and conſtant 
dependance on thee, and ſubjection to 
thy government; we approach thy ſacred 
- preſence, to worſhip thy divine majeſty 
with reverence and humility, and to offer 
up our evening ſacrifice in the name of 

thy beloved ſon, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
| Wee thank thee for all our paſt, and 
our preſent mercies, for the comforts and 
bleſſings of this life; but eſpecially for 
the hopes thou haſt given us of. better 
things, and a more enduring ſubſtance in 
the life that is to come. 


We 
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We thank thee, for that honourable 
rank we bear in the order of the creation. 
Thou haſt formed us after thine own 
image: thou haſt endowed us with rea- 
ſon and underſtanding, and moral diſ- 
cernment, and many noble powers and 
affections, whereby we are capable of 
knowing thee, from whom we come, 
and of imitating thy moral perfections; F 
of knowing the relations we ſtand in to 
| thee as our maker and governor; and to 
one another as brethren; as members of 
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the great community of mankind, and 
fellow. ſubjects of thy moral kingdom; 
and the various duties that ariſe from 
thence; and whereby we are capable of 
attaining to high degrees of perfection 
and happineſs in another ſtate. And we 
bleſs thee, that we have the uſe of our 
ſenſes, and of our rational and moral 
powers continued with us, without which 


every thing, that might otherwiſe be- a Mi 
comfort and bleſſing to us, would be in 
vain. 
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We would likewiſe expreſs our grati- 
tude, in a particular manner, for thy 
great love and goodneſs to mankind, in 
ſending thine only- begotten ſon into the 
world, to teach, and live, and dye, and 
riſe again from the dead, in order to ſave 
us from our ſins, and conduct us the 
more effectually to our true and everlaſt- 
ing happineſs. And we humbly adore 
that good providence, that hath ordered 
our lot, and determined the bounds of 
our habitation in a time and place, 
wherein we enjoy the benefit of divine 
revelation, and have the knowledge of the 
true God, and the true religion, and the 
way to ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt. 

We receive it, O Lord, as a faith- 
ful ſaying, and worthy of all accepta- 
tion, that Jeſus Chriſt came into the 
world to ſave finners. And we earneſtly 
pray, that we may obtain falvation and 
redemption by him. We confeſs that 
we are poor ſinful creatures, who have, 
in many inſtances, offended againſt thy 


holy 
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holy and righteous laws, and tranſgreſſed 
the rules of virtue and true religion. 
And ſhouldeſt thou be extreme to mark, 
and to puniſh whatever hath been amiſs 
in our conduct, we could not ſtand be- 
fore thee, nor hope for any ſhare of thy 
favour. But that goodneſs, which 1s 
_ effential to thy nature, and the declara- 
tions thou haſt made in the goſpel of thy 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, encourage us to hope 
in thee for mercy and forgiveneſs. In 
his blood thou haſt eſtabliſhed with us 
a molt gracious covenant of pardon and 
acceptance, upon the moſt reaſonable 
and condeſcending terms of repentance, 
and a ſincere renewed obedience; and 
by him thou haſt invited penitent and re- 
turning ſinners to come unto thee. 
Behold, O Lord, we come unto thee 
in his name; We draw near to thee as 
his diſciples; and in an humble and pe- 
nitent ſenſe of our ſins, we intreat thy 
favour with our whole hearts. Be mer- 
ciful to us according to thy word ! O look 
1 thou 
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thou upon us, and be merciful to us, as 
thou uſeſt to do to thoſe that love thy 
name. Grant us, we beſeech thee, 

according to thy gracious promiſe, the 

| aſſiſtance of thy holy Spirit, that we may 
amend our doings which have not been 
good, and correct every thing that hath 
been, or yet is, amiſs, either in the tem- 
per and diſpoſition of our minds, or in 
any of the actions of our lives: And 
that we may be conſtantly attaining to 
greater degrees of perfection, and a far- 
ther progreſs in the paths of holineſs and 
virtue. May we carefully endeavour to 
order our converſation in the world, and 
govern all our affections, appetites, and 
paſſions, as becomes the dignity of our 
rational and moral nature, and our holy, 
chriſtian profeſſion, and as becomes 
thoſe, who entertain the bleſſed hopes of 


eternal life. 


May we paſs through this world inno- 
cently and uſefully; exerciſing our 
ſelves to have always conſciences void of 

offence, 
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offence, both towards thee our God, and 
towards all men; and let us diligently 


employ our time and health, and all our 


gifts and talents, advantages and oppor- 
tunities to the great ends and purpoſes 
for which we have been ſent into the 
world; that in our ſeveral places and 
ſtations we may glorify thee, our great 
creator and ruler, and do good to men 
made in thine image, and work out our 
own ſalvation with fear and trembling. 
And whenever thou ſhalt ſee fit to 
order our departure out of this world, 
may we be willing and contented, in thy 


appointed time, to leave it; and let death 


be our gain and advantage whenever it 
approaches; a paſſage from this preſent, 
imperfect and tranſitory ſtate, into that 


everlaſting ſtate of perfection and bliſs, 


which thou haſt prepared for all the ſin- 
cere and faithful diſciples of thy ſon. 


And we heartily pray, that this goſpel 


of thy kingdom, and theſe glad tidings 
of ſalvation, which found in our ears, 
may 
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may be communicated, in purity and 
ſimplicity, to all the inhabitants of the 
earth, and produce the fruits of good- 
neſs and righteouſneſs, of truth and peace, 
through the whole world. Purify, en- 
lighten, and reform the chriſtian churches 
every where: And may all, who profeſs 
the religion of Chriſt, live ſuitably to 
their holy profeſſion. 

Be favourable to theſe lands of Bri- 
fain and Ireland, wherein we dwell, and 
all the dominions thereto belonging. Let 
wiſdom and knowledge be the ſtability 
of our times, and righteouſneſs flow 
down as a mighty ſtream. Let peace 
and love, unity and concord, true piety 
and all manner of virtue, flouriſh and 
prevail among us, and make us a praiſe 
and a renown in the earth: and be thou, 
O Lord, a wall of fire about us, and the 
glory in the midſt of us. 

Bleſs the civil government under 
which we live. May thoſe who rule 
over us be juſt ruling in thy fear: And 

may 
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may they be happily guided in their ad- 
miniſtration. Direct public counſels and 
affairs; make our officers peace, and our 
exactors righteouſneſs, and teach our 
ſenators wiſdom: And may we all live 
in a faithful and dutiful ſubjection to our 
lawful magiſtrates. 

Have mercy on the ſick and af 
flicted; provide for the poor and needy ; 
be the orphan's ſtay, the widows judge, 
and the ſtrangers ſhield; and do good 
unto all as their various neceffities may 
require, and make all things work . 
ther for their good. 

It becometh us likewiſe, O Lord, to 
praiſe and bleſs thy holy name, for all 


the good things of this life, which, in 


thy great mercy and kindneſs thou haſt 
beſtowed upon us. We thank thee for 
our ſpared lives, and all the comforts of 
them; for that meaſure of health we 
enjoy, with many other temporal bleſ- 
ſings which ſerve to make this life a more 
eaſy paſſage to another: And particularly, 

| for 
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for the mercies of this day, to the con- 
cluſion of which thou haſt ſafely brought 
us. Graciouſly pardon and - overlook 
whatever we may have done, or omit- 
ted, contrary to our reſolutions and obli- 
gations: and mercifully accept of our 
ſincere, though weak endeavours: to do 
good, and to anſwer the deſign of our 
VM.ay it pleaſe thee to continue thy kind 
protection over us throughout the night. 
Preſerve us, and our habitation, this 
whole neighbourhood, and all who be- 
long to us, from all evils and dangers, if 
it be thy will! and let us be raiſed up 
the enſuing morning; with renewed 
ſtrength and vigour, tõ magnify and 
praiſe thy holy name, and return to our 
ſeveral lawful affairs and employments in 
thy fear. Theſe our prayers and thankſ- 
givings we humbly offer up in the 
name of Jeſus Chriſt, our bleſſed medi- 
ator, in whoſe words we farther pray for 
ourſelves and all mankind. 7 


OUR 
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UR Father, who art in Heaven. 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 
paſs againſt us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the Pow- 
er, and the Glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


— — —_— — 


A Prayer for SaruRD AY Morning. 


OST gracious God, our ſove- 

. reign Lord, and chiefeſt good! 

We, who are the creatures of thy power, 

and the monuments of thy mercy, would 

with all our hearts adore and bleſs thee; 

for the many marvellous inſtances of thy 
favour and goodneſs towards us. 

Me acknowledge thy watchful care 

over us throughout the night paſt; and 


we. 
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we bleſs thee for the returning light of 
this morning; and defire to devote the 
lives, which thou daily preſerveſt and 
reneweſt, to thy glory and ſervice. We 
confeſs at thy footſtool, that we are ſin- 
ful creatures ; and have in theught, word 
and deed, tranſgreſſed that holy law, 
which thou haſt ſet before us, as the 
rule of our duty. But with deep humi- 
lity, and with the higheſt thankfulneſs, 
would we lay hold on thy offered mercy 
upon the moſt reaſonable and gracious 
terms of the goſpel covenant. 

Being juſtified freely by thy grace, let 
us have peace with thee, through our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift. And let the riches of 
thy grace and goodneſs lead us to repen- 
| tance, and to all proper returns of holy 
and grateful obedience. Create in us 
clean hearts, O God! and renew right 
ſpirits within us; and grant, that in ſim- 
plicity and godly ſincerity, not with 
fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of 

| God, 
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God, we may have our converſation in 
this preſent world. 

Lord ! increaſe our faith, and let it be a 
practical vital principle. And enable us 
to give all diligence, that we may add to 
our faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 
and to knowledge temperance; and to 
temperance patience; and to patience 
godlineſs; and to godlineſs brotherly 
kindneſs; and to brotherly kindneſs cha- 
rity: For if theſe things be in us and 
abound, they will make us, that we ſhall 
neither be barren, nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

Senſible of our own weakneſs and in- 
ſufficiency in ourſelves, we would hum- 
bly apply to thee, the God of all grace, 
who haſt called us to thy eternal glory, 
by Chriſt Jeſus, that thou wouldeſt eſta- 
bliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle us: Deliver us 
from every evil work, and preſerve us 
unto thy heavenly kingdom. Help us to 


wa all our appetites and paſſions in a 
K due 
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due ſubjection to the laws of religion, 
and right reaſon: And let us, as ſtrangers 
and ſojourners in the earth, abſtain from 
fleſhly luſts, which war againſt the ſoul. 

Do thou, the Father of lights, ſhine 
into our dark minds, and cauſe us to be- 
hold more of thy glory. And let a ſu- 
perlative love to thee, and a profound 
veneration of thy infinite majeſty and 
incomprehenſible perfections be the go- 
verning principles, and diſpoſitions of 
our hearts. Make us ſenſible, that it is 
in thee alone, that we can be happy; 
and that all thy commandments are holy, 
and juſt, and good, and tend to the true 
perfection and felicity of our natures. 

May we live the life we live in the 
fleſh by the faith of thy well- beloved 
Son, who loved us, and gave himſelf for 
us. And let his love happily conſtrain 
us, that we may, henceforth, live not 
unto ourſelves, but unto him, who died 
for us, and roſe again. 


As 


Saturday Morning. 113 


As we are now conſtituted in a ſtate 
of trial for eternity, let us be diligent in 
every part of our duty; herein exerci- 
ſing ourſelves, to keep conſciences void 
of offence, both towards thee, our God, 
and towards our fellow creatures. Far 
from offering the leaſt injury to any, in 
their perſons, properties, or reputations, 
let us be ever ready to do good, and to 
promote the happineſs of others, as well 
as our own: That we may approve our- 
ſelves the faithful diſciples of a holy and 
benevolent Saviour, 

Lord, teach us to redeem the time, 
and to improve the talents, with which 
thou haſt intruſted us: And let us fo 
number our few and uncertain days, as 
to apply our hearts unto wiſdom. 

May we frequently look forwards 
to that great day, when we mutt all ap- 
pear at the judgment ſeat of Chriſt: 
and let us take heed to ourſelves, leſt at 
any time, our hearts be overcharged with 
ſurfeiting, and drunkenneſs, and cares 


K 2 of 
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of this life; and ſo that day come upon 
us unawares. | ? 
We would apply ourſelves to the du- 
ties of our ſeveral callings, and employ- 
ments, as being ſenſible, that this is part 
of the work required of us in this pre- 
ſent ſtate, and that it is thy will, that 
we ſhould not be flothful in buſineſs. 
But grant, that we may mind the affairs 
of this life in a due ſubordination to the 
more important concernments of an eter- 
nal world. That when we have glori- 
| fied thee on earth, by finiſhing the work 
which thou haſt given us to do, we 
may be taken to the joys of thy imme- 
diate preſence and kingdom above. 
Oh that the religion of Jeſus, in its 
purity and fimplicity, may be ſpread 
throughout the whole world! And let 
it every where produce happy effects in 
the hearts and lives of men: Eſpecially 
in the nations to which we belong. 
May thy ſervant, - our king be endued 
with all chriſtian and royal virtues. And 
| let. 
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let all inferior magiſtrates be Faithful in 
their ſeveral ſtations; and true religion 
and virtue flouriſh among all orders and 
degrees of men. 

Let our friends and relatives be re- 
membred by thee in great mercy : And, if 
we have any enemies, father forgive 
them, and help us to do fo, and to ren- 
you good for evil. 

We beſeech thee to preſerve us this 
day, and keep us in all our ways. Let 
thy bleſſing be upon us in all our lawful 
deſigns and undertakings ; and let us be 
in thy fear all the day long. 

Lord, . hear theſe our humble requeſts, 

which we offer up to thee in the name of 
thy well-beloved Son, our great mediator 
and advocate, who ever liveth to make 
interceſſion for us. 
And now unto him, that is able to do 
exceeding abundantly for us, above all 
that we alk or think, be glory in the 
church by Chriſt Jeſus, throughout all 
ages, world without end. Amen. 
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A Prayer for SaTurDay Evening. 


OST great and glorious God! 
The ſovereign Lord of this vaſt 
univerſe; of whom, and through whom, 
and to whom are all things: To whom 
be glory for ever and ever! 

We, thy conſtant dependants, thy 
moſt obliged beneficiaries, and the ſub- 
jects of thy moral government, deſire 
now humbly to offer up our evening ſa- 
crifice of prayer and praiſe unto thee, 
through Jeſus Chriſt the great mediator 
of thine appointment. 

Thee we acknowledge and adore as 
our great creator, to whom we owe our 
bodies and fouls, and all our powers; as 
our conſtant preſerver, who continually 
upholdeſt our ſouls in life; and as our 
moſt bountiful benefactor, whoſe good- 
neſs and mercy have followed us from 
the time we came into the world unto 


this day. 


We 
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We bleſs thee, for the proviſion thou 


haſt made in thy kind providence for our 
comfortable ſubſiſtence here on earth: 
But eſpecially, for the hope of eternal 
happineſs in a better world; and for the 
many valuable means and helps thou 
haſt given us, to aſſiſt us in our prepara- 
tions for it. We cannot be ſufficiently 
thankful to thee, that our lot is caſt in a 
land of goſpel light and liberty, where 
we have great advantages for inſtruction, 
and have the holy ſcriptures put into our 
hands, which are able to make us wiſe 
unto ſalvation. N 

But, Lord, we muſt acknowledge, 
that we have not walked anſwerably to 
the obligations thy goodneſs hath laid 
upon us. Father, we have ſinned in thy 
ſight, and are not worthy to be called 
thy children. When we conſider the 
numbers and aggravations of our offen- 
ces, we have reaſon to bluſh and to be 
aſhamed to lift up our faces unto thee, 
our God. Our iniquities have abounded: 
K 4 Oh! 
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Oh! let thy grace, towards us much 
more abound ! Leave us not to periſh in 
our fins; for Lord, thou delighteſt in 
mercy. As Chriſt Jeſus came into the 
world, by thy wiſe and gracious appoint- 
ment, to ſave ſinners, we deſire with all 
our hearts to accept his offered ſalvation. 
Drawn as with the bands of love, we 
would, through him, yield up ourſelves 
wholly unto thee, our ſovereign Lord, 
and chiefeſt good; reſolving by thy grace, 
to do what thou wouldeſt have us to do; 
to endeavour to obey all thy commands, 
and to reſt ſatisfied in all thy appoint- 
ments. 

| We rejoice to think that we are under 
i thy wiſe and benign adminiſtrations. And 
| on thee we would caſt all our burdens and 
cares, being perſuaded that all thy dit- 
penſations towards us are under the di- 
rection of infinite wiſdom, righteouſneſs, 

and equity. 
Since we have ſuch glorious promiſes 
given us in the goſpel, and are raiſed to 
ſuch 


Saturday Evening. 119 


ſuch ſublime hopes, let us cleanſe our- 
ſelves from all filthineſs cf the fleſh and 


ſpirit, and exerciſe a conſtant diſcipline 
over our hearts, that every corrupt and 
diſorderly affection may be mortified and 
ſubdued, and holy and good affections 
may be ſtrengthened and improved. Let 
us abhor that which is evil, and cleave 
to that which is good. 

Lord! keep us from bitter envying 
and ſtrife, from pride and vain glory: 
and let an amiable evangelical charity 
inſpire our hearts, and govern our whole 
deportment. May patience have its per- 
fect work in us: and let us be clothed 
with humility; for thou refiſteſt the 
proud, and giveſt thy grace unto the 
humble. 

Grant that we may live and walk by 
faith, which is the ſubſtance of things 
hoped for, and the evidence of things 
not ſeen. Regarding ourſelves as ſtran- 
gers and ſojourners here on earth, let us 
look forwards beyond this tranſitory ſcene 


of 
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of things to an eternal world, and make 
it the chief buſineſs of this life to prepare 
for a better. And whenever it ſhall 
pleaſe thee to ſummon us . hence, may 
we have an entrance miniſtred unto us 
abundantly into the everlaſting kingdom 
of our Lord and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt. 
Oh! that all nations may hear the 
Joyful found of the goſpel falvation ! 
May thy antient people the Jews be con- 
verted to the faith of Chriſt; and the 
fulneſs of the Gentiles be brought in. 
Revive the power of godlineſs in theſe 
lands. Let our zeal be without bigotry ; 
and our liberty be without licentiouſneſs. 
We beſeech thee to bleſs thy ſervant 
our king; ſanctify him by thy holy Spi- 
rit; guide him by thy counſels; and 
defend him by thy providence. May all 
ſubordinate rulers be men fearing God, 
and hating covetouſneſs. And let the 
miniſters of thy word be happily ſucceſsful 
in promoting the converſion and ſalvation 


of ſouls. 
We 
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We would remember thoſe that are in 
affliction, as being ourſelves alſo in the 


body. Be thou graciouſſy pleaſed to 


fupport and comfort them, and let them 
find thee a preſent help in trouble. 
We beſeech thee to recompenſe the 
kindneſs of our benefactors; and would 
pray for mercy even to our enemies. 

We bleſs thee for the experience we 
have had of thy kind protection over us 
throughout the day and week paſt; and 
for the mercies we have received ſpiritu- 
al and temporal. Lord pardon whatever 
thy holy eye hath ſeen amiſs in us. And 
as one day and week is pafling over us 
after another, in a ſwift ſucceſſion, let 
us be careful to redeem the time, and to 


improve every opportunity of doing or 


receiving good, as thoſe who are haſten- 
ing to an eternal ſtate. 

Let thy bleſſing, O Lord, be upon 
us this night. Confiding in thy fatherly 
goodneſs and care we would lay us down 
upon our beds, that we may enjoy thy 

gift 
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gift of ſleep, and may be ſo refreſhed 
and ſtrengthened, as to be fitted for 
ſerving thee on thy own enſuing day, 
and for attending on thee in the ordinan- 


ces of thine appointment. 


All we beg is through our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who ever liveth to 
make interceſſion for us. And in his 
name, and in the words which he hath 


taught us, we ſum up all our petitions, 


ſaying, 


UR Father, who art in Heaven. 
HFallowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our 


treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 


paſs againſt us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the Pow- 
er and the Glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


A Prayer 


[_223--] 


A Prayer for a Family, which 
may be uſed either Morning or 
Evening. - 


1 A LMIGHTY and eternal God! 

Thou art the bleſſed and only po- 

tentate, the Lord of Lords, and King 

of Kings! Who only haſt immortality, 

and dwelleſt in that light, to which no 

mortal can approach ; whom no eye hath 

ſeen, or can ſee, and to whom belong 
honour and power everlaſting. 

Thou art the ſupreme maker, and go- 
vernor of the whole world ; who ruleſt in 
the armies of heaven, and amongſt the in- 
habitants of the earth; who doeſt accor- 
ding to thy will and pleaſure, and there 

is none can ſtay thy hand; nor may any 
ſay unto thee, what doeſt thou? 
But we have reaſon to rejoice in thy 
government, and that thou ſuperintendeſt 
the affairs of the children of men. We 


know 
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know, that in many caſes thy judgments 
are unſearchable by us, and thy ways 
are paſt our finding out. But this we 
know alſo to our joy and comfort, that 
wiſdom and goodneſs are the ſprings of 
thy government; and that mercy and 
truth go before thy face. Thou art 
righteous in all thy ways, and holy in 
all thy works; A God of truth, and 
without iniquity, juſt and right art thou. 
Thine, O Lord, is the greatneſs, and 
the power, and the glory, and the victory, 
and the majeſty; all that is in the Heaven, 
and in the earth is thine: Thine are all 
the Kingdoms of the world, and thou 
art exalted as head above all: Thou or- 
dereſt and diſpoſeſt of all things, as 
ſeemeth good in thine eyes, and according 
to the wiſe and gracious Counſels of thine 
own will. When we reflect on this, we 
would encourage ourſelves in thee: We 
would put our truſt and confidence in 
thee, and reſign our ſelves intirely to thy 
diſpoſal. Our ſouls would magnify the 

Lord, 
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Lord, and joy in the God of our ſalvation. 


But when we reflect on our ſelves, and 
conſider our great unworthineſs, we are 
aſhamed, O our God, and bluſh to lift 
up our faces to Thee, our God. We 
know that thy government is an Admi- 
niſtration perfectly wiſe and juſt; thy 
Laws are holy, juſt and good, and in 
keeping of them there is great reward. 
Thy yoke is eaſy, thy burden is light; 
and thy commandments are not grie- 
vous. Thy ways are ways of pleaſant- 
neſs, and all thy paths are peace. Yet 
notwithſtanding this our conviction of 
the wiſdom and goodneſs of thy laws, 
and the equity of thy government, we 
have in many inſtances rebelled againſt 
thee, and have turned aſide from the 
paths of thy commandments. and the 
ways of piety and virtue. We have ſin- 
ned, we have committed iniquity, we 
have done thoſe things that are evil in thy 
fight. We have been guilty of many ſinful 
neglects of our duty both to God and 


man, 
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man, and many ſlight and careleſs per- 
formances of what we have gone about. 
Our tranſgreſſions, we confeſs, have 


greatly exceeded, and they are attended 


with hainous aggravations. We cannot 
plead ignorance of our duty as an excuſe 
for our offences: For thou haſt ſhewed 
us what is good, and what thou requireſt 
of us, but we have.not done it with that 
care and diligence and conſtancy that we 
ought, and therefore deſerve to be beaten 
with many ſtripes. We have ſinned 
often againſt the light of our own minds, 


and the checks of our conſciences; againſt 


our moſt ſolemn vows and reſolutions to 


the contrary ; againſt thy promiſes and 


thy threatenings, thy mercies, and thy 
fatherly chaſtiſements. If we ſhould 
fay that we have not ſinned, we ſhould 
but deceive our ſelves, and make our 
ſelves liars. But, O Lord, we acknow- 
ledge that we have ſinned, and too often 
perverted that which is right. Our own 
hearts do accuſe us; our conſciences flie 

in 
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in our r faces, and witneſs againſt us. And 
we have no other hope or confidence. to 


be ſaved from our fins, and delivered from 
the wrath to come, and all the miſerable 


conſequences of a finful ſtate, but that 


goodneſs and mercy which is effential to 
thy nature, and which thou haſt fo fully 
declared in the revelations of thy will to 

mankind. | 
Thou haſt proclaimed thy ſelf the Lord 
God, merciful and gracious, long-ſuffer- 
ing, abounding in goodneſs and truth, 

forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſſion and fin. 
Thou delighteſt not in the death and de- 
ſtruction of ſinners, but rather that they 
ſhould turn and live : Thou art not willing 


that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould 
come to repentance, that they may be 


ſaved: And thou haſt ſet forth thy ſon, 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to be the propiti- 


ation for ſin, and our advocate at the 
throne of grace. Behold, O Lord, we 


come unto thee in his name, and preſent 


our ſelves before thee as his diſciples. 
1 OM * . 
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We agree with all our hearts to the terms 

of acceptance laid down in his goſpel, 
which we cannot but in our conſciences 
approve of, as worthy of thee to require, 


and fit that we ſhould comply with. 


We repent us of our ſins, and condemn 
our ſelves for them; and it is our purpoſe 
and reſolution, through thy gracious aſſiſt- 
ance, to break them off by righteouſneſs, 
and wherein we have offended, and done 
iniquity, to do ſo no more. Lord, accept 
of us thus returning unto thee ! Be merci- 
ful to us, poor ſinners! Forgive us our 
ſins, and cleanſe us from all unright- 


eouſneſs. 


We are ſenſible of our own fraility and 
e and how apt we are to forget 


our good reſolutions, and ſuffer our ſelves 


to be led aſide from thy ways, by our 
own corruptions, and the various temp- 
tations with which we are ſurrounded. 
But thou haſt graciouſly promiſed the 


aſſiſtance of thy holy ſpirit to thoſe, who, 
Ini and _ alk it from thee; 
"BW -. | Lord, | 


A Family. 129 
Lord, let it be unto thy ſervants according 


to thy word! Let thy good ſpirit be al- 
ways preſent with us, to enable us to 


mortify every corrupt affection, to ſubdue 
any evil habits we may have unhappily 
contracted, and to acquire the habits of 
godlineſs and righteouſneſs, of charity 
and purity, and of every thing that is 
virtuous and good. Help us, we beſeech 
thee, - againſt our manifold infirmities, 
and eſpecially the ſins that moſt eaſily be- 
ſet us. Deliver us from all irregular ap- 
petites and paſſions, and let no iniquity 
prevail againſt us or obtain a dominion over 


us. Purify our hearts from all evil in- 


clinations and deſires, and from all bad 
intentions and deſigns: And may we be 
upright and ſincere before thee, and ſted- 
faſt in thy covenant. And let us be daily 
going forward in the paths of righteouſ- 
neſs and virtue, till we be fit to be tran- 
ſlated to thy heavenly kingdom, to join 
the ſociety of ſaints and angels, and 
. together with them, the commu- 

| L 2 nications 
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nications of thy favour, in the perfection 
of holineſs and "bliks. 
Particularly, we pray that we may be 


filled with all pious and devout affections 


towards thee our God and heavenly 
father: that the conſideration of thy great- 
neſs and excellency, of the wiſdom and 


_ righteouſneſs of thine adminiſtration, and 


thy goodneſs to us, and to all thy crea- 
tures, may effectually engage us to love 
thee with all our hearts, and ſouls, and 
ftrength, and mind ; and to honour, re- 


verence, and fear thee as our father and 


Lord; to put our truſt and confidence in 


' thee, at all times, as our beſt and moſt 


faithſul friend, our firmeſt and ſureſt 
fupport; and, in all events whatſoever, 
to reſign our ſelves to thy diſpoſal, and 
ſubmit to thy will, who knoweſt beſt 


what is fit for us, and loveſt us more 


than we do ourſelves. And may we be 
ready, on all fit and proper occafions, to 
expreſs theſe affections of our minds to- 


wards TIS by all ſuitable * of religi- 


ous 
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ous worſhip, performed in ſpirit and in 
truth, and with the greateſt fincerity and 
uprightneſs of heart: And let us never 
turn aſide to any kind of falſe, ſuperſti- 
tious, or idolatrous worſhip. And may 
we in all things, ſtudy to know and do 
thy will, and to imitate' thy moral per- 
fections, as far as the frailty, and limited 
condition of our nature will permit. 

And as thou haſt made us ſocial crea- 
tures, and haft implanted in our nature 
kind and friendly affections towards one 
another ; ſo grant, O Lord, that we may 
cheriſh and cultivate in our hearts, a fin- 
cere love and good-will to all men. Let 
us be always diſpoſed to do to others, 
what we would think reaſonable ſhould 
be done to our ſelves, in the like caſe; 
And let us, in all things, ſtudy to do 
juitly, and to love mercy, as well as to 
walk humbly with thee, our God. 
Grant that we may bchave with all due 
reverence and ſubmiſſion towards our ſu- 
en, and thoſe, who have a juſt au- 
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thority over us; with a prudent condeſ- 


cenſion towards our inferiors, and ſuch 
as are placed in ſubjection to us; and 


with kindneſs, gentleneſs, and humanity 
towards all: endeavouring, in our ſeveral 
places and ſtations, to be uſeful and do 
good, as becomes thoſe, who are mem- 
bers of the great community of mankind, 
and, particularly, of the body of Chriſt 
which is his church. 

May we duly govern, thoſe appetites 
and paſſions, which, for wiſe and good 
ends, thou haſt made a part of our con- 
ſtitution in the preſent ſtate : And may 
we carefully maintain a rule over our 
own ſpirits, and the dominion of the 
mind over the body: That we may be 
always in a fit temper and diſpoſition to 
perform any part of our duty, as there 
may be occaſion. Let us ſtudy to 


temperate and ſober in all things; 
be pure and chaſte, humble and vey 
meek and forgiving, and patient under 


adverſity: Let our r converſation be with- 
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out covetouſneſs, or an inordinate loye 
of this world; and let us learn in 
whatever ſtate we are, therewith to be 
content, And may thy good Spirit ſo 
aſſiſt and ſtrengthen us, that our obedi- 
ence to thy holy laws, and our confor- - 

mity 'to the rules of piety and virtue, 
may be ſincere and univerſal, conſtant 
and perſevering, zealous and chearful, 
and always accompanied with prudence 
and diſcretion, and a becoming fortitude 
and firmneſs of mind. 

With theſe petitions, which we have 
been offering up for ourſelves, we join our 
humble ſupplications unto thee, the God 
and father of all, on the behalf of others 
alſo. 

May it 3 thee to do good unto all 
men, and to continue the care of thy 
providence over all thy creatures. May 
our Saviour's kingdom be extended far 
and wide; and the earth be filled with 
the knowledge of God,” as the waters fill 
the ſea. And let pure and uncorrupted 
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chriſtianity obtain over the whole warld, 
and become the religion of mankind. 
Me pray for the peace and proſperity 


of the lands wherein we live, and that 


all orders and degrees of perſons among 
us may faithfully endeavour to promote 
the glory of God, the honour and in- 
tereſt of true religion, the cauſe of vir- 
tue, and righteouſneſs, and the publick 


| good. 


Pity all, who are in affliction and diſ- 
treſs of any kind. Support them under 
their troubles, and in thy good time de- 
liver them out of them, and make all 


0 things work together for their good. 


Be gracious to us in this family. Bleſs 
us with health of body, and ſoundneſs 


of mind: May we all be faithful and 


dutiful to one another, as we ſtand ſeve- 
rally related, Let us dwell in love and 
unity as becomes friends and brethren 
here. And may we rejoice together in 


an happy eternity hereafter, 


We 
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We thank thee for the mercies of the 
day [or night | paſt ; and humbly commit 
ourſelves, and all in whom we are con- 
cerned, to the care and protection of thy 
good providence, and the conduct of thy 
holy Spirit, praying that thou wouldeſt 


guide us by thy counſel whilſt we are 


here in this world, and afterwards re- 
ceive us to abide with thee in glory in the 
world which is to come. Theſe our 
prayers, praiſes and thankſgivings we 
humbly preſent to thy divine majeſty, in 
the name, and as the diſciples of thy 
beloved Son, Jeſus Chriſt, our only me- 
diator, whoſe we are, and whom we 
ſerve, and in whom we deſire ever to be 
found, living and dying. . In the compre- 
henſive words which he hath taught us, 
we ſum up all our requeſts for ourſelves, 
and for all mankind. 


UR Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done in 
Earth, 
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Earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 
paſs againſt us. And lead us not into 


temptation, but deliver us from evil. 


For thine is the Kingdom, and the Pow- 


er and the Glory, for ever and ever. 


Amen. 


" 8 _ 
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Another Prayer for a Family, 
which may be uſed either 


Morning or Evening. 


OST glorious, and highly exalt- 
M ed majeſty! Praiſe waiteth for 


thee in Sion. Thou art the God of the 


ſpirits of all fleſh; and to thee, the hear- 
er of prayer, ſhall all fouls come. 
With reverence we approach thy ſa- 
cred preſcnce, to worſhip at thy footſtoal 
as thy humble devoted ſervants, to pay 
our chearful homage to thee our maker, 
and 


as the greateſt of all beings. 
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and conſtant benefactor, and to implore 


thoſe aids of thy grace which are neceſſary 
to the acceptable performance of every 
part of our duty. We would meditate with 
pleaſure on thy high perfections, and join 
together in proclaiming thy praiſe, in or- 
der to form the temper of our ſpirits 
aright, and qualify ourſelves for thy ap- 
probation and favour. 

The immenſity of thy nature ſurpaſ- 
ſeth all imagination, and no mortal is 


able to behold thy glory. Yet thy invi- 


ſible perfections, even thy eternal power 


and godhead, thy wiſdom and goodnels, 
are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the 
things which thou haſt made. 

When we behold the Heavens; the 
ſun, moon and ſtars; and this earth ſo 
full of thy riches; together with that 
great variety of ſenſible and rational be- 
ings which thou haſt contrived for receiv- 
ing their beneficial influences; we are 


perſuaded that thou art the beſt as well 


Every 


138 A Prayer for 


Every day of our lives bringeth new 
diſcoveries of thy goodneſs. As we owe 
the original contrivance of our frame to 
divine counſel and benevolence, fo are 
we indebted to God for the convenience of 
thoſe circumſtances in which we are pla- 
ced. We have proper objects for all the 
deſires and inclinations thou haſt planted 
in us, and many are the good things we 
richly enjoy. 'Thou giveſt us food to eat, 
and raiment to put on. To thy gracious 
providence we owe our ſpared lives, our 
meaſure of eaſe and health, our liberty 


and peace, and all the pleaſures of ſoci- 


al life, 

But the ſtrong aſſurances thou haſt gi- 
ven us of life and immortality in the other 
world, ought to be acknowledged as the 
greateſt obligation we have yet received. 
We bleſs thee with all our hearts, for 
the method the goſpel propoſeth tor 
our obtaining this unſpeakable enjoy- 
ment; and that we have had an oppor- 
tunity of knowing that Jeſus is the way, 

the 
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the truth, and the life. What are we, 
and what is the houſe of our fathers, 
that thou ſhouldeſt ſo love us, as to give 
thine only-begotten Son, that whoſoever 
believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but 
have everlaſting life ? 

We muſt acknowledge that the terms 
of the chriſtian covenant are highly rea- 
ſonable. The obedience demanded of 
us is a labour of love. And our eyes 
daily behold a multitude of objects, that 
are fit to raiſe this good affection in us. 
And there is alſo a great reward in keep- 
ing thy precepts. Thou haſt given us 
the delightful proſpect of perfection in 
love and virtue in a future ſtate, as a mo- 
tive to the practice of our preſent duty. 
The laws of the goſpel are exceeding 
good: They are right concerning all 
things, and we are convinced that obedi- 
ence to them would be our greateſt hap- 
pineſs : yet being diverted from the con- 
ſideration of this, by the irregular work 


ings of * and appetite, we have 


purſued 
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- purſued many fooliſh and hurtful gratifi- 


cations. ''We have endeavoured to pleaſe 
_ ourſelves inconſiſtently with a due regard 
either to the glory of God, or the good 
of our fellow - creatures. We have per- 
verted that which is right, when it did 
not profit us; and have for the pleaſures 
of ſin, which are but for a ſeaſon, ſub- 
jected ourſelves to the laſting pains of a 
ſelf-reproaching heart. We bluſh and 
are confounded, and ſeverely condemn 
ourſelves when we conſider the ingra- 
titude towards thee, our God, which 
is inſeparable from our tranſgreſſions. 
Againſt thee, and thee only, have we 
done all this evil, in defiance of the ob- 
ligations we have received from thy 
moſt liberal hand. 

Mott gracious God! we humbly pray, 
that our repentance may not wholly con- 
fiſt of ſuch penitential confeſſions and 
complaints : But that as we acknowledge 
our fins in a ſolemn manner before thee, 
we may alſo forſake them, amending 
Een | our 
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our ways and doings that have not been 
good. Let the painful reflections we 
have made on our former follies, prove 
an effectual reſtraint from the repetition 
of theſe and all other deliberate miſcar- 
riages. Enable us, we beſeech thee, to 
bring forth fruits meet for repentance, and: 
wherein we have done 1niquity to do fo 
no more. Let our minds be formed by 
the influence of the goſpel grace; and 
let us be renewed in the temper and diſ- 
poſition of our fpirits. And do thou, O 
moſt merciful Father! who haſt promi- 
ſed forgiveneſs to thoſe who truly repent 
and turn unto thee, accept of us accord- 
ing to the multitude of thy tender compal- 
fions, and the gracious declarations of 


the goſpel. Lift up the light of thy 


countenance upon us, and reſtore us to 
the hope of thy favour, that we may 
joy in thee our God, through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we have received 
the atonement. And being juſtified by 


thy grace, may we be made heirs accord- 
ing to the hope of eternal life, We 
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We pray for the aids of thy holy Spi- 


rit. Thou knoweſt our frame, and the 
circumſtances of our condition, and the 


various temptations to which we are expo- 
ſed. Forſake us not, we beſeech thee, for 
our ſtrength is but ſmall. Suffer us not to 
be tempted above what we are able to bear; 
but with the temptation prepare a way for 
our eſcape : Let not the Spirit, that work- 
eth in the children of diſobedience delude 
us into the paths of error and tranſgreſſion: 


nor let the cares of this world, the deceit- 


fulneſs of riches, or the luſt of other things, 
interrupt our purſuit of the great defign 
for which we were made. 

Preſerve us from covetouſneſs and am- 
bition, from pride, arrogance and vain 
glory. Make us humble, ready to pre- 
fer others to ourſelves, and let nothing in 
our behaviour give unneceſſary pain to 
any. Let none of us be guilty of ren- 
dering evil for evil, and railing for railing ; 
but, on the contrary, may we be always 


ready to bleſs them that curſe us, and to 
do 
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do good to thoſe who deſpitefully uſe 


and perſecute us. 

May the grace of God ſecure us from 
all, manner of intemperance and de- 
bauchery, and all the works of the fleſh. 
Make us ſober and willing to deny our- 
ſelves in all the forbidden gratifications 
of ſenſe and appetite. 

Grant us the invaluable bleſſing of con- 


tentment, and an entire reſignation to 


thy holy will. Let all the diſpenſations 
of thy providence be ſuitably received 
and improved by us. The God, who 
made us, knoweth perfectly what is beſt 
and moiſt convenient for us. Whatever 
our outward ſtate be, grant, we beſeech 
thee, O our heavenly Father, that it 
may be ſo ordered as to promote, in the 
beſt and moſt effectual manner, the ſal- 
vation of our immortal fouls. 

May the integrity of our hearts.be an 
inward defence to us againſt all external 
misfortunes, and our patient hopes con- 


tinue unmoved through all the changing 
M ſcenes 
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ſcenes of life. Teach us to keep an at- 
tentive eye continually upon that crown 
of glory and immortality, that is promi- 
ſed unto us: And, in the believing vir- 
tuous proſpect of this, let nothing be. 
able to make us afraid. Should the 
earth be removed, or the mountains car- 
ried into the midſt of the ſea, may an 
approving conſcience be our happineſs. 
Let all the trials of our faith be found 
to our praiſe, and honour, and glory, at 
the appearing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
whom having not feen, we love; and, 
though now we ſee him not, yet believ- 
ing in him, we rejoice with joy unſpeak- 
able and full of glory. er 

We pray for the whole human race, 
that truth and liberty and peace may uni- 
verſally obtain ; and that pure chriftiani- 
ty may be propagated in all parts of the 
world, and that all the kingdoms of it 
may feel the joyful influences of the 
everlaſting goſpel. | 


Let 


et 
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Let not the dangerous errors and ido- 
latrous practices which prevail among 
many who call themſelves chriſtians ſtill 
continue a ſtumbling block in the way 
of the Jews, or give a contemptible idea 
of our religion to heathen nations. Let 
the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, which is not of this world, 
be wholly governed by his own laws, and 
not by the inventions or commandments 
of men. That all nations approving his 


_ wiſe adminiſtration, and finding their in- 


tereſt in it, may willingly ſubmit to his 
dominion. 

Unite the reformed churches in the 
ſame catholic faith and univerſal charity. 
Pity thoſe that are under the rod of 
oppreſſion, and while they fit in darkneſs, 
may the Lord be a light unto them, and 
in due ſeaſon ariſe and plead their cauſe. 
And where there is external reſt and 
peace, may there be more of real piety 


and ſubſtantial religion. 


„ Have 


146 A Prayer for 
Have mercy on our ſinful Lands, O 
Lord! Pour down thy Spirit upon us: 
And O! that thy diſtinguiſhing goodneſs 
may lead us to repentance. Bleſs, we 
beſeech thee our gracious ſovereign King 
George. May the crown long flouriſh 
upon his head, and his enemies be 
cloathed with ſhame. Bleſs all his illu- 
ſtrious family. May they be ornaments 
to their exalted ſtations, and qualified for 
extenſive uſefulneſs. 
 Shew compaſſion, we beſeech thee, 
O Lord, to all the ſons and daughters of 
adverſity : Heal the ſick; eaſe the pain- 
ed; comfort thoſe who are in trouble 
and perplexity of mind. Make them 
glad according to the days wherein thou 
haſt afflicted them, and the years in 
Which they have ſeen evil; ſupply the 
wants of the poor; and be a father of 
the fatherleſs, and a God of the widows, 
who put their truſt in thee. 

Bleſs thoſe in a particular manner, 
who are endeared to us by the tender 


ties 
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ties of nature, friendſhip, or gratitude. 
May they proſper and be in health ; but, 
above all, may their ſouls proſper. 
Watch over all that are at a diſtance 
from us: May thy blefling be with them; 


preſerve them from every evil, compais 


them with thy favour in this world, and 
may they inherit eternal bleſſings in the 
life which is to come. 

Be thou gracious to this family. Help 
us to fill up every ſtation and relation 
with 'its proper duty. With grateful 
hearts we praiſe thee for all thy mer- 
cies. May thy candle ſhine upon our 
tabernacle. Bleſs us, and we ſhall be 
bleſſed, | 


MORNIN G. 


CCEP TO Lord,:the ſacrifice of 


1 our morning praiſe for the mer- 
cies of the night paſt, and for the light 


of another day. Let the lives, which 


are thy care, be employed in thy ſervice, 


M 3 that 
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that we may be in the fear of the Lord 
all the day long. We commit ourſelves 
to thy gracious protection. Preſerve us, 
we beſeech thee, in health and eaſe. 
May we have a conſtant ſenſe of our de- 
pendance upon thee, and improve every 
bleſſing we receive from thee to thine 
honour and glory. And, as we know 
not what a day may bring forth, pre- 
pare us, O Lord for all events, and let 
our hearts be ſtill eſtabliſhed, truſting in 
thee. May we guide our affairs with 
diſcretion and order our converſation 
aright, 


EVENIN G. 


HOU O Lord, makeſt the out- 

goings of the morning and even- 
ing to rejoice. We praiſe thee for the 
protection, ſupports, and comforts of 
another day. Forgive we beſeech thee, 
every thing thy pure eye hath ſeen amiſs 
in us. We commit ourſelves to the care 


of 
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of thy watchful providence during the 
hours of ſilence and darkneſs. Do 
thou, who neither ſlumbereſt nor ſleepeſt, 
keep us in ſafety. Grant us ſleep that 
may refreſh us; and when we awake, 


may we be ſtill with God, and do thou 
be ſtill with us. 


All we humbly aſk is for thy mercies 
fake in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, in whom 
thou art 


UR Father, who art in Heaven. 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread, and forgive us our 


treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 


paſs againſt us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the Pow- 
er, and the Glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


M 4 A Prayer 
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A Prayer to be uſed at any time 
of the Day. 


THOU parent of the univerſe, 
and the ſupreme Lord of all! As , 
thou haſt made us capable of diſcerning, 
that we are the creatures of thy power, 
and of knowing the relation in which 
we ſtand to thee, as the ſubjects of thy 
kingdom, we humbly worſhip and adore 
thee, our maker, who art poſſeſſed of 
perfection and excellency, aboye all our 
comprehenſion. 

Thine infinite wiſdom and almighty 
power are clearly manifeſted in thy 
works, which are, beyond expreſſion, 
great and wonderful, Thou alone didſt 
originally form that great deſign, which 
is Carried into execution in the works of 
creation, and providence; every part of 
which ſpeaketh thine infinite knowledge 
and moſt perfect ſkill: Thou, O Lord, 
pakeſt and it was done; thou gaveſt 


the 
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the command, and it ſtood faſt. By 
thine almighty power the heavens and 
the earth, and all that they contain, 
were made from nothing, and they are 
ſuſtained in being by that power, every 
where preſent, the ſole original ſource of 
all activity, from which all other cauſes 
are derived, and to which they are abſo- 
lutely ſubjected : For thine hand is om- 
nipotent, and knoweth no reſiſtance, but 
effecteth whatſoever thou wilt, in the 
armies of Heaven, and amongſt the in- 
habitants of the earth. And how ado- 
rable art thou, O God ! in whom infinite 
wiſdom, and almighty power, are in 
eternal conjunction with the moſt perfect 
goodneſs; of which, in the work of 
creation, and in the ſuſtenance and go- 
vernment of the univerſe, we thine in- 
telligent creatures joyfully behold the 
ſtrongeſt characters and have reaſon to 
believe, that thine infinite goodneſs ſo 
richly diſplayed in the communication of 
being, perfection, and happineſs, gave 

| 4 birth 
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birth to the deſign of creation, and all 
the works of providence in the govern- 
ment of the worlds which thou haſt 
made. We are ſatisfied that all thy 
works are worthy of thine infinitely per- 
fect mind, however ſome of them, ſepa- 
rately, may appear to creatures, to whom 
only a ſmall part of thy ways are known, 
and who are incapable of comprehend- 
ing that inconceivably great and extended 
ſyſtem of being, that is under thy provi- 
dential care. And to thee, O God, we 
are taught by our own conſciences, and 
the ſenſe of good and evil which thou 
haſt planted in our hearts, and by the 
revelation which thou haſt given of thy- 
ſelf, to aſcribe perfect purity and holineſs, 
the unchangeable love of righteouſneſs ; 
and know it is impoſſible, that evil ſhould 
be the object of thine approbation, or 
dwell with thee. To thee we would 
offer up our praiſes and thankſgivings, 
who haſt made us capable of ſome de- 
gree of knowledge, though low and im- 
perfect, 
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perfect, of theſe thy glorious perfections, 
which diffuſeth the greateſt joy and glad- 
neſs through the heart, and directeth thy 
creatures to thee, as the unchangeable 
object of their hope and truſt. That 
thou reigneſt for ever over the whole 
univerſe, is the matter of our utmoſt joy : 
and that thou art every where preſent, 
and thine eye upon every individual 
creature: That as the parent of the great 
family, thou takeſt care of all, and that 
thy goodneſs and tender mercies are over 
all thy works. 

It becometh us particularly to acknow- 
ledge thy goodneſs to the human race 
whom thou haſt exalted unſpeakably a- 
bove all the other orders of creatures in 
this lower world. And we bleſs thy name, 
that of this thy family upon earth, we 
are members: That the work of thy 
law is written upon our hearts, and that 
thou haſt made us capable of the practice 
of virtue and holineſs, and- of purſuing 
after and attaining the moſt deſirable ends 


of 
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of being, in which the heart doth; and 


cannot but, with full ſatisfaction, acquieſce. 

As we have reaſon to celebrate thy 
goodneſs in the various and bountiful 
proviſion thou haſt made for the ſuſte- 
nance and comfort of our lives in this 
world; for the deſires planted in nature, 
and the many objects adapted to the gra- 
tification of them: ſo thou haſt inſtruc- _ 
ted us by the ſpiritual ſenſes with which 
thou haſt endowed us, that we are made 
capable of the higheſt kind of bliſs, of 
which we can have any conception: a 
bliſs which is independent of external 
and precarious things, and which thou 
haſt unalterably annexed to true holineſs 
of heart and life. From the principles of 
reaſon, but eſpecially by the expreſs de- 
clarations of thy will from heaven, thou 
haſt given thy ſervants moſt ſubſtantial 
evidence, that when this life ſhall be no 
more, a better. and everlaſting ſtate is in- 
tended for them, in which perfect holi- 


neſs and perfect happineſs in thy preſence, 
ſhall 
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ſhall ſatisfy the utmoſt of their deſires. 


Let our ſouls ever magnify thee, our 
God, and rejoice in the God of our fal- 
vation, who as thou haſt intended us for 
| ſuch high and excellent ends of being, 
haſt graciouſly furniſhed us with needful 
means for attaining to them. 

We bleſs thy holy name, particularly 
for the light of revelation which thou 
haſt, in thy moſt free grace and good- 
neſs, added to the light of nature, and 
which we cannot but look upon and ac- 
knowledge as the moſt valuable favour 
and bleſſing which could be conferred 
upon mankind, when in a ſtate, in which 
the light of nature was, in a great mea- 
ſure, become darkneſs. 

We receive with great thankfulnels 
this revelation, as containing not only all 
neceſſary inſtruction and diſcipline, - but 

_ preſenting to the mind the bleſſed coun- 
ſels of thy grace for the redemption and 
falvation of the world, and the moſt 
amazing of all diſplays of thy goodneſs 


: | 
in | 


thee. 
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in ſending thine only begotten Son to 
| ſeek and to fave loſt ſinners, and in gi- 
ving him up to the death for this great 


end: in which we find the ſtrongeſt and 


_ - moſt engaging motives for ſubmitting to 
the goſpel, and which tend in the moſt 


effectual manner to attract the heart to 


Inſtructed in theſe great things we 


profeſs in thy preſence our ſenſe of the 


very ſtrongeſt obligation to reverence, 
love, and obey thee, our maker; and 
our earneſt deſire and ſixed purpoſe of 
ſubmitting to thy will in all things. We 


declare our full ſatisfaction with thy 


government. Thou haſt made us capa- 
ble of diſcerning that all thy laws are 
righteous and good, that they are inten- 
ded to guide us to our higheſt perfection 
and happineſs; and that, as a lawgęiver, 
thou haſt acted the kindeſt and moſt 
friendly part, and moſt tender of our 
intereſts. 


We 


any time of the Day. 157 


We are likewiſe thoroughly convinced 
that the whole adminiſtration of provi- 
dence is no other than the execution of 
the wiſeſt and moſt gracious purpoſes, 
and that the hand, which governeth all 
things, and bringeth to paſs events, 
proſperous or adverſe, is under one in- 
variable and unerring direction. And 
that thou, O God, wilt do for thy ſer- 
vants, and beſtow upon them what 
is beſt and moſt expedient; Every 
individual obtaining what ſhall be moſt 
profitable to him, conſiſtently with the 
general intereſt of that great family 
which is under thy care. We acknow- 
ledge that we are utterly incapable of judg- 
ing of what is really good for us in our 
preſent ſtate of diſcipline and trial, of 
darkneſs and imperfection: And that 
events, which appear to us moſt threaten- 
ing, may be moſt profitable, while 
things, that appear to us moſt deſirable, 
might prove hurtful. We therefore re- 
Joice that all our ſtate, in every circum- 


ſtance 
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ſtance of it, is under thy direction: And 
we do molt cheerfully ſurrender all our 
intereſts and concerns to thy diſpoſal, 
defiring never to have any will of our own 
ſet in oppoſition to thine : And reſting in 
a full perſuaſion that what thou doſt is 
beſt and moſt defirable: And regarding 
it as the matter of our principal care and 
ſolicitude to improve all events as the 
means of making us wiſer and better, 
and of carrying on the great work of our 
falvation. Thus with all our hearts we 
abſolutely reſign our ſelves to thee, pray- 
ing that thou wilt do for us and beſtow 
upon us what thou knoweſt to be good. 
But as we adore thy high perfections 
and profeſs our ſenſe of the obligations 
we are under to ſerve and obey thee, we 
likewiſe pour out our hearts before thee, 
who knowelt them, in a deep ſenſe of our 
p paſt diſobedience in many inſtances. We 
are conſcious to our ſelves of the omiſ- 
ſion of our duty, and of performing it 


often negligently, without ſuitable attenti- 
on 
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on and concern of ſpirit, and without 
that love to thee, and regard to thine 
honour, and the great ends of religion, 
which are neceſſary to render our ſervices 
pleaſing in thy ſight, and profitable to 
our ſelves. And we refle& with deep 
ſorrow upon many actual tranſgreſſions 
of thy laws, by which we have diſho- 
noured thee, and done the greateſt injury 
and wrong to our own ſouls. We accuſe 
and condemn our ſelves as rebels againſt 
thine authority. We defire to do honour 
to thy laws by the moſt ſolemn acknow- 
ledgment that they are right concerning 
all things ; and that in every inſtance, in 
which we have broken them, we are 


inexcuſable. We profeſs, O Lord, be- 


fore thee, that it is in our hearts, if we 
have done iniquity, to do ſo no more; 
deſiring moſt earneſtly to work in our 
minds an utter abhorrence of every wick- 
ed way. To which great end we would 
ever retain a deep ſenſe of the evil we 
have done, and renew from time to time 


N that 
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that remorſe, which however painful, is 
neceſſary, as a means of preſerving us 
from future trangreſſion, and of ſtrength- 
ening our minds againſt temptations to 
. Accept, O God, of the ingenuous 
contrition of our ſouls as the only ſacrifice 
we have to bring. We rejoice in, and 
bleſs thy name for the promiſes of par- 
don thou haſt given to the truly penitent 
by Chriſt Jeſus, and which are ratified in 
bis blood ſhed for the remiſſion of fin. 
Upon which gracious promiſes, as hum- 
-"Dle penitents, we rely, knowing at the 
ſame time, that all our profeſſions of re- 
pentance, and all the forrow for fin we 
feel, will not be available for our obtain- 
ing pardon, otherwiſe than as they are 
an effectual means of reforming our lives; 
and that in reformation. only, repentance 
is finiſhed and compleated.! Therefore 
the reformation of our hearts and lives is 
what we would, above all things, labour. 


And as we are convinced by moſt pain- 
ful and grievous experience, that we are 


inſufficient 
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inſufficient, without the aſſiſtance of thy 
holy ſpirit, to act our part aright, ſo we 
molt earneſtly pray for that afliſtance, 


that we may reſiſt temptations to ſin, and 


perform our duty with ſincerity. By thy 
grace, may we be enabled to ſuppreſs the 
manifold irregular and corrupt inclinati- 
ons and affections we find in our hearts. 
Theſe, O our God! we look upon as 
our greateſt burthen ; and the tendency 
of them to alienate our hearts from thee, 
and thy ſervice, and to betray us into fin, 
as very poiſon and death to the foul. 
From theſe impure and corrupt inclinati- 
ons ſpring all the prejudices, and all that 
infatuation, by which the heart becom- 
eth negligent of, and averſe to, what is 
moſt excellent and lovely; and is recon- 
ciled to what is vile and deformed, and 
which make men unworthy, and even 
incapable of true felicity. O! may we 
be delivered from them ; and our hearts 


be ever under the power of that truth, 


which ſhall make us free. Nothing we 
N-2 would 
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would deſire with greater earneſtneſs, ane 
that holy light diffuſed through our ſouls 
may beget in us ſuch a ſenſe of things, 
as will prepare us utterly to hate evil, and 
love the Lord, and to delight in right- 
eouſneſs and holineſs of life. And be 
pleaſed, O Lord, to this great end graci- 
ouſly to countenance and aſſiſt us in our 
communings with our own hearts, and 
in the diſcipline of them; that ſo we may 
happily attain to that ſtate of mind, in 
which only we can have the true enjoy- 
ment of ourſelves, and be acceptable in 
thy ſight. Fulfil in us all the good plea- 
ſure of thy goodneſs, and the work of 
faith with power, by which we ſhall over- 
come the world, and overcome ourſelves, 
And do thou graciouſly enable us to 
bring forth fruits which are meet for re- 
pentance, and worthy of a right ſtate of 
mind. Help us, in all relations of life, 
to perform our duty with ſincerity. May 
we be enabled to maintain towards thee, 
our God, that reverence, love, and reſig- 
Te | nation, 
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nation, which are infinitely due to thee. 


And may we be ever prepared to be, and 
to ſhew ourſelves declared enemies to 


whatſoever tendeth to the diſhonour of 


thy name, in words, or actions. May 


we ever be diſpoſed to love our neigh- 


bour as onrſelves ; to act a part juſt and 


honeſt, chatitable and benevolent. Lord! 


grant that our minds, formed according 
to the true chriſtian model, may be rai- 
ſed above every thing mean and ſelfiſh ; 

may they be utter ſtrangers to malice, 
hatred, envy, and revenge; endowed _ 
with ſentiments truly liberal, and with 

affections lively and tender, that we may 
ſincerely rejoice with them that rejoice, 
and weep with them that weep. Let 
our lives be an imitation of our bleſſed 
Saviour in dojng good to all as we have 
opportunity, and let us never be weary of 


well-doing, And help us, our God, to 


preſerve our own purity from the corrup- 
tion that is in the world through luſt; 


5 May we be perfectly reconciled to all the 
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ſelf-denial neceſſary to this end; and with 
all needful firmneſs reſiſt thoſe inclinati- 
ons, which war againſt the ſoul, and by 
the gratifying of which we ſhould be be- 
trayed into ſin, and the heart or hands 


be ſtained. 


And be pleaſed graciouſly to eſtabliſh 
and confirm us in the practice of holi- 
neſs, that we may perſevere to the end, 
and at the concluſion of this life may 
have an entrance miniſtred abundantly 
into thine heavenly kingdom. 

May the whole of that time allowed 
us in this world be improved as a diſci- 
pline to prepare us for another, and eve- 
ry day carry us on in our preparations 
for it. And may we have the plea- 


ſing ſatisfaction of finding that holy 


affections and heavenly deſire increaſe in 
ſtrength; and that we are made meet for 
the inheritance of the ſaints in light. 

O! our God, grant theſe our humble 
and earneſt requeſts, which are agreea- 
ble to thy holy will, and accept of our 

wary 
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worſhip and adoration and praiſes in Chriſt 


Jeſus our Saviour. 

Now unto him who is able to keep 1 us 
from falling, and to preſent us faultleſs 
before the preſence of his glory, with 
exceeding joy; to God only wiſe, our 
Saviour, be glory and majeſty, domi- 
nion and power, now, and for ever. Amen. 


— _ — 
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ETERNAL God! Thou art 

God alone. The idols of the 
heathen are vanity : Thou ruleſt in the 
Heaven, and to the uttermoſt ends of 
the earth. The inviſible things of thee 
from the creation of the world are clear- 
ly ſeen, even thine eternal power and 
godhead. All thy works around us, and 
more eſpecially our own frame and pow- 
ers, declare thy glory and proclaim thine 
amnipotence, and adorable wiſdom and 
N 4 goodneſs, 
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goodneſs. But thou haſt been pleaſed in 
thine infinite mercy to mankind, to 
vouchſafe to us a fuller and clearer mani- 
feſtation of thy perfections and counſels, 
in thy-holy word. By this we are in- 
ſtructed in all things neceſſary to be 
known and done, that we may attain to 
the great end of our being, that perfecti- 
on and happineſs of which thou haſt 
made us capable. Eſpecially in thy ho- 
ly goſpel thou haſt given us the moſt af- 
fecting diſcoveries of thy goodneſs and 
clemency towards mankind in a degene- 
rate and guilty ſtate : and in the method 
thou haſt taken of reconciling the world 
to thyſelf, thou haſt laid us under the 
ſtrongeſt obligations to thine infinite lobe, 
and ſet before us the moſt engaging mo- 
tives to ſerve and obey thee. Thou haſt 
fent thine only begotten ſon to ſeek and 
fave that which was loſt: and to ſerve 
this great end, haſt not ſpared but given 
him up to the death for us all : In whom 


we have redemption through his blood, 
the 
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the forgiveneſs of ſins, according to the 
riches of thy grace. O our God! May 
this infinite grace have the great deſign- 
ed effect upon us, engaging our hearts to 
thee, the father of mercies, and to him, 
who, while we were yet ſinners, died for 
us. His unſpotted righteouſneſs, and pe- 
culiar merit in thy fight, perfected by 
his obedience. to death, even the death 
of the croſs, thou haſt moſt worthily 
crowned with authority over all fleſh, 
that he might grant the remiſſion of ſin, 
and eternal life; which all ſhall receive, 
who comply with the call of the goſpel, 
and the - gracious terms of acceptance, 
which he hath declared. 

Theſe. terms we embrace with all our 
hearts; humbly and thankfully adoring 
the grace by which we are aſſured of the 
remiſſion of our ſins paſt upon true re- 
pentance and reformation, of the accep- 
tance of our ſincere, though imperfect 
obedience, and of a moſt ample reward. 


And 
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And as thou, O Lord, haſt manifeſted 
ſuch regard and love to mankind, ſuch 
earneſtneſs for our deliverance from the 
power and penal conſequences of fin, 
and that we may be happy in an eternal 
abode with thee, may our hearts ever be 
filled with love and gratitude to thee, 
and with the higheſt expectations from 
thine infinite goodneſs. May we ever 
— a full and entire reliance upon 
thoroughly perſuaded that he, who 
3 not his own Son, but gave him up 
to the death for us all, will with him al- 
ſo much more freely give us all things. 
And may it ever be delight to us to ſerve 
and honour thee as thou haſt required, 
by obeying from the heart thy precepts, 
and by a meek and unreſerved ſubmiſſion 
to thy providence in all things. 
And let the great deſign of what our 
Saviour hath done and ſuffered for us, 


our compleat redemption from all iniqui- 
ty be fully anſwered in us. Give 'us a 
Juſt ſenſe of the deformity and danger or 


every | 
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every evil courſe of life; and of that 
miſerable ſtate, from which our bleſſed 
Redeemer came to deliver us: Give us 
right apprehenſions of the perfection, 
the glory and happineſs, to which he 
came to exalt us. And may we ever re- 
tain upon our minds a deep ſenſe, and 
full perſuaſion, that the end, which infi- 
- nite wiſdom purpoſed to ſerve, by ſuch an 
amazing interpoſition of the Son of God, 
muſt bear a proportion to the aſtoniſhing 
_ greatneſs of the work; and, therefore, 
muſt be happy to us, far beyond all our 
preſent thoughts: Reſting in his promiſes 
as the joy and rejoicing of our hearts, 
and as our rich portion. N 

And as he is ſet before us as our glo- 
rious pattern, may his life be the model 
of ours; looking upon it as honour and 
happineſs to follow his example; let us 
ever, at any expence of labour or ſuffer- 
ing to ourſelves, do the will of God, 
accounting this as our meat and our drink. 


And 
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And may the fame mind, with reſpect 
to others, which was in Chriſt Jeſus, be 
found in us. Let charity and good-will, 
mercy and tenderneſs, joy in the proſpe- 
rity of our neighbours, and ſympathy in 
their diſtreſſes, With every good and li- 
beral diſpoſition, prevail in us; and be 
manifeſted in all the works of righteouſ- 
neſs and charity, which are in our power. 

From all malice and envy may the Lord 
preſerve us, and all the fruits of the 
ſelfiſh carnal ſpirit! And as we profeſs to 
be riſen with Chriſt, may we ever ſeek 
thoſe things, which are above, where he 
is at the father's right hand, ſetting our 
affections on * above, and not on 
things on this earth: reſting in a conſci- 
ouſneſs of ſincerity and in confidence of 
the favour of God, and the hope of eter- 
nal life as the true chriſtian portion; 
negligent of, and indifferent towards all 
temporal enjoyments when compared to 
theſe. And may this temper of mind, 

preſerved by the conſtant exerciſe of faith, _ 
be 


3 
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be our ſecurity from the ſpirit of this 
world; from all the ſnares of a proſpe- 
rous ſtate, if thou ſhalt be pleaſed to 
make our ſtate ſuch ; and from the ſor- 
row of the world, if thou ſhalt be plea- 
ſed to appoint adverſity in our lot. Let 
the true chriſtian ſpirit raiſe us above all 
culpable attachment to this world, and 
the intereſts of it; and let us never be as 
ſolicitous about our circumſtances in it, 
and the events which befal us, as about 
the improvement we make of them to thine | 
honour, and for ſerving the great purpoſes 
of our ſalvation. In all events, in Chriſt, 
may we find peace and ſelf-enjoyment : 
Ever diſpoſed to do honour to thy name, 
by rejoicing in exiſtence, and in our ſtate 
as chriſtians, as an invaluable gift, not 
accounting the joys or ſorrows of this 
life worthy to be put in the ballance with 
that exceeding and eternal weight ot 
glory, which ſhall be revealed in thy ſer- 
vants: And ever keeping our attention 
fixed upon our divine leader, who, for 

| the 
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the joy ſet before him, endured the croſs 
and deſpiſed the ſame, and who hath 
pointed out the way, through ſufferings 
and death, to a glorious immortality. 
Him may we know in the power of his 
reſurrection, and the fellowſhip of his 
ſufferings, and be made conformable to 
his death. 

And as we would earneſtly labour to 
maintain the true chriſtian Spirit in all 
changes of life, fo we pray that at death, 
we may have the pleaſing enjoyment of 
it, in the peace of our conſciences, and 
a ſenſe of thy favour, and the bleſſed 
hope of life eternal; and that we may 

leave this world free from painful anxiety 
and fear, and with peaceful expectation 
of being received into the joy of our 
Lord. 

Bleſſed for ever be thy name, who 
haſt brought life and immortality to light 
to us, and ſet before us the proſpect of 
an eternal duration, in a ſtate moſt hon- 
ourable and happy. Though we cannot 

| now 
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now particularly know what thy ſervants 
ſhall be in a future ſtate; yet we know - 
that the Sons of God, when he ſhall ap- 
pear, ſhall be like him, for they ſhall ſee 
him, as he is; that the der ian of Chriſt 
ſhall be with him, where he is, and ſhall 
behold his glory ; that they ſhall enter 
into the joy of their Lord, and have 
communion with him in it; and that 
they ſhall be admitted as heirs of God, 
and joint-heirs with Chriſt. Amazing 
repreſentations of the honour, which ſhall 
be conferred upon them, and of the hap- 
pineſs they ſhall enjoy ! How great, be- 
yond all expreſſion, is thy goodneſs to 
the children of men? What are we, or 
our Father's houſe, that by the reſurrec- 
tion of our Saviour, we ſhould be begot- 
ten to ſuch glorious hopes? That happy 
future ſtate we rejoice in as the utmoſt 
we could with: and, with the warmeſt 
ſenſe of gratitude, acknowledge the pure 
unmerited goodneſs, by which we are 
raiſed to the ſure expeCtation of it : We, 
who 
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who have been by our ſins obnoxious to | 
thy wrath, and the moſt dreadful con- 
demnation; and whoſe beſt obedience, 
hath been imperfe& in many reſpects ! 
Such compaſſion haſt thou manifeſted to 
us through Chriſt our Saviour, and ſuch 
bounty as ſpeaketh the infinite greatneſs 
of thy mind, and that thou, O God! 
art Love. 
Oh! may we ever retain an abhorrence 
of whatſoever may diſhonour thee, and 
thwart the tendencies of ſuch goodneſs ; 
and ever, in the pleaſing bonds of love 
and gratitude, devote ourſelves to thee, 
and all our powers to the purpoſes of thy 
glory. And, as we are begotten to ſuch 
glorious hopes, may we ever manifeſt a 
ſpirit and temper ſuitable to them: a 
{pirit above this world ; a becoming ne- 
gligence of all things temporal and pe- 
riſhing ; and an utter contempt of all 
ſenſual joys, when compared with thoſe 
pure pleaſures, which are at thy right 
hand for. evermore. For theſe let our 
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reliſh be more and more formed; and, 
while we are upon earth, in the ſincere 
and pleaſing practice of religion, in the 
exerciſe of thoſe virtues and graces, which 
conſtitute the chriſtian character, in a 
lively ſenſe of the excellency of holineſs 
and of thy favour, may we have the 
joyful foretaſtes of that happineſs, which 


thy ſervants ſhall be poſſeſſed of, in the 


perfection of it, in the world above. 
And to theſe great purpoſes, O, our 
God! We earneſtly pray for the promiſed 
aſſiſtance of thy holy Spirit, that our en- 
deayours to act our own part aright may 
be ſucceſsful. We have a deep and 
humbling ſenſe of our own weakneſs, and 
how apt we are to ſuffer in the temper of 
our minds by the many temptations, to 
which we are expoſed in our preſent 
ſtate. Theſe temptations through the 
irregularity of our own paſſions, become 
powerful and dangerous. Strengthen us, 
we beſeech thee, by thy Spirit, with | 
might in the inner man, Enable us to 
O reſiſt 
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reſiſt temptation, and to do our duty. 
Keep us in thy love, and the joyful ex- 
pectation of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto 
eternal life. W's) 

- Hitherto thou haſt brought us, in thy 
great goodneſs, in ſafety; and haſt con- 
tinued to us the privileges we enjoy as the 
diſciples of Chriſt, and the opportunity 
of working out our own falvation. For 
this we bleſs and praiſe thy holy name, 
and for every good effect which the grace, 
that bringeth ſalvation, hath produced in 
our hearts and lives: As we bleſs thee, 
likewiſe for all the good effects it hath 
produced in others; and eſpecially, 
ofter our praiſes for all thoſe, who have 
gone before us, who do now inherit 
the promiſes, and have entered into 
reſt. 

We commit ourſelves to thy Care, 
heavenly father, for all time to come: 
and beſcech thee to perfect in us, and 
all thy ſervants thy good work, that we 

mia 


any time of the Day. 177 


may be for ever happy in thy bleſſed 
preſence, and eternally celebrate thy 


praiſes. 


Accept of theſe our prayers and praiſes, 
which, in the name of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, we offer up to thee, 


UR Father, who art in Heaven. 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 
paſs againſt us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the Kingdom, and the Pow- 
er, and the Glory, for 'ever and ever. 
Amen. | h 
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religion fhall univerſally prevail. Let all 


1 9 1 


The following Prijer being Tater 
ceſſory, to be added to either 
of the two foregoing ones. 


THOU FS ma Lord of 10 
univerſe! who haſt made of one 
blood all nations of men to dwell on all 
the face of the earth, we moſt earneſtly 
commend. to thy gracious notice and re- 
gard the ſtate of zdankind in our hearts: 
wiſhing well to them all. #9 4 
We pray that the precious light of the 
exerlaſiing: goſpel, which we, by the fa-1 
vour of thy providence, enjoy, may be 
diffuſed all over the habitable eartnl. 0 
ſend the happy time when all the Gen- 
tile nations ſhall be inſtructed in the 
knowledge of thee, the only true God, 
and of Jeſus Chriſt, whom thou haſt 
ſent: When an end ſhall be put to 1do- 
latry and ſuperſtition, and uncorrupted 


the 
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the kingdoms of the earth become the 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Chriſt, and let him reign for ever and 
rr. 

And we pray for the remains of thy 
antient people the Jews, the ſeed of 
Abrabam thy friend. May every ſtum- 
bling block be taken out of their way, 
and they be ſpeedily converted to the 
Chriſtian faith, and embrace the goſ- 
pel. | 
And may the Lord, in great mercy, 


look upon the chriſtian world. How 
great and offenſive are the corruptions 


which prevail in it? How far hath it 
fallen from the ſimplicity of the chri- 
ſtian religion? How full of vain ſuperſti- 
tion, and the inventions of men in the 
worſhip of God? O Lord, ſend happy 
days of reformation. Let the antichri- 
ſtian kingdom be overthrown ; and the 


pure religion of Chriſt every where ob- 


tain. 


O 3 Bleſs, 
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Bleſs, O Lord! the proteſtant churches, 
May holineſs and charity, truth and love 
more and more prevail in them. And 
let thy ſervants be joined together in one 
heart in promoting true religion, and 
ſerving the great ends of it. O! putan 
end to uncharitable contentions and di- 
viſions, and may the profeſſors of religi- 
on be happily united in the bond of per- 
fectneſs. And do thou, O moſt high! 
ſupport and defend the proteſtant cauſe 
and intereſt, the cauſe which is thine own, 
and let none of the adverſaries of it pre- 
vail, nor any weapon formed againſt it 
proſper. Let that purity of religion in 
which we rejoice, and that liberty in 
matters of conſcience in which we find 
ourſelves ſo happy, be preſerved, and 
tranſmitted to the lateſt poſterity. _ 

We pray for theſe kingdoms of Britain 
and Jreland, and the dominions in di- 
ftant parts of the earth united under _— 
King. Bleſs and proſper them, 

Lord. From publick and national 1 
ments 


r 


vereign King George. Make him hap- 


tereſt; and may they hate covetouſneſs, 
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ments and calamities we pray thou wilt 
preſerve thy people. Send us fruitful and 
healthful ſeaſons, and fill our hearts with 
food and gladneſs. 


Bleſs, O Lord! the edrriinifiration of 
civil government. We pray for our ſo- 


py in his high ſtation, and in ruling and 
governing aright that great people, over 
whom in thy providence thou haſt ſet 
him. May he be furniſhed with faithful 
and wiſe counſellors. Eſtabliſh his throne 
in righteouſneſs, Be his defence from 
all his Enemies, and upon his head may 
the crown always flouriſh. 

Bleſs every branch of his offspring. 
And let that family, be the conſtant 
care of thy gracious providence. 

Bleſs all our rulers and magiſtrates : 
Direct their counſels; help them with 
true ſimplicity of ſpirit, and love to their 
country, to purſue all thoſe methods, 
which tend to promote the publick in- 
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and all ſelfiſh and corrupt views and 
practiſes. And O! may ſuch as are 
cloathed with power, and all who are 
in high ſtations, be conſtantly under the 
influences of thy fear, declared enemies 
to vice, and ſtedfaſt and zealous friends 
to religion and virtue. May vice be ſup- 
preſſed among us, and iniquity become 
aſhamed. 

Lord, reform this corrupt age: and 
encourage and bleſs the endeavours of all 
the friends of virtue, to reſiſt vice and 
immorality, and to reform the lives and 
manners of mankind, 

Bleſs the preaching of the 8 and 
thoſe who labour in it, every where. 
May they be found upright and faithful, 
always abounding in the work of the 
Lord: And do thou crown their labours 
with ſucceſs. Bleſs all our friends and 
kindred. Take them into thy care and 
protection. Preſerve thou them from 
evil, and make their way proſperous. 


Extend 
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Extend thy mercy to the afflicted.. 
Shew: them favour in the days of dark- 


neſs and calamity : Give them patience to 


ſuffer all thy will : Support them by the 


conſolations of thy good Spirit ; enable 
them to improve their diſtreſſes to the 


beſt purpoſes: And do thou, in due time 


command final deliverance. | 

Theſe our humble prayers and inter- 
ceſſions for all men, we from our hearts 
offer up to thee, the Father of mercies, 
beſeeching thee to accept of us in Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord: And to do for us, and 
for all thy ſervants, according to the in- 
finite riches of by grace, and our hope | 
in thee. 

Now unto the King eternal, immortal, 
inviſible, the only wiſe God, be honour, 
and glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


A Prayer 
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A Prayer when any of the Fami- 

ly is ſick, to be uſed beſide 
the ſick * at any time of 
the day that is convenient. 


LORD God almighty, the Creator 

and governor of the whole world, 
and ſupreme diſpoſer of all events! Thou 
doeſt according to thy will and pleaſure ; 
and there is none can ſtay thy hand, nor 
may ſay unto thee, what doeſt thou? 
But Lord! We have reaſon to rejoice in 
thy government, and be glad that thou 
reigneſt in the earth. Even when clouds 
and darkneſs are about thee, and cir- 
cumſtances have a gloomy and melan- 
choly appearance; ſtill we are ſure that 
righteouſneſs and judgment are the ha- 
1 580 of thy throne; thou art righteous 
in all thy ae and holy in all thy 


ways, O God of truth, and without ini- 


quity; juſt and right art thou. 
We 


eouſneſs, in wiſdom and goodneſs, that 


pains and miſeries of us thy creatures, 
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We know, O Lord, that thy judg- 
ments are juſt, and that it is in right- 


thou doſt at any time afflict us; For thou 
doſt not willingly afflict or grieve the 
children of men : But chaſteneſt us for 
our profit, to make us partakers of thy 
holineſs. Thou haſt no pleaſure in the 


P 


| 
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but makeſt uſe of them as medicines to 
correct our moral imperfections and 
failings, and cure the diſeaſes of our 
minds. 

Thou haſt ai us to call upon 
thee in the day of trouble, and to pray 
for one another in the time of ſickneſs, 
or any adverſity, Relying therefore on 
thy fatherly goodneſs, who art the hear- 
er of prayer, unto whom all fleſh ſhould 
come, we humbly approach thy ſacred 
preſence, in the name of thy beloved 
Son, to offer up our prayers on the be- 
half of this perſon here before us, on 
whom thou haſt laid thine afflicting hand. 

Have 
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Have regard, we beſeech thee, to the 
ſtate he is in, and look upon him with 
an eye of pity and compaſſion. Draw 
near to him in mercy, O Lord, and viſit 
him with thy ſalvation. May he know 
the voice of the rod and of thee, the 
Lord, who haſt appointed it: and let 
his affliction be ſanctified to his profit, 
that the fruit of it may be, the taking 
away of fin; and that whether he lives, 
he may live unto thee; or whether he 
dies, he may die unto thee; and whe- 
ther living or dying, he may be thine. 

If it be thy good will, and conſiſtent 
with the wiſe and good purpoſes of thy 
providence, we would humbly beſeech 
thee, to ſpare him yet a while, that he 
may recover ſtrength before he go hence, 
and be no more ſeen here. And to that 
end, be pleaſed to direct to proper 
means for his recovery, and give a bleſ- 
ſing with them, that my may prove 
effectual. 


But 
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Hut if it be thy purpoſe, at this time, 
to remove him out of this world, may 
he be willing and contented to leave it: 
And may his friends, and all concerned 
in him; ſtudy to ſubmit to oy N and 


prepare t to follow. 
Forgive him we beſeech thee, apoh the 


merciful terms of the goſpel, all the paſt 


errors and tranſgreſſions of his life. 
Lord! Remember not againſt him his 
former irfiquities, the errors and follies 
of his youth, or his later offences; but, 
for thy goodneſs ſake, remember him in 
mercy, with that favour and loving- 
kindneſs, which thou beareſt to thy cho- 
ſen. Let his repentance, and ſincere, 
though imperfect, obedience be graciouſ- 
ly accepted of thee, O Lord, according 
to the tenor. of that covenant thou 
haſt eſtabliſhed with mankind in the 
blood of Chriſt. And whenever thou 
ſhalt ſee fit to order his departure hence, 


let his foul be received in mercy, and 


conducted to thoſe manſions of reſt and 
happineſs 


188 A Prayer, &c. 


happineſs Prepared for the ' faithful. 
May he depart in peace, and reſt in 
hope; and at length, be reſtored. to a 
moſt perfect and happy life by a joyful 
and glorious reſurrection, through Jeſus 
Chriſt, our bleſſed Saviour and Redeem- 
er; to whom, as our only Mediator, be 
glory and dominion, both now and for 


ever. Amen. 


N. B. If the ſick perſon be 3 a woman 
for Him read Her. 


A Prayer 
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A Prayer and Thankſgiving to be 


uſed in the Family on occaſion 


of the ſick perſon's recovery. 


OST bleſſed and glorious Lord 
our God! whoſe hands have 


made and faſhioned us, and whoſe viſi- 


tation hath preſerved our ſpirits ! Having 


obtained help from thee, we continue 
unto this day, the monuments of thy 
ſparing mercy, and of thy fatherly good- 


neſs and care. The living, the living, 


they ſhall praiſe thee, as we deſire to do 
this day. Lord! We rejoice to think, 
that our times are in thy hand. Sick- 
neis and health are at thy diſpoſal. 


Thou bringeſt down to the grave, and 


thou 'bringeſt up. We acknowledge 


and adore thy wiſe and ſovereign 


providence, in the affliction, which 


hath lately befallen us of this family, 


and 
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and particularly this, thy ſervant. 


Pain 
and ſickneſs took hold upon him; 
he found trouble and ſorrow; and ſeem- 
ed to draw near unto the gates of 
death. | 

But, bleſſed be thy name, thou hadſt 


mercy on him, and not on him only, 
but on us alſo, and haft graciouſly heard 
the. voice of our ſupplications. Thou 
haſt ſmitten, and thou haſt healed him: 
Thy ſervant. was brought low, and thou 
helpedſt him, and haſt, in love to his 
foul, delivered him from the pit of cor- 
ruption. And now accept, we beſeech 
thee, our moſt thankful acknowledg- 
ments, O thou our great preſerver and 
benefactor! Who art our life, and the 
length of our days! To thy goodneſs, 
merciful God ! we owe it, that this ſick- 
neſs hath not been unto death ; and that 
the voice of health and rejoicing, is 
again heard in our habitation, Let all, 
that is within us, bleſs thy holy name, 
Th. who 
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who forgiveſt our iniquities; who healeſt 
our diſeaſes; who redeemeſt our lives 
from deſtruction; and crowneſt us with 


Joving-kindneſs, and tender mercies. 


What ſhall we render unto thee, O 
Lord! for all thy benefits towards us ? 
Lord! make thy face to ſhine upon thy 
ſervant: And, as thou haſt delivered 
his foul from death, his eyes from tears, 
and his feet from falling, let it be the 


firm purpoſe of his heart, that he will 


walk as before thee, in the land of the 
living. And, to that end, do thou, the 
God of all grace, ſtabliſh, ſtrengthen, 
and ſettle him: And grant, that the 


life which thou haſt preſerved, and 


which thou mercifully reneweſt, may be 
faithfully and chearfully, devoted to thy 


glory, and employed in thy ſervice. 


May he go on in the ſtrength of the 


Lord our God, and let it be his conſtant 
endeavour to glorify thee in his body, 


and ſpirit, which are thine. 
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192 A Thankſgiving for the 


We beg for him, and for ourſelves, 
that ſince thou giveſt us ſuch , frequent 
warnings to put us in mind of the un- 
certainty of health and life, we may be 
enabled ſo to improve our precious time 
in the exerciſe of all chriſtian virtues, 
that an entrance may be miniſtred unto 
us abundantly into the everlaſting king- 
dom of our Lord and Saviour, Jeſus 
Chriſt. 
With joy would we look forward, 
to the great day of his final ap- 
pearing, when theſe bodies which are 
now ſubject to ſo many pains and 
diſeaſes, and carry the ſeeds of cor- 
ruption in their whole frame, ſhall be 
raiſed in incorruption, power, and 
glory. 

And now unto our moſt merciful 
heavenly Father; and to Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, who is the reſurrection and 
the life, the author of eternal ſalvation 
unto all them that obey him; be ever- 
laſting 
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laſting honour, adoration, and praiſe, 
Amen, 


N. B. If the perſon recovered be a 
woman, inſtead of Servant, read Hand- 
maiden, and for Him, read Her. 


55 


- 


Catalogue of BOOKS Printed and Sold 
by HuLToN BRADLEY, at the King s- 
Arms and Two Bibles in Dame-ſtreet. 


A LLENv' Alarm. 
Addiſon's Chriſtian Manual. 
' Baxter's Call to the Unconverted. 
Brown's Roman Hiſtory. 
Blainville's Travels, 2 Vols. 2 
Burnet's Hiſtory of his own Times, 2 Vols, Folio, 
Ditto, Second Vol. | 
Companion to the Communion. 
Chomel's Family Dictionary, 2 Vols. Foho. 
Counteſs of Moreton's Daily Exerciſes. 
Drelineourt on Death. 
Eraſmus. 
Fortunate Foundlings. 
Governeſs or Female Academy. 
Kennet's Roman Antiquities, 
La Belle Aſſemblée, 4 Vols. 
Latin Teſtament; * 25 
Leland's Pſalms. s. 
Lodge's Peerage of Ireland, 4 Vols. 
Middleton's Life of Cicero, 2 Vols. 
Madame Maintenon's Life, 3 Vols, 
Rollin's Belles Lettres, 4 Vols. 
Rabelais Works, 4 Vols. 
Select Collection of Poems. 
Scarron's Comical Romance. 
Seneca's Morals. 
Strafford's Letters, 2 Vols. Folio. 
Shower's Reffections on Time and Eternity. 
Shakeſpear's Works, 8 Vols, 
Univerſal Hiſtory, 20 Vols. 
Week's Preparation. 
Watts's Divine Songs. 


Id 


8 


A SHORT 


EXPLANATION 


OF THE CARS 
END AN DP DESIGN 5 
GP: THE EN 


"A 


LoRD's SUPPER," 


wo 


| WITH SUITABLE 
Meditations and Prayers, 
F AND A 


PRE X U 


"Recommending a due Attendance on 


that ſacred Inſtitution, 
To which is added, a 


P 0:53 TT &SCREEPT 


Concerning SRLT-EXJAMINATI ON, with 
a few Forms of PRAVYER for the Uſe of 
thoſe who need or deſire ſuch Helps. 


By JOHN MEARS, M.A. 


LUKE Xxii; 19. Tris do in Remembrance of me. 


LAM. iii. 40. Let us ſearch and try our Ways, and 
turn again to the Lord. 
1 THEs. v. 17, 18. Pray without ceaſing ; in every 
Thing give Thanks, for this is the Will of God 
concerning you in ac Feſus. 


DUBLIN: 


| Printed for Ja MES Rupp, at the Apoll 
in Dame- Street. NM DCCLVIII. 


ULULF—— ff Aon Pine Ih DE ͤ ͤ N . . — . in She De oney 


e | 
; p \ 


p R E F A C 


| H E Lord's Supper according to the 


Accounts which we have of it in the 


New Teſtament, ſeems to be a very plain 
and intelligible Inſtitution ; and yet the prin- 
cipal Deſign of it is greatly miſunderſtood 
by many; and hence is it that while ſome 


attend upon it, and partake of it, with Dif- 


fidence and Terror; and ſome make a ſuper- 
ſtitious Uſe of it; and ſome come-to it only, 
or chiefly, with political Views, and from 
worldly Conſiderations ; others abſtain from 
it altogether, either from miſtaken Notions 
of the Nature and Deſign of it; or from a 
Contempt of all poſitive Inſtitutions whatſo- 
ever. a 

But if the wiſe End for which it was inſti- 
tuted by our Saviour, were rightly under- 
ſtood, duly conſidered, and carefully at- 
tended to, Chriſtians would come to it more 


frequently, and partake of it in another 


manner than they. commonly do; it would 
neither be undervalued as an uſeleſs Ceremo- 
ny, norovervalued, or have an undue Streſs 
laid upon. it, as if it were the great Law of 
the Goſpel, nor would it be turned into an 
Engine of State, and made ule of as a Qua- 
lification for civil and military Offices. ® 

8 7 On | It 


* Aſcrious good Chriſtian will, no doubt, receive the 

- Communion in a devout religious manner, aud with 
ſuitable AﬀeQions, whatever be the Occaſion of his re- 
ceiving it; and we have ſhewed in the following Tract, 
p. 34 in a Note at the Bottom, how a perſon receiving the 
Communion 
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It is juſtly obſerved as a peculiar Excel- 
lency of the Chriſtian Religion, that it is en- 
tirely a reaſonable Service; it's Doctrines 

are 


Communion in obedience to the Teft 47 may employ 
his Thoughts, ſo as to make a good uſe of a Law which 


has a bad Tendency ; but ſurely a good Chriſtian would. 


not chuſe to partake of this Ordinance in ſuch Cireum- 
ſtances, and under ſuch Appearances, if it could be 
avoided: And though (to uſe the Words of the Au- 
thor of the Monthly Review for December 1754, page 
436) The 7e Ad does not forbid our receiving the 
* Sacrament for the Ends for which it was originally 
inſtituted, yet it mixes with them other and very 
improper Views, by which the Sincerity of the Re- 
ceiver is greatly endangered; and conſequently the 


r 


by it.“ A good Man, (as was juſt now obſerved) 
will receive the Communion in a religious manner, and 
with a View to the Ends for which it was appointed by 
our Saviour, even when he is doing it in Compliance 
with an human Law, and it is hoped there are many 
who do ſo, yet it were to be wiſhed there were no fuch 
human Law among us ; which lays good Men under 
the Neceſlity of partakiig of that Ordinance in Circum- 
{tances that have but a bad Appearance, and leads 
others, who have no ſerious Senſe of Religion, or per- 
haps do not ſo much as believe the Goſpel, to receive 
it in an unworthy manner; to receive it with Reluctancy, 
and againſt their Will; ſo that with ſuch it is a matter 
of Conſtraint, Compulſion, and Neceſſity, and not of 
choice, or from a willing Mind, which quite deſtroys 
the Religion of the Action: Not to mention that ſome 
are hereby compelled, and driven, as it were, to the 
Lord's Table, and the Church obliged to receive them, 
who for their vicious and immoral Lives, ought to be 
excluded from it, as a Reproach to the Society, and 
unworthy of the Tokens of Chriſtian Fellowſhip. So 
thatthe 2d andzd Rubricks, prefixed to the Communi- 


on Office in the Liturgy, ſeem to be in Effect repealed, 


at leaſt to be rendered uſeleſs, by the Tef 44: And 


an important Branch of Chriſtian Diſcipline taken 


quite away. 


Akt itſelf is chargeable with the Abuſes occaſioned 


( 


are highly rational and conſiſtent; and uſe- 


ful to ſupport the Cauſe of Righteouſneſs, 


and encourage the Practice of Holineſs and 
Virtue in.the World. It's Laws and Inſtitu- 


tions are, moſt of them, the very Laws of . 
Reaſon and Nature, as to thoſe which are 


merely of poſitive Inſtitution, as they are 


but very few, ſo they are free from all Ap- 


pearance of Superſtition, well fitted to an- 


{wer very good Ends, and not in the leaſt 


burthenſome, nor attended with any Difficul- 


ty in the Performance of them: They are 


only Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, by 


the firſt of which we are initiated into the 
Chriſtian Religion, and received into the 


Chriſtian Church; which being once done, 
it is not repeated; and by the other, we do 


from time to time make a publick, thankful. 
Commemoration of the Sufferings and Death 


of Chriſt, and declare that we are his Diſ- 


ciples, and reſolve to continue in the Pro- 


feſſion of his Religion, in the Obedience 
of his Laws, and in the Cominunion of his 
Church, all the Days of our Lives. 

Now that the Lord's Supper 1s a very rea- 


ſonable Inſtitution will eaſily appear to any 


one who will conſider. 1. That the Ends for 


which it was appointed, (which have been 
juft now hinted, and are more particularly 
mentioned in the following Treatiſe) are 


very good and have a Tendency to preſerve 
a Senſe of Religon upon the Mind, and 
cheriſh good Aﬀections in the Heart. 2. That 


the matter made uſe in this Ordinance, (via 
Bread and Wine) is very Ggnificant of What 
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it is intended to repreſent. And, g. That the 
whole Action having been performed from 
the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, is a ſtanding 
Evidence of the Fact, that Jeſus Chriſt was 
crucify'd, as the Scripture relates ; even as 
the Obſervation of the firſt Day of the Week 
by Chriſtians for their publick religious 
Aſſemblies, is a ſtanding Evidence of his 
Reſurrection from the Dead, and of the mi- 
raculous Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon 
his Apoſtles fifty Days after, both which 
happened on the firſt Day of the Week. 

It may well be thonght ſtrange then that 
fo many profeſſed Chriſtians, ſhould fo ſel- 


dom attend upon this Inſtitution, and ſome 


live on in the conſtant Neglect of it: People 
are wonderfully apt to run into Extremes; 
ſo it is with many with Reference to this 
Ordinance. Some there are who lay an 
undue Streſs upon their Obſervance of it, 
and place too much of their Religion in it; 
others again there are who {light and under- 
value it : Theſe are two Extremes, and we 
ſhould carefully endeavour to avoid both of 
them, and wiſely chuſe the middle way, 
that 1s to obſerve and perform the Duty, be- 
cauſe Chriſt our Lord and Maſter has re- 
quired us to do fo ; and yet not lay an undue 
Streſs upon it, becauſe it is but an inſtru- 
mental Duty, and fubordinate to others, 


which are of an higher and more exellent 


Nature. | 
Let us then guard againſt the one Ex- 
treme of laying too great a Streſs on our Ob- 
ſervance of this Inſtitution, both becaufe it 
| | 18 


vii) 
is but an Inſtitution merely poſitive, and 
therefore not to be laid in the Balance with 
the Laws of Reaſon and Nature, which are 
of an unchangeable Obligation, and in which 
the very Eſſence and Life of Religion doth 
conſiſt: And likewiſe, becauſe it is but an 
external Means in order to a farther and 
higher End, namely, to help to keep alive a 
Senſe of Religion in the Minds of Men: 
and therefore, the End, which is real vital 
Religion, muſt undoubtedly be of greater 
Importance than that which is only an ex- 
ternal Help or Means to promote and cheriſh 
the Practice of it: Now to place Religion 
in the Obſervance of the Means without re- 
garding the End; or to lay a greater Streſs 
upon the Means than upon the End; or to 
ſubſtitute the one in place of the other, is to 
invert the Order of Things, and is in Truth 
a remarkable Inſtance of Superſtition and of 
dangerous Conſequence to the Souls of Men. 

And yet let us not under Pretence of 
avoiding the Extreme of Superſtition with 
reſpect to this Ordinance, run into the con- 
trary Extreme of living in the habitual Ne- 
glect of it, or attending upon it but very 
rarely: The weighty and moſt important, 
Duties of Religion bing 0 no doubt, to have 
the chief place in our Eſteem; and we ſhould 
be moſt careful to obſerve them, and zealous 
in the Practice of them, yet thoſe which in 
compariſon with the others, are of leſſer 
Moment, are not to be left undone, much 
leſs deſpiſed ; for they. are uſeful in their place, 
otherwiſe they would not have been required 
2 at 
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at our Hands; it is the Will of God we 
ſhould obſerve them, and we are not to un- 
dervalue or neglect the leaſt of his Com- 
mandments. And ſince this Rite is really a 
divine Appointment being expreſly inſtituted 
by our Saviour himſelf, which is a ſufficient 
Obligation on all who believe in him, though 
there were nothing elſe to be ſaid for it; and 
ſince moreover it appears to be a wiſe and 
reaſonable Inſtitution, and fitted to anſwer 
very wiſe and good Ends; it ought not to 
be deſpiſed, or neglected, or ſuffered to fall 


into Diſuſe, which would certainly be the 


conſequence, if all Chriſtians ſhould do, as 
too many of them do, that 1s, turn their 
backs upon it and forſake it, as if they were 
aſhamed to make ſuch a publick and folemn 
Acknowledgment of believing in a crucity'd 
Saviour, or did not like the Terms of Salva- 
tion, which he hath publiſhed in the Name 
of God, and ſealed with his Blood, and 
therefore will not conſent to them, nor ſub- 
mit to his Goverment and Laws: Let not 
any of us who profeſs to believe the Chriſtian 
Religion, treat a Chriſtian Inſtitution in this 
manner, but let us devoutly attend upon it 
as Often as we have Opportunity, for thus 
it becomes us, after the example of our bleſſed 
Maſter, 10 fulfil all Righteouſneſs. 

The Command of our Saviour in this 
Caſe is ſo very plain, the Reaſonableneſs and 
Uſefulneſs of the Inſtitution is ſo obvious, 
and the Obſervance of it ſo eaſy, that I have 


often wondered how it comes to paſs that 


among the profeſſed Diſciples of Chriſt, 
| there 
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there are ſo many to be found in all C.wrch- 
es, who turn their Backs upon this Ordi- 
nance, and that not only of ſuch whoſe 
Lives and Practices are vicious and immo- 
ral, (for there is nothing ſtrange in their ab- 
ſtaining, and indeed they ought not to be 
admitted, if they would ofter themſelves, 
without ſome apparent Fruits of Repentance,) 
but even of thoſe whoſe Converſations are in 
the main, agreeable to the Goſpel, who ſeem 
to have the Fear of God before their Eyes, 
and a Senſe of Religion in their Minds, and 
who live in the habitual Practice of Holineſs 
and Virtue; how ſuch Perſons do ſatisfy 
their own Conſciences in the conſtant Omit- 
lion of a Duty ſo plainly and expreſsly com- 
manded, they know beſt themſelves; but 
ſure I am it is a culpable Omiſſion, and a 
Defect in their Character, tho' I am willing 
to hope that it does not proceed from a Con- 
tempt of the Inſtitution, or Want of Love 
and Reſpect to him who appointed it; but is 
occaſioned, I preſume, either from ſome 
miſtaken Notions they have imbibed of the 
Nature of the Lord's Supper, of the Prepa- 
ration requiſite in Order to the due partaking 
of it, the Difficulty of receiving it as they 
ought to do, and the Danger of performing it 
unworthily ; or from an Exceſs of Modeſty in 
their Opinion of themſelves, as if they were 
not worthy, and would not be acceptable 
Gueſts at the Lord's Table. 
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But ſuch ſhould conſider, that it is much 
better to endeavour to obſerve a plain Inſti- 
tution of our Lord, altho' they may not per- 
haps perform it ſo well as they would deſire, 
than to omit it altogether, and for fear of 
coming ſhort in the Performance of it, ne- 
ver perform it all. If this Way of Reaſon- 
ing were applied to Prayer, it would lead 
them to lay aſide that Duty alſo, and indeed 
all the Duties of religious Worſhip, for who 
in this imperfect State can pretend to per- 
form any of them without ſome Mixture of 
Imperfections and Failings? 

It concerns ſuch Perſons to conſider like- 
wiſe whether in this their abſtaining from the 
Lord's Supper they do not act an inconſiſtent 
Part, and contrary to the Judgment of their 
own Minds, which is certainly the Caſe, if 
if they believe the Lord's Supper to be an 
Inſtitution of Chriſt, as we preſume they 
do : 'The Quakers indeed, who deny that 
this Ordinance was inſtituted with a Deſign 
to be of perpetual Continuance in the Church, 
act agreeably to their Principles in not par- 
taking of it, nor uſing it in their Churches : 
In this Principle of theirs we think them to 
be miſtaken, and we all blame them for en- 
tertaining it; but pray, are not thoſe among 
ourſelves as much or more, to be blamed, 
who, while they believe the divine Appoint- 
ment of this Inſtitution, do yet nevertheleſs 
abſtain from it altogether, or but very ſeldom 
Join in it? A 
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As to thoſe, if there be any ſuch among 
us, who {light and undervalue it as a mean 
contemptible Ceremony, fit only for the 
Vulgar; or People of weak and ſuperſtitious 
Minds, and upon that Account diſdain to 
join in the Celebration of it, and live in the 
conſtant and wilful Omiſſion of it; to ſuch 
we ſhall only ſay, that this Rite is ſo expreſs- 
ly appointed by %s Cpriſi, the Founder of 
our Religion; and it is, if ſeriouſly perform- 
ed, ſuch an apt and fit Means to ſtrength- 
en our Faith, to ſupport our Hope, to excite 
our Love and Gratitude to God, and kind 
Affections towards all our Chriſtian Brethren, 
and to engage our Hearts to the Love, Imi- 
tation, and Obedience of our bleſſed Re- 
deemer, and a ſincere Conſent to the Terms 
of his Goſpel, and Compliance with the 
great Deſign of it; that I ſee not how any 
one who believes Jeſus Chrift to have been a 
Teacher ſent from God, and to have ſpoken 
and taught in his Name ; and who doth ac- 
knowledge him as his Lord and Maſter, his 


Lawgiver, Saviour and Judge, can refuſe to 


obſerve this Inſtitution : How can a Man call 
himſelf a Diſciple of Chriſt, and a Subject of 
his Kingdom, and yet live in the habitual 
Neglect of a religious Rite inſtituted by him 
for wiſe and good Ends, to be obterved by 
his Diſciples to the End of the World, as 
1 as can be expreſſed by Words? This 
ooks too like a Contempt of the Wiidom of 
our Saviour, as if any of his Inſtitutions were 
| | ulcleſs 
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alia and frivolous, and not fit or worthy 
to be obſerved by wiſe Men, but calculated 
only for the Weak and Superſtitious; but let 
ſuch Men think or talk as they will, it is evi- 
dent from our Lord's whole Conduct, while 
he converſed among Men, that he knew what 
Was in Man, he knew human Nature better 
than any of us, and what was fit to work 
upon their Affections, and conſequently what 
Rites or poſitive Inſtitutions were proper to 
be appointed in Order to preſerve a ſuitable 
Senſe of his Religion in the Minds of his 
Diſciples. Let us take heed then that we de- 


ſpiſe not any of our Saviour's Commands, by 
a wilful Neglect and habitual Omiſſion of 


any Thing he hath required of us, for he 
hath ſaid himſelf in Luke 10..16. He that 


acſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me. 


And now may God incline the Hearts of 


all Chriſtians to walk m all the Commandments 
and Ordinances of the Lord, blameleſs, and give 
us Grace to perform them in an acceptable 


Manner, and ſuitably to the Ends for which 


they were ſeverally appointed, that in the 
Uſe of theſe outward Means, we may be 


daily growing in Goodneſs and Virtue, and 


conſtantly going on to all moral and ſpiritu- 


al Perfection, till it be conſummated in Glo- 


ry, thro' Jeſus Chriſt the great Captain of our 


Salvation, who hath loued us, and waſhed us in 


in his Blood, from our Sins; and made us Kings 
and Prieſts to God even his Father, To whom 
be Glory for ever, Amen. 5 


Co SST: 
EXPLANATION 
OF THE 
END and DESIGN 


OY THE 


9 
LOoRPD's SUPPER, e. 
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HIS Ordinance, which. is com- 
1 monly called the Lord's Supper, 
or the Holy Communion, and ſome- 
times the Euchariſt, is not an Inventi- 
on of Men, or a Ceremony deviſed 
by Chriſtians out of their own Heads, 
or inſtituted by the Clergy of their own 
Authority: But is an Expreſs Inſtitu - 
tion and Command of our Lord him- 
ſelf, who hath appointed it to be ob- 
ſerved and celebrated, in a devout and 
religious Manner, by all his Diſciples, 
to the End of the World. 
This is abundantly evident from the 
Hiſtory of our Saviour's Paſſion, as it 
1 A 18 
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. is recorded in the Goſpels of Matthero, ; 
| Mark, and Luke; and from what the | 5 
| Apoſtle Paul ſays to the Church of | 
| Corinth in the 11th Chapter of his 1(t. K 
| Epiſtle to them; where, reproving M 
them for ſome Abuſes they had been D 
| guilty of in the Celebration of this Or- 
| dinance, contrary to the Deſign for ” 
1 which it was appointed, he acquaints * 
] them, that he had received it from the V 
Lord as an Inſtitution of his Religion, K 
Which he was to teach as ſuch, to the 
| Churches he ſhould plant, to be ob- x 
| ſerved by them, and by all the Church- R 
1 es of Chriſt, till his ſecond Coming; h 
| and he tells them that he had accord- 8 
i ingly delivered it unto them as he had 15 
received it from the Lord; and then 55 
he proceeds to give them an Account 2 
of it's firſt Inſtitution, and of the End ps 
and Deſign for which it was appointed, . 
and exhorts them to obſerve it for the 70 
future according to that, and not ſuf- 5 
fer it to be any longer perverted and 5 
abuſed as it had been : among them of 8D 
late. 5 
The Action itſelf conſiſts in taking t 
Bread, giving Thanks over it, breaking 5 


it 


, ; 


it, and eating of it; then in taking a 
Cup into which Wine had been pour- 
ed, giving Thanks over it, and drink- 
ing of it. 

This is the external Action; and the 
Deſign of it as a religious Rite or Ce- 
remony, is to repreſent, ſnewforth, or 
make an open publick Commemorati- 
on of our Saviour's Death, and the 
Manner of it; the Bread which is bro- 
ken being a Symbol or Repreſentation 
of his Body which was broken on the 
Tree; and the Wine, a Symbol or 
Repreſentation of his Blood ſhed upon 
the Croſs, for the Remiſſion of the 
Sins of many; that is, for the Confir- 
mation of that Covenant wherein God 
hath promiſed the Remiſſion of Sins to 
Al, whether Jews or Gentiles, who fin- 
cerely embrace the Goſpel of his Son, 
who truly repent of their Sins and 
forſake them, and carefully endeavour 
for the future to obey his holy Laws, 
and improve themſelves daily in Piety 
and Virtue. 

Whether the Bread that is uſed in 
the Celebration of this Ordinance be 
leavened or unleavened ; whether the 


A 2 Wine a 


| (4) 
i Wine be pure or mix'd with Water; ac 
1 whether the Thankſgiving be uſed only ot 
| once for all, or repeated before the m 
[| giving of the Cup, which ſeems in- C 
| deed to have been the Practice at the ſo 
| Beginning ; whether this Inſtitution be ſo 
1 celebrated in the Evening, or any other be 
] Time of the Day ; whether Faſting, lit 
or after a temperate Meal; whether C. 
| in an upper Room, or in any other A 
Place; whether Sitting, or Leaning, . 
| or Standing, or Kneeling ; theſe and the of 
like Circumſtances, being no Parts of A. 
| the Action itſelf, nor having any Re- an 
| lation to, or Connection with the De- ed 
i ſign of it, are Matters of Indifferency, ed 
a and left to the Liberty of Chriſtians: 
Il There is nothing determined about In 
them in the New Teſtament, and th 
f therefore none ſhould take upon them We 
1 to make any fixed Regulations or Ca- I po 
/ nons about ſuch Matters ; but in theſe Vi 
| or the like indifferent Things, which fed 
N are not neceſſary to be determined, eve- th. 
1 ry Chriſtian ſhould be left to his own ob 
| Diſcretion ; for the Inſtitution may be no 
| duly andrightly adminiſtred, and Chrit- Ac 
.tians may partake of it worthily and up 


acceptably, 


C83 


acceptably, either in the one or the 

other of theſe Ways that have been 

mentioned ;. yea even tho' in the ſame 

Congregation, and at the fame Time, 

ſome ſhould receive it one Way, and 

ſome another : Chriſtians ſhould not 
be ſuperſtitiouſly ſcrupulous about theſe 
little Things; nor ſhould Chriſtian 

Churches take upon them to exerciſe 

Authority in Matters of this Nature, 

which are not determined in the Word 

of God, which do not belong to the 

Action itſelf nor affect any of the Ends 

and Purpoſes for which it was appoint- 

ed, and which are chiefly to be regard- 
ed in our Celebration of it. 

J From the Accounts we have of the 
Inſtitution of this Ordinance, both by 
the Evangeliſts and the Apoſtle Paul, 
we plainly ſee for what End it was ap- 

pointed, and conſequently with what 
Views, with what Diſpoſitions and Af- 
fections we ought to partake of it; for 
the Efficacy of it, or the Good to be 
obtained by the receiving of it, doth 
not depend upon the meer external 
Action of Eating and Drinking; but 
upon the doing it with Meditations and 
K Affections 
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(6) 
Affections ſuitable to the Deſign for 
which it was inſtituted. 

Now the chief and principal End 
for which this Rite was appointed by 
our Lord, was to be a ſtanding Me- 
morial of his Sufterings and Death, 
and a folemn publick Commemoration 
of them with Praiſe and Thankſgiv- 
ing: Thrs (faith he) is my Body, which 
7s broken for you, as much as to ſay, 
this Bread which is broken and diſtri- 
buted among you, is the Symbol, or 
the Sign and Repreſentation of my Bo- 
dy crucity'd and broken for you; Do 


75518, that is, take it, and eat of it, in Re- 


membrance of me, or for a Commemo- 
ration of my Love in dying for you. 
And of the Cup he ſays, This Cup 1s 
the New Teſtament, or, as it ſhould ra- 
ther have been rendered, the New Co- 
venant in my Blood, ſhed for the Remſ}t - 


on of the Sins of many, drink ye all of 


zt ; for as often as you eat this Bread, and 
drink this Cup, ye do ſhew forth, or, ſhew 
ye forth the Lird s Death till he come. 
The Meaning is, the Wine contained 
in this Cup is the Symbol, the Sign 
and Repreſentation of my Blood, ; hed 

or 


C31 


for the Confirmation of the new Co- 
venant, wherein the Remiſſion of Sins 
is promiſed and aſſured to all, who, be- 
coming my Diſciples and Members of my 
Church, ſhalltruly repent of their Sins 
and forſake them, and ſhall endeavour 
for the future to yield a ſincere Obe- 
dience to the Laws and Precepts of 
my Goſpel, and perſevere therein to 
the End: Drink ye all of this Cup in 
Remembrance of me, for by this Ac- 
tion of eating of this Bread, and drink- 
ing of this Cup, as the Symbols and 
Repreſentations of my Body broken, 
and Blood ſhed, ye do ſhew forth and 
publickly declare my Death, and your 
own thankful Remembrance of it; and 
it is my will you ſhould do fo to the 
End of the World, even till I ſhall 
come again the ſecond Time, without 
Sin, unto Salvation, that is, not to of- 
fer myſelf as a Sacrifice for Sin a ſe- 
cond Time, but to confer on all my 
ſincere and faithful Followers, that Sal- 
vation and Happineſs which 1 have 
promiſed to. them; which promiſe is 
ſealed with my Blood, and farther con- 
firmed by my Reſurrection from the 

A 4 Dead, 


(83) 

Dead, and Aſcenſion into the Heavens. 
This Ordinance then is a ſtanding and 
perpetual Memorial, an open and pub- 
lick Commemoration of the Sufferings 
and Death of our Lord Tefus Chrisi: 
And this is the firſt and principal End 
tor which it was appointed. 

But there 1s another, or rather two 
others, which naturally ariſe out of this 
firſt one, and are cloſely connected 
with it; and which are alſo prett 
plainly taught as ſuch by the Apoſtle 
Paul in 1 Cor. 10. 16, 17. They are 
theſe, to wit, to be a Token and Tef- 
timony of our Communion and Fel- 
lowſhip with Teſus Chri/t, and with all 
our Chriſtian Brethren ; the Apoſtle's 
Words are theſe, The Cup of Bleſſing 


zohich awe bleſs, is it not the 3 of 


the Blood of Chriſt ? the Bread which we 


break, is it not the Communion of the Bo- 


dy , Chriſt ? For, becauſe there is one 


Bread, + we, being many, are one Body, 


for awe are all Partakers of that one 


Bread. As if he had ſaid, The Cup 


+ So this Verſe would have been better ren- 


of 


dered. 
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(9) 
of Thankſgiving, over which we give 


Thanks, and of which we drink in the 
Celebration of the Lord's Supper, is it 
not a Token, a publick Teſtimony and 
Declaration, of our Communion and 
Fellowſhip with the Lord Jeſus, whoſe 
Blood was ſhed for the Remiſſion of 
Sins? and the Bread which we break, 


and eat of in that Ordinance, is it not 


a Token, a publick Teſtimony and 
Declaration, of our Communion and 
Fellowſhip with that bleſſed Lord 
whoſe Body was broken for us upon 
the Tree? Is not this Action which 


we perform in Obedience to his Com- 


mand, a publick and ſolemn Acknow- 
ledgment of our religious Regard to 
him, as our Saviour and Redeemer, 


our Lord, our Lawgiver, and our 


Judge; is it not an open Profeſſion in 
the Face of the World that we are his 
Diſciples and Followers, that we em- 
brace his Doctrine and Religion, and 
are not aſhamed of his Goſpel; that 
we approve of, and agree to the Terms 
of that moſt gracious Covenant which 
was ſealed with his Blood, and ſincere- 
ly conſent to be governed by his Laws? 

undoubt- 
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( 10 ) 


undoubtedly it is; and our partaking ar 
of this Feaſt in Memory of his Death, | be 
is an open Declaration and ſolemn 
Teſtimony of all this. 01 
And farther by our coming together t 
into one Place, to partake of this one N 
Bread, and drink of this one Cup, as tl 
| a religious Commemoration of the t) 
| Death of Chriſt; we, all of us who V 


join in the Celebration of this Ordi- 
nance, tho' many in Number, and 
| dwelling perhaps, ſome of us in far 
| diſtant Places, do hereby declare that 
we are all one Body, and acknowledge 
ourſelves, with all our Chriſtian Bre- 
thren wherever they dwell on the Face 
of the Earth, to be one Society. or 
Community, united to the one Lord 
by a lively Fazth and ſincere Obedience, 
and to one another by the Bond of a 
fervent Charity, and brotherly Love; and 
ſo by the joint partaking of this Ordi- 
nance we acknowledge ourſelves the 
Fellow Diſciples of Chriſt, the one 
Lord and Mediator, and the joint Wor- 
ſhippers of the one God and Father of 
all, the Temples of the fame Holy Spirit, 
and 


(11:3 
and the Heirs of the ſame heavenly In- 
beritance. 

We do not by this Action profeſs 
our Communion meerly and only with 
that particular Church or Congregati- 
on with whom we are worſhipping at 
the Time, or with that particular Par- 
ty or Denomination of Chriſtians with 
whom we are aſſociated, and ſtated! 
join in Worſhip; or with this or the 
other national Church; but we ac- 
knowledge ourſelves to be in Union and 
Fellowſhip with all who make a cre- 
dible Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, (that 
is, with all who profeſs the Chriſtian 
Religion, and do not contradict that 
Profeſſion by the Wickedneſs of their 
Lives,) and, that together with them, 
we are all one Body, united under Chriſt, 
our common Head; we are one religi- 
ous Community, one ſpiritual King- 
dom under the Government of that 
one King whom God hath ſet over us, 
even Jeſus Chriſt his Son, whom he 
hath made Lord of all, by whoſe Laws 
we all profeſs to be ruled and governed, 
to whoſe Authority and Dominion we 

are 


( 12) 
are all ſubject, and to whom we are 
all of us accountable for our Conduct. 


Theſe now being the Ends for which 


this Ordinance: was appointed, it be- 
comes us, as often as we partake of it, 
to keep them in our Minds, to fix our 
Meditations upon them, and to exer- 
ciſe our Affections, and form our Pur- 
poſes and Reſolutions according to 
them: If we do ſo, it will be a Means 
of ſtrengthening our Faith and Hope, 
of increaſing our Love to God, our 
Love to Jeſus Chriſt our bleſſed Re- 
deemer, and to all the Saints and 
Houſhold of God; and it will help us 
forward in the Way of Holineſs, and 
engage us the more effectually to a pa- 
tient Continuance in well doing, and 
to the conſtant and zealous Practice of 
every Thing that is truly pious, vir- 
tuous, and good; in a Word, it will 
diſpoſe us for farther Uſefulneſs in 
this World, and to a greater Progreſs 
in moral and ſpiritual Perfection, and 
conſequently prepare and qualify us for 
higher Degrees of Happineſs in the 
World that is to come. 

But 


( 13) 

But if we attend upon this Inſtituti- 
on of our Religion in a careleſs un- 
thinking Manner, only as an empty 
Ceremony, as a Manner of Form and 
Cuſtom; or to pleaſe Men, and pain 
or preſerve a Reputation of Sanctity; 
or, if we ſubſtitute our Attendance 
upon it in the Place of real Righteouſ- 
neſs, and ule it as a Kind of Commu- 
tation, and by Way-of Atonement for 

ſome immoral Practices, we are guil 
of; or for any other baſe and ſiniſter 
End; we quite pervert it from the 
Purpoſe for which it was appointed; 
we eat and drink unworthily, not diſcern- 
ing the Lord's Body; we uſe it in Ef- 
fect as if it were a common Meal, and 
are guilty of profaning a ſacred reli- 
gious Inſtitution of divine Appointment. 
When the Apoſtle Paul in the place 
already quoted, (1 Cor. xi. 23. &c.) 
reproves the'Co7/z7h1ans for certain A- 
buſes which had crept in among them 
in the Adminiſtration of the Lord's 
Supper; in order to rectify theſe A- 
buſes, he lays before them a plain and 
true Account of the Inſtitution itſelf, 
and of the End and Deſign of it, as he 


had 


14 ) 
had received it from the Lord, who 
had communicated the whole Goſpel 
to him by Revelation ; after which he 
adds this Advice, But let a Man exa- 
mine himſelf, and ſo let him eat of that 
Bread, and drink of that Cup. So our 
Tranſlators have rendered the Words, 
which would have been better tranſla- 
ted in this manner, But let a Man prove 
h:mfeif, and rhus, that is, according 


to what l have now told you is the De- 


{ion of this Inſtitution, thus let him eat 
of the Bread, and drink of the Cup. As 
if he had ſaid, I have given you an 
Account of this Inſtitution as I received 
it from the Lord, and of the chief and 
principal End fe which he appointed 
It, by that let every one examine and 
try himſelf, his Temper of Mind, his 
Views and Intentions, his Carriage and 
Conduct, and thus, according to the 
End and Deſign of the Inſtitution, as a 
Memorial of the Death of Chriſt, and 
a Token of Communion with him, 
and with the whole Chriſtian Church, 


let bim eat of the Bread, and drink of the 
_ Cup. 


There 


(-15 ] 


There is no Reaſon to ſuppoſe that 


the Apoſtle by this Direction intended 
to bind Chriſtians to enter into a par- 


ticular Examination of the whole paſt 
Courle of their Lives every Time that 
they deſign to partake of the Lord's 
Supper, this indeed is an uſeful Exer- 
ciſe, and very proper to be obſerved 
ſometimes, on ſome ſpecial Occaſions, 
and for fome Perſons; but it does not 
ſcem to be neceſſary for all Chriſtians 
every Time they may have an Intenti- 
on to join with their Brethren in cele- 
brating the Memory of their Saviour's 
Paſſion by this Inſtitution; there is 
nothing in this Diſcourſe of the Apol- 
tle, or the Occaſion upon which he 
gave theſe Directions to the Corinthian 
Church concerning the Lord's Supper, 
to lead us to underſtand his Words in 


that Senſe; nor 1s ſuch a particular Ex- 


amination neceſſary every Time that a 


ſerious well diſpoſed Chriſtian would | 


chuſe to receive the Communion ; tho' 
it 1s proper here to be obſerved, that 
frequent Self- examination is a very uſe- 
ful and important Duty, for it ſerves to 
ſhew us, or bring to mind, what is or 

has 
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( 16) 
has been amiſs, and needs to be cor- 
rected, in our Temper or Conduct; it 
helps us to know ourſelves, what 
Manner of Perſons we are, and what 
is our true and real Character, and this 
will diſpoſe us to Modeſty and Humili- 
ty; it will make us ſenſible what need 
we have of God's Grace and Forgive- 
neſs, and the Aſſiſtance of his Holy 
Spirit; it will diſpoſe us alſo to the Ex- 
erciſe of Charity, Forbearance, and 
Forgiveneſs towards others; and give 
us Occaſion of Praiſe and Thankſgiv- 
ing to God for his ſparing Mercies, and 
his gracious Promiſes of Acceptance 
upon the moſt reaſonable and condeſ- 
cending Terms: beſide many other 
Advantages which cannot be mention- 
ed or inſiſted on at preſent &. 
But the Examination which the A- 
oſtle recommends, as previouſly ne- 
ceſlary to the Lord's Supper, ſo far as 
may be judged from the Context, 
ſeems 'to be this; that any Chriſtian 
intending to go to the Lord's Ta- 


* See the Diſcourſe on Self-examination at 


ble, 


the End. 


(32: ) 

ble, ſhould, in Order to partake of that 
Ordinance in a religious Manner ; and 
ſo as to profit by it, and not incur the 
Guilt of profaning a ſacred and ſolemn 
Inſtitution of Religion appointed by 
Chriſt himſelf ; he ſhould (I ſay) ſeri- 
ouſly conſider the End and Deſign for 
which it was appointed, and reflect 
whether the Temper of his Mind, and 
Frame of his Spirit, be ſuchas is ſuitable 
to that End, and having, upon ſuch 
ſerious Reflection, found that it is ſo; 
let him accordingly, with a View to 
that End, and with Meditations and 
Affections ſuitable to it, eat of the 
Bread, and drink of the Cup. 
We ſhould therefore before we go 
to the Lord's Table, reflect a little, 
and think with ourſelves, what is it we 
are going about? what are we going to 
do? are we only going to eat and drink 
as at a common Meal for the Refreſh- 
ment and Support of our Bodies ? No, 
this 1s not the Deſign of the Inſtituti- 
on; we have Houſes to eat and drink 
in for that End; and are not called to 
aſſemble together in the Church for 
our common Meals; but we are go 


B ning 


( 18 ) 
ing to celebrate a religious Rite ap- 
pointed by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as a 
Memorial of his dying Love, and a 
publick Acknowledgment of our be- 
ing his Diſciples, who have Commu- 
nion and Fellowſhip with him, and 


with all our Chriſtian Brethren, and 


who purpoſe, by the Help of his 
Grace, to pleaſe and obey him in all 
Things, and to walk in his Ways all 
the Days of our Lives. 

It becomes us then to enquire again, 
whether we feel in our Minds a juſt 
Senſe of the Advantages we enjoy by 
the Goſpel Revelation, and a thankful 
Remembrance of what our bleſſed Sa- 
viour hath done and ſuffered for us, to 
deliver us from the Power and Domi- 
nion of Sin, and the Miſeries conſe- 
quent upon it? Whether we do really 


approve of the Terms of that Covenant 


which he hath ſealed with his Blood, 
and heartily conſent to them ? And are 
truly willing to forſake all Sin, all Im- 
piety, all Vice, Wickedneſs and Im- 
morality, and to conform ourſelves in 
our Hearts and Lives to the Laws of 
Godlineſs, Righteouſneſs, Charity and 

| Sobriety, 
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Sobriety, as being moſt excellent in 
themſelves; and naturally conducive 
to promote the proper Perfection and 
true Happineſs of our Nature? And 
whether we have a ſincere Love to all 
our Chriſtian Brethren, and a Com- 
munion in Heart and Affection with 
all the Saints and Houſhold of God? 
If this be truly and indeed the Temper 
and Diſpoſition of our Minds, and the 
Frame of our Hearts towards God, to- 
wards Jeſus Chriſt his Son, towards all 
our Fellow Chriſtians, and towards true 
Religion, Goodneſs and Virtue, we are 
ſaitably diſpoſed, and duly prepared to 
go to the Lord's Table: Let every one 
ther efore try himſelf by this Teſt, and 
having found his Heart to correſpond 
to it, Tet him, according to the Ends 


for which this ſacred Feaſt was appoint- 
ed, and with a ſerious View to them, 
"eat of the Bread, and drink of the Cup; 


humbly hoping for God's Bleſſing upon 


him in his religious Ae ne upon 


this Ordinance; "md for his favourable 


Acceptance of him in this Action, done 
in Obedience to the Command of his 


dying Lord, to ſhew forth his Death 
till he come. 


B 2 When 
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When a Perſon has previous Warn- 
ing that the Communion is to be ad- 
miniſtered in the Church to which he 
belongs, it will be very proper to add 
to his daily private Devotions, ſome 
Addreſſes to his Maker, with a pecu- 
liar Reference to that Ordinance, ſome 
convenient Time before; to which 
Purpoſe he may uſe the following 
Prayer extracted from the late Rev'd 
Mr. Henry Grove of Taunton, at any 


Time before he goes to the Commu- + 


nion, or ſome other to the ſame Effect. 


4 | 
A PRAYER in private before the 
| COMMUNION. 


Thou infiniteand eternal Majeſty; 

the holy, bleſſed and glorious God, 
the Creator, Preſerver, and Governor of 
the whole World, and our kind and 
bountiful Benefactor: I adore thee, as 
the only living and true God, the God 
and Father of our Lord Yeſus Chriſt, 
and in him the Father of Mercies, and 
the God of all Conſolation: Vouch- 


ſafe, I beſeech thee, with an Eye of 


Favour and Compaſſion to look upon 
thy 


( 21 ) 
ſinful Creature now before thee, ad- 
miring and adoring thy diſtinguiſhing 
and moſt undeſerved Goodneſs to the 
Children of Men, and to me in parti- 
cular, which I acknowledge to have 
been ſuch as beyond Meaſure to en- 
hance and aggravate my Offences a- 
gainſt thy divine Majeſty. | 
With what Sincerity, O Lord, thou 
deſireſt the Converſion of Sinners, the 
Proſperity of thy Saints, and the Hap- 
ineſs of all who are upright in Heart, 
thou haſt abundantly diſcovered in the 
Incarnation and Death of thy well be- 
loved Son, our moſt worthy Mediator 
and Advocate, Yeſus Chrift the Righte- 
ous; and in the rich Variety of Means 
which thou haſt kindly provided for 
the Healing of the manifold Diſorders 
which, in the preſent imperfect State 
of human Nature, we are lyable to, 
and for our continual Progreſs towards 
Perfection: As for all theſe I bleſs and 
praiſe thy Goodneſs and Wiſdom, fo, 
in a particular Manner, for the Inſti- 
tution of the holy Supper, which be- 
ing enjoined by the Authority of my 
bleſſed Saviour, and bearing his Name, 
as 
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as it was appointed in Honour of his 
Memory, I deſire ever to value and 
eſteem, as an uſeful Means of preſer- 
ving and cheriſhing the ſpiritual Life, 
and engaging the "Heart to a ſincere 
Obedience to the Laws of the Goſpel, 
and a conſtant Progreſs in all Holineſs 
and Virtue. 

Being not only altowed, but invited, 
to attend this facred Feaſt, I do joyful- 
ly accept the Invitation, humbly truſt- 
ing that thro' thy Grace, I am in ſome 
Meaſure meet to partake of it; and 
praying that what is farther wanting 
in Order to my Receiving with great 
er Advantage and Acceptance, may be 
graciouſly ſupply'd by the Aid of thy 
Holy Spirit. 

O may I obtain the Pardon of all my 
paſt Offences thro' TFeſus Chriſt, and 
upon the Terms of his Goſpel, which 
I cannot but in my Conſcience approve 
of, and to which I give my ſincere and 
hearty Conſent: O may thy bleſſed 
Spirit, whoſe Afliitance thou haſt pro- 
miſled to thoſe who aſk it, be always 

reſent with me, to enlighten my 
Mind, and ſanctify my Affections 3 

. an 
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and more; to ſtrengthen and ſecure 
me againſt the various Temptations to 
which I am expos'd, and to lead me on 
in the Paths of Righteouſneſs : Give 
me Underſtanding in all thy Precepts; 
and help me rightly to diſcern the 
Meaning, and truly anſwer the Ends 
of that holy Ordinance for which I am 
preparing; and may Love to God, and 
to Mankind, and Love to Goodneſs 
and Virtue, be the ruling Principle in 
my Heart, and give Law to all my 
Paſſions and Affections, my Words and 
Actions. 

Grant, O Lord, that I may 8 


thy holy Table with a deep Senſe of 


my own Meanneſs, Unworthinets, and 
Guilt, and with the moſt exalted Ap- 
prehenſions of thy Holineſs and Mer- 
cy, both which thou haſt ſo wonder- 
fully diſplay'd in the Method of our 
Redemption by Jeſus Chri/?; that I may 
receive the Memorials of his bloody 
Paſſion, and of thy forgiving Love thro' 
him, with a lively Faith, an humble 
and well grounded Hope, an unfeigned 
Gratitude, and an unſpeakable Joy; and 
may ſo feel the attractive Influence of 

| his 
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( 24 ) | 
his Example, the Efficacy of his Death, 
and the Power of his Reſurrection, 
that my Soul may be transformed into 
Love, that it may be filled with Kind- 
neſs and Charity to Men, and with an 
ardent, but prudent Zeal for the Ho- 
nour of God and Religion ; that I may 
more and more die to Sin, and live to 
Righteouſneſs; that T may be able to 
tread on all the Power of the Enemy, 
to overcome all Temptations, to deny 


myſelf, to deſpiſe the Blandiſhments of 


the World, to have my Converſation in 
Heaven, and finally, after having loved, 
and followed, and ſerved my Saviour 


without ſeeing him, I may, according 


to his own Prayer, be with him where 
he is, to behold his Glory, and to join 
with all the heavenly Inhabitants, in a- 
ſcribing Bleſſing, and Honour, and Glo- 
ry, and Power, unto him who ſitteth 
on the Throne, and to the Lamb, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 


When you are engaged in the ſacred 
Service for which you have been pre- 
paring, and while you, and the Reit of 
the Congregation, are partaking of the 
Bread and Wine, let your Mind be 
| employed 
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employed in ſuitable Meditations, ac- 
company'd with ſhort Ejaculations of 
Prayers and Thankſgivings. 

Now the proper Subjects of your 
Meditation at this Time, are, the Ends 
for which this Action was inſtituted 
and appointed, namely, to be a Me- 
morial, or a religious thankful Com- 
memoration of the Sufferings and Death 
of our dear Redeemer, and a Token 
or Teſtimony of our Communion and 
Fellowſhip with him, and with all our 
Chriſtian Brethren ; an open publick 
Acknowledgment that we are his Diſ- 
ciples, who heartily conſent to the 
Terms of Acceptance laid down in his 
Goſpel, and are truly willing to ſub- 
mit to his juſt and gentle Government, 
and to be ruled by his wile and righte- 
ous Laws: Let theſe Ends regulate and 
lead your Thoughts, and let every one 
ſay in his own Mind, when he is 
eating of the Bread, and drinking of the . 
Cup, and during the whole Service, 
thus, or to this Effect. 

As Iam ſeriouſly convinced of the 
Truth of the Chriſtian Revelation, and 
ſenſible of the great Advantages I en- 

GC joy 
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joy thereby in Order to the Attainment 


2 
of true Happineſs in the Favour of God, C 
and the Perfection of my own Nature; t 
ſo I believe in particular that Jeſus a 
Chri/t came into the World, as a Teach- v 
er ſent from God; and after he had h 
fulfilled his. Miniſtry upon Earth, and 
finiſhed the Work which God {ſent in 
him to do, he gave himſelf up to the be 
Death for us all, to confirm the divine W 
Covenant with us, and reconcile us th 
unto God. I now call to my Remem- in 
brance all that he ſuffered from the pe 
Hands of wicked and ungodly Men, th 
the Injuries that were done to him, ed 
the unjuſt Reproaches that were caſt Jos 
upon him, the ungrateful and unwor- A. 
thy Treatment that he met with, the ar 
cruel and ignominious Death he was In 
put to, tho' he was perfectly innocent bri 
and righteous; he was holy, harmleſs, he 
undefiled, ſeparate from Sinners, and bis 
had gone about doing good both to the aa 
Souls and Bodies of Men: I remember 17 
alſo with what Meekneſs and Patience, bet, 
what Submiſſion and Reſignation to the Pr. 
Will of God, what Truſt and Confi— be 
dence in him ; and with what Conſtan- ver 


cf 


„ 
cy and Firmneſs of Mind, with what 
Charity and Forgiveneſs, he bore all 
the Evils that were laid upon him, and 
all the Inſults, Abuſes, and Injuries 
which he received from the Hands of 
his ungrateful and mercileſs Enemies. 
But I conſider him as having come 
into our World that he might thus 
bear Witneſs to the Truth, and ſeal it 
with his Blood; and therefore was it 
that he voluntarily yielded himſelf up 
into the Hands of his Enemies, and 
patiently bore all theſe cruel Effects of 
their Rage and Malice. Hewas wound- 
ed for our Tramſgreſſioms, he was bruiſed 
for our Iniquities, the Chaſtiſement of our 
Peace «vas upon him, and with his Stripes 
are wwe healed; the Lord laid on him the 
Iniquity of us all; it pleaſed the Lord to 
bruiſe him, and put him to Death: and 
he readily acquieſced, he willingly made 
bis Soul an Offering for Sin; and thus 
ac he cut off to confirm the Covenant 
with many; and thoſe Things which God 
before had ſhewed by the Mouth of all bis 
Prophets, that Chrijt fhould ſuffer, hath 
be fo fulfilled. And I do humbly re- 
verence and adore that wiſe and myſte- 
NY rious 


(.28.) 


rious Providence that brought ſo much 
good out of ſo great an Evil; and I do 
from my Heart deteſt. and abhor all 


Sin and Iniquity which Chriſt my bleſ- 


ſed Maſter ſo much deteſted, and for 
which he willingly fell a Sacrifice; and 
I will ſincerely endeavour, by the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of divine Grace, to or the 
_ Fleſh with it's Affections and Luſts, and 
de to fin, even as He, my gracious Re- 
d'cemer, was crucity'd and dyed for it; 
and in all the Troubles, Adverſities, 

and Afflictions, which I may meet with 
in this uncertain World; or whatever 
Trials and Perſecutions I may be called 
to undergo on Account of Religion 


and a good Conſcience; I will ſtudy to 


imitate thoſe Virtues that ſhone. forth 


fo conſpicuouſly in him, under all his 

reat and grievous Sufterings, and dur- 
ing the whole Time of his Trial, Con- 
demnation and Crucifixion. 

And now that I am thinking on all 
that Flood of Sorrows that came upon 
him; that melancholly Scene of Suf— 
ferings which he paſſed thro' for the 
good of Mankind ; Fey that Zeal for 
God and pure Religion, that Love 1 

the 
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the Souls of Men, and Regard for 


their true and everlaſting Happineſs, 
which were the great Motives of this 
Undertaking ; I Jift up my Heart with 
joyful Praiſes, and thanktul Acknow- 
ledgments to the God and Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who fo loved the 
World, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whoſoever ſhould believe on him, and 
obey- his Laws, might not periſh, but 
have everlaſting Life; who ſpared not 
even his own Son, but gave him up to the 
Death, as a Propitiation for the Sins of the 
whole World; and I can never ſuffici- 
ently admire tbe Height, and Depth, and 
Length, and Breadih of the Love of Chriſt, 
which paſſeth Knowledge that appeared in 
this whole Tranſaction ; that he who 


was the Brightneſs of the Fathers Glory, 


and the expreſs Image of his Perſon, who 
was in the Form of God, and had Glory 
with the Father before the World was, 
ſhould for us Men, and for our Salva- 
tion, come down from Heaven, empty 
tumelf'; take upon him the Form of a Ser- 
vant, and Faſhion of a Man, and ſhould 
humble himſelf ſo far as to become obed:- 
ent unto Death, even the Death of the 
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(30-1) 
Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul; let all that is 
awithin me bleſs his holy Name; bleſs the 
Lord, O my Soul, and forget not all his 
Benefits, who forgrveth all thine Juiqui- 
ties, and healeth all thy Diſeaſes ; who re- 
deemeth thy Life from Deſtruction, and 
crowneth thee with tender Mercies, and lov- 
ing Kindneſſes. What ſhall render to the 
Lord for all his Benefits? I will take the 
Cup of Salvation, and call upon the Name 
of the Lord, I love that bleſſed Re- 
deemer, and will honeſtly endeavour 
to live to bim, who died for us, and roſe 
again. Worthy is the Lamb that was 
ain to receive Riches, and Power, and 
Wiſdom, and Strength, and Honour, and 
Glory, Bleſſing : for he hath redeemed us 
from our Sins with his moſt precious Blood, 
and made us Kings and Prieſts unto God 
even the Father : Bleſſing, and Honour, 
and Glory, and Power, be to him who ſit- 
teth on the Throne, and to the Lamb for 
ever. 

I remember likewiſe that this bleſ- 
ſed Saviour whoſe Death I am comme- 
morating was the Mediator of the new 
Covenant, and ſhed his Blood as the 

Seal and Confirmation of it; and do 
| now, 
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now, over the Memorials of his Body 
and Blood, publickly acknowledge that 
T am one of his Diſciples, and a wil 
ling Subject of his Kingdom; I am 
fully ſenſible that Yig caſh, and his 
Burden is Light,and my Conſcience ap- 
proves the Terms of his Goſpel as moſt 


wiſe and reaſonable, moſt gracious and 


merciful and condeſcending, and 1 
conſent to them with all my Heart. 

I do now profeſs my Communion 
and Fellowſhip with him, and am ſted- 
faſtly reſolved, by the Help of his 
Grace, to continue his faithful Diſci- 
ple, and to perſevere inflexibly in the 
Profeſſion of his Religion, and the O- 
bedience of his holy Laws, all the 
Days of my Life. And 2% now T ſee 
him not, yet I firmly believe in him, I 
love him in Sincerity, and I do heartily 
rejoice in him, and in what he has done 
and accompliſh'd for poor Sinners, and 
in the Hopes of that immortal Happi- 
neſs which he has prepared for the 
Righteous in his eternal heavenly 


Kingdom. 
C 4 I ſe- 


632) 
I ſeriouſly renounce all Communi- 
cation with the unfruitful Works of Dark- 
neſs, and denying all Ungodlineſs and 
worldly Luſts, will carefully endeayour, 
thro his gracious Aſſiſtance, to live - 
berly, righteouſly, and godily in this pre- 
preſent World 1 truly repent of all my 
paſt Tranſgreſſions, and condemn my- 
ſelf for them, and wherein I have of- 
tended and done Iniquity, I am fully 
purpoſed, with the Help of God, to 
do ſo no more, but will ſtudy to form 
the Temper of my Mind, and order 
the Tenour of my Converſation in the 
World, as becomes the Dignity of 
my rational and moral Nature, and 
that pure and holy Goſpel which I pro- 
feſs to believe. 

I do now in the moſt ſolemn man- 
ner, and with the greateſt Seriouſneſs 
and Sincerity ratify and confirm my 
baptiſmal Covenant and Dedication ; I 


yield myſelf unto God, and devote - 


myſelf to his Service, and to the Obe- 
dience of his holy Laws: O Lord, I 
© here acknowledge myſelf thy Crea- 
© ture, and thy Servant, a Subject of thy 
* moral Kingdom, and a Diſciple of 
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thy Son Jeſus Chriſt; and as ſuch ob- 
liged by all the ſtricteſt Tyes of Du- 
ty, Gratitude, and Intereſt, ſincere- 
ly to ſearch out and perform thy 
Will, and never wilfully to offend a- 
© oainft thy holy Laws: I preſent my- 
ſent myſelf unto thee, with all the 
Powers of my Mind, and Members of 
my Body, as an holy, living, and accep- 
ble Sacrifice, which 1s the reaſonable 
Service thou requireſt of us, moſt ſuita- 
ble to thy Nature, and agreeable to thy 
Will: I love thee, O Lord my God, 


"TR Te — 


with all my Heart, and Soul, and 


Strength and Mind, and pray that by 
the Help of thy Grace, I may be ena- 
bled to ſhew the Sincerity of my Love 
by keeping thy Commandments: I 
love my Neighbour as myſelf, and 
will always endeavour to do to others, 
what I would judge to be juſt and rea- 
ſonable, if done to myſelf in the like 
Caſe and Circumſtances; and I will 
ſtudy, as far as I can, to do juſtly to 
all Men; to love and exerciſe Mercy 
and Humanity, as there is Occaſion ; 

to walk humbly with thee my God ; 

and to be uſeful in the World, cad. 
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4-449 
ing to the Abilities thou haſt given 
me, and the Stationwherein thou haſt 
placed me, and faithful in perform- 
ing the Duties of my Station, and 
of the ſeveral Relations I ſtand in to 
others. * 


It is alſo my Purpoſe and Reſolution, 
with an humble Dependence on the 
divine Aid; to maintain a Rule over 
my own Spirit, and to keep my Mind 
and Affections, my Thoughts, Deſires 
and Imaginations, my ſenſual Appe- 


Here the Communicant may reflect and call 
to mind the various Relations he bears to others, 
with the Duties belonging to them, and engage 
himſelf to the faithful Performance of them: 
Here alſo he may conſider the Trade, Buſi- 
neſs, or Employment he is called to by divine 
Providence, and reſolve to be faithful and uſeful 
init: Andif he be called to ſerve his Country in 
any Office, civil or military, he may form Pur- 
poſes in his Mind, to diſcharge the Duties of his 
Office with all Care, Diligence, and Fidelity : 


And thus a good uſe may be made of one of our 


Laws, which has no good Tendency, and has 


been often abuſed to bad Purpoſes ; having in 
mapy Inſtances been the Occaſion of profaning 
this Inſtitution and expoſing it to the Contempt 


and Ridicule of Scepticks and Unbelievers. 


tites, 


( 


tites, and all my animal Paſſions, un- 


der a proper Command and Diſcipline, 
that ſo I may be always Maſter of my- 
ſelf, may enjoy the clear and undiſturb- 
ed Exerciſe of my rational and moral 
Powers, and be in a fit Temper and 
Diſpoſition to go about any Part of my 
Duty to God or Man, and perform 
any Act of religious Worſhip, or any 
Office of Virtue and Humanity that I 
may be called to, or have a proper Op- 
portunity of doing: And I will like- 
wiſe take heed to my Words that I of- 
fend not with my Tongue, that I ſpeak 
not any Thing ſinfully, or unadviſed- 
ly with my Lips; but that my Speech 
may be always ſuch as becomes my 
Chriſtian Profeſſion, uſeful and im- 
proving, or, af leaſt, harmleſs, inno- 
cent, and inoffenſive. 

But I remember alſo that I am a 
Member of the Church of Chriſt, 
founded in Love and Benevolence; 
that as I am united to %s Chrit, 
by Faith and Holineſs, ſo I ought to 
be united to his Church by a ſincere 
and fervent Charity: I do accordingly 
publickly declare that I entertain in my 
Heart 
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Heart a true and cordial Love to all 
my Chriſtian Brethren, and am in Uni- 


on and Fellowſhip with all the Saints, 


with all who are of the Houſhold of 
God, and belong to that great Body 
of which Chriſt is the Head; I love 


all who love the Lord Je in Sinceri- 


ty, and call upon the Name of the 
Lord out of a pure Heart. I do ſin- 
cerely and willingly forgive all who 
have offended or injured me, and have 
no Hatred, Malice, or Revenge in my 
Heart againſt any of my Neighbours 
or Brethren; and if, in any Inſtance, 
J have injured or offended any others, 
I am willing to be reconciled ; willin 

to give them all reaſonable Satisfaction, 


and make them all juſt and equitable 


Reparation, as far as lies in my Power. 

And, if I know my own Heart, I 
deteſt all impoſing, dividing, and per- 
ſecuting Principles and Practices; and 
am diſpoſed to bear with, and forbear 
others, in Love, to keep the Unity of 
the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, and to 
hold Communion in the Worſhip of 
God with all who make a credible pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity, upon the Goſ- 


pel 


E 
pel Terms of Communion, as God 
offereth Opportunity: I do not by this 
Action enliſt myſelf in any Party, but 
only in general profeſs myſelf a Chriſ- 
tian, and declare my Reſolution to pur- 
ſue with Steadineſs and Conſtancy, 
that which is the great Deſign of the 
Goſpel, and of it's Inſtitutions, namely 
the ſin cere Practice of Piety and Virtue. 
As an important Branch of the 
Communion of Saints, I do alſo ſym- 
pathize with all who are in Diſtreſs or 
Miſery of any Kind; I pity the Poor 
and Needy, and thoſe who have none 
to help them; I commend all ſuch to 
the Care and Protection, to the Patro- 
nage and Guardianthip of the divine 
Providence; and am willing myſelf to 
help them, and contribute to their Sup- 
port, Eaſe, and Relief, as farasIam able, 
and I am diſpoſed to bear with the In- 
firmities of others, and put the moſt 
favourable Conſtruction on their W ords 
and Actions lyable to Doubt, which 
they will admit of. 
All theſe Things I do truly and ſin- 
cerely profeſs, and will carefully endea- 
vour to obſerve and pertorm by the 


Aſſiſt- 


(33) | 
ance of the holy Spirit, which God, 
by the Mouth of our Saviour, hath 
graciouſly promiſed to thoſe who aſk it 
from him by fervent Prayer and Sup- 
lication, and are willing to concur 


with his wiſe and kind Operations on 
their Minds. 


When the whole Service is over, and 


after you are gone Home, or in the 
Evening of that Day. or any conveni- 
ent Time after, retire by yourſelf, and 
reflect on what you have been about in 
ſome ſuch Meditations as theſe. 

I have now in a ſolemn Manner 
avouched the Lord to be my cod, my 
Ruler and Governor, my chief Good 
and Happineſs; and myſelf to be his 
Servant and a Subject of his moral 
Kingdom, and faithfully to keep all 


his Commandments, and walk in his 


Ways; I have devoted myſelf to the 
Service and Obedience of the living 
and true God, and engaged myſelf to 
live and act as becomes a Diſciple and 
Follower of his beloved Son Jeu 
Chriſt my Lord; and to maintain and 
exerciſe brotherly Love and Affection 


towards all my Fellow Chriſtians, and 


Charity 


in 


(39) 


Charity to all Men: When J reflect, 
J cannot but approve of what J have 
done, and do not repent of the Choice J 
have made; and therefore what J have 
vowed and ſworn, I will ſincerely en- 
deavour to periorm, even to keep God's 
righteous Judgments ; and may he 
graciouſly vouchſaſe me the Aſſiſtance 
and Conduct of his holy Spirit to ena- 
ble me ſo to do, that I may abide in 
Chriſt, and walk even as he walked, 
and that obeying from the Heart 
the Doctrine and Precepts he hath 
taught us, and having the fame 
Mind in me that was in him, and walk- 
ing in Love, even as he loved us, and 
gave himſelf for us, a Sacrifice and an 
Offering unto God of a ſweet ſmelling 
Savour, I may at length finiſh the 
Courſe of my Pilgrimage in this World 
with Peace and Joy, and be admitted 
to partake of that Glory. and Happi- 


neſs which he hath prepared tor the 
Faithful. 


And then Addreſs yourſelf to God 
in this or the like Prayer. 
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A Prayer to be uſed in private after 
one has received the Communion, 
extracted from the late Revd Mr. 
Grove. 


Reat and marvellous are thy 
Works, Lord God Almighty ! 


What then art thou whoſe Power hath 
produced and ſuſtains, whoſe Wiſdom 


hath contrived and directs, and whoſe 
Goodneſs provides tor and crowns them 


all? J praiſe thee, O my God, with all 


my Heart, that, having made of one 
Blood all Nations of Men to dwell on 
all the Face of the Earth, and deter- 
mined the Times before appointed, 
and the Bounds of their Habitation, 
that they ſhould ſeek the Lord, if hap- 
ly they might feel after him, and find 


him, thou haſt in the Courſe of thy- 


Providence ſo ordered the Circumſtan- 
ces of my Birth and Education, that T 


ſhould be a Partaker of the Grace of 


the Goſpel from my early Years, and 
know the wonderful Works of God, 
even thoſe Things which many Pro- 


phets 
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phets and Kings deſired to ſee and hear, 
and did not obtain their Deſire. 

For all my Powers and Faculties, O 
Lord, as I am a reaſonable and moral 
Agent; for all the Inſtances of thy ſa- 
therly Care; for all the Effects of thy 
common Bounty and Goodneſs in the 
Courſe of my Life, J bleſs and magni- 
iy thy holy Name; but more eſpeclal- 
ly for thy diſtinguiſhing Grace and 
Mercy i in Jeſus Chriſt, in whom, while 
I rejoice and glory, I cannot forget to 
pray that all Mankind may enjoy the 
ſame Happineſs, and the whole World 
know that thou haſt fo loved them as 
to give thine only begotten Son, that 
whoſoever - beheveth in him, fo as to 
obey his Laws ſhould not periſh, but 
have everlaſting Lite. 

Hcar, O moſt gracious God, the 
Prayers of thy faithiul People, ior the 


Enlargementof that Kingdom of Truth 


and Righteouſneſs, which thou haſt ſet u 
among Men, that the Religion ot Chritt 
may be proſeſſed and practiſed in it's 
greateſt Simplicity: Grace be with all 
them that love the Lord Jeſus in Sin- 
cerity; may the Number of ſuch be 
D continu- 


(- 42 ) 
continually increaſed ; may their Con- 
{olations abound ; may the Mulritude 
of them that believe be of one Heart, 
and of one Soul; and may the Church 
of Chriſt appear to be the School where 
immortal Souls are trained up for the 
more perſect Worthip and the everlaſt- 
ing Felicity of the heavenly World. 

Grant, O Lord, that T may not re- 
ceive thy Grace in vain, that it may 
not be in vain that T have been (6 tul- 
ly taught the Way of the Lord, have 
had both external and internal Aſſiſt- 
ances, and every Sort of Encuurage- 
ment to abound in all the Fruits of 
Righteouſneisand Goodneſs and Truth, 
to thy Glory and Praiſe: Forgive, O 
merciful Father, the many unſuitable 
Returns I have made to thee {or thy 
great Goodneſs towards me, the num- 
berleſs Obligations thou haſt laid me 
under, and the repeated Engagements 
I have taken upon myſelf: O torgive 
the Coldneſs of my Love, my Sloth 
and Inactivity, the ſmall Proficiency 
J have made in the Virtues of the 
Chriſtian Lite, with the Advantage of 
ſo excellent a Rule, ſo perfect an Ex- 

ample, 
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ample fo free an Acceſs tothe Throne of 
Grace, ſuch powerful Aids, and the 
Proſpect of ſo glorious a. Reward. ' 
| F O may the Conſideration of thy 
Readineſs to pardon, fill me with an 
ingenuous Hatred and Deteſtation of all 
; Sin; that my Abhorrence of Sin, and 
Care to avoid it, and all Occaſions of 
e it, or Temptations to it, for the Fu- 
ture, may be a ſatis{ying Proof that all 
my ins are forgiven me, thro' the Re- 
e 


demption that is in Chriſt, whoſe 
Death I have been commemorating and 
— ſhewing forth in his Supper. And 
may the God of Peace, who brought 
again from the dead, our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the great Shepherd of the Sheep, 
thro' the Blood of the everlaſting Co- 
venant, make me perfect in every good 
Work, to do his Will, working in me 
that which is pleaſing in his Sight, and 
fulfilling in me all the good Pleaſure of 
his Goodneſs, and the Work of Faith 
with Power, 
Help me to carry in Mind the De- 
ſign of one Duty to diſpoſe me for 
another, and of all the inſtrumental 
Duties of Religion, to beget and 
D-2 itrength- 


|| ( 44 ) 
"1 ſtrengthen thoſe excellent Principles 
| and Habits of Goodneis in my Soul, 
. = by which it will be more and more 
1 ripen d for the Life of Heaven: By Faith 
— 14 may I be able to ſee him who is invi- 
ſible, and always to walk as in his 
Preſence; and may I be more and more 
affected and influenced by the Con- 
templation of an abſent Saviour, in eve- 
ry View of him. 

While I meditate on the bleſſed Ve- 
fas, enduring the Contradiction of Sin- 
ners, and humbling himſelf unto Death, 

even the Death of the Croſs, may I be 
inſtructed what to expect in the pre- 
ſent Lite, and after what Manner to 
behave under all the Sufferings and Af- 
fictions of it; and may a riſen and ex- 
alted Saviour elevate my Heart above 
all the Vanities of this tranſitory State 
of Things, to that happy World, 
whither He, my Lord, and the Fore- 
runner of all the Faithtul is gone ; that 
I may know him and the Power of 
his Reſurrection, and count all Things 
but Loſs, for the Excellency of the 
Know- 
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Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, for whoſe 


Sake, may I be willing to ſuffer the 


Loſs of all Things, ſhould I be called 


to it, not counting my Lite dear to me, 
ſo I may finiſh my Courte with Joy. 
Give me, O Lord, to feel more of 
the mighty Power of thy Grace, con- 
curring with the Goſpel of thy Son, to 
mortity every inordinate Deſire, to 
confirm every good Purpoſe, to puriſy 
and regulate my Affections, and to 
change my whole Soul more and more 
into a divine Image and Likencſs; by 
that Grace let me be enabled to over- 
come all 'Temptations to Stn, and to 
keep a Conſcience void of Offence both 
towards God and Man: Let my Love 
to thee be ſuperlative, and tho I can- 
not expect it ſhould ever be equal to 
thy Excellencies and Benefits, yet may 
it bear ſome Proportion to my Pow ers 
and Capacities, that J may love thee 
with all my Heart and Soul, and 
Strength and Mind ; that my Devoti- 
on may be fincere and {ervent, my 
Reſignation willing and entire, and 


my Obedience univerſal and cheariul, 


conſtant 


(46) 
conſtant and uniform, always increaſ- 
ing and going on to Perfection. 

May I be juſt and charitable to- 
wards Men, kindly affectioned, ready 
to do good and communicate, as I have 
Power and Opportunity, behaving my- 
ſelf towards all with a mild, peaceable 
and Chriſtian Spirit: And with Reſpect 
to myſelf, may I be ſober minded, poor 
in Spirit, and pure in Heart; and tho' 
I cannot expect to be free from all 
mental Irregularities, yet may I be 
daily gaining Ground upon them, al- 
ways oppoſing every Inclination that 
is contrary to my Duty, or tends to 
retard my Progreſs in Virtue ; may T 
ſtudy to have my Converſation with- 
out Covetouſneſs, or any anxious Cares 
about the World, and be content with 
ſuch Things as I have, and may I learn 
to deny myſelf, and to be temperate 
in all Things. . 

Help me to bridle my Tongue, and 
take heed to my Words, that T may 
never ſpeak any Thing ſinfully or un- 
adviſedly with my Lips, and may I be 
an Example ot Patience, Meckneſs, Hu- 
mility, and every Thing that 1s love- 
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ly, virtuous, and Praiſe worthy, that 
I may come behind in no good thing, 
looking for the Mercy of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt unto eternal Life: that fo, 


when J ſhall have done the Work which 
thou haſt given me to do, and ſuffer- 
ed all that thou haſt thought meet for 
the Trial of my Faith, and Hope, and 
Submiſſion to thy Will, T may finally 
inherit the Promiſes which thou haſt 
made to us in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord 
and Saviour. Amen, Amen. 


To which lie may add the following 
ſhort Prayer from the late Rev'd wor- 
thy and judicious Doctor Jeffery of 
Norwich. 


God, our heavenly Father, who 
haſt purchaſed to rhyſelt an uni- 
verſal Church with the precious Blood 
of thy dear Son! mercitully look up- 
on the ſame, ſanctify and rule it with 
thy holy Spirit; unite the Hearts of 
all Chriſtians in true Religion and 
brotherly Love; reſcue the Religion 
of Chriſt and the Lives of Chriſtians 
from thoſe Corruptions, which ons 
een 


(48) 
been any where introduced, by Length 
of Time, Decay of Piety, and by the 
Deſigns of wicked and unreaſonable 
Men, takeaway all Offences and Scan- 
dals, Diviſions and Diſſentions, Ty- 
ranny and Uſurpation over the Minds 
and Conſciences of Men; and reſtore 
Piety and Virtue, Peace and Charity, 
and let the Goſpel of our Lord 7eſus 
Chriſt run and be glorify'd. Amen. 
So come Lord 7eſus. | 
Glory be to God on high, in Earth 
Peace, and Good-will amongſt Men. 
May all Envy, and Malice, and Un- 
charitableneſs, ceaſe among thoſe who 
call upon the Name of our Lord Jeſus; 
and may the Peace of God rule in their 
Hearts, to which they are called in one 
Body. 5 
Bleſſing, Honour, and Glory be un- 
to God, thro' Feſus Chriſt, who hath 
redeemed by his Blood Men of all 
Nations from Sin and Miſery : And 
may our ſincere Celebration of God in 
him, here on Earth, be compleated in 
the higheſt Tranſports of Thankſgiv- 
ing, Praiſe and Adoration, in Eeaven, 


for ever and ever, Amen. 
Poſts 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Of SELF-EXAMINATION. 


| was obſerved in Pages 18, 19. of 


of the preceding Explanation of the 
End and Deſign of the Lord's Supper, 
that when St. Paul exhorts the Corin- 
thians to examine themſelves, and ſo 
to eat of the Bread and drink of the 
Cup, according to the Defign of that 
Inſtitution, there is no Reaſon to ſup- 
poſe that he intended to bind Chriſti- 
ans to enter into a particular Exami- 
nation of the whole paſt Courſeè of their 
Lives every Time that they deſign to 
parfake of the Lord's Supper; that yet 
it would be very uſeſul, and conſequent- 
ly very ſit and proper to do it ſome- 
times; it is therefore propoſed to ſpend 
a few Pages in explaining a little the 
Duty of Selt-examination, which ſhall 
be done under the following Heads, 
T//, We ſhall ſhew what is the Rule by 
which we ſhould examine ourſelves. 
E 24, What 
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24. What are the ſeveral Particulars 
concerning which we ſhould make In- 
quiry. 3d. In what Manner ſhould 
this Inquiry be made. 4th. Whatare 
the proper Seaſons of doing it, and 
then conclude with repreſenting in a 
few Words the Advantages of frequent 
Selt-examination. 


//. As to the firſt of theſe, namely, 
the Rule by which we ſhould examine 


ourſelves, that is, and can be no other 
than, the Laws of God, our ſupreme 
Governor and Judge, whether made 
known to us by the Light of Nature, 
or by ſupernatural Revelation, both 
which are contained in the Books of 
holy Scripture, and particularly in 
_ thoſe of the new Teſtament, where- 
in the Whole of our Duty as Chriſtians 
is clearly and plainly laid before us, to- 
gether with the moſt powerful Motives 
to excite us to the Performance of it. 
Theſe are the Rule of our Religion, as 
we are Chriſtians, by which we ſhould 
form the Temper of our Minds, and 
order our Converlation in the World, 
and by which we ſhall be judged in the 


great Day, and are therefore the only 
proper 


(31) 
proper Rule by which we ſhould exa- 
mine and judge ourſelves now ; and this 
is ſo plain a Caſe that it need not be 
farther inſiſted on. 

We go on therefore to the ſecond 
Head, namely, the ſeveral Particulars 
concerning which we ſhould make an 
Inquiry; and theſe may be repreſents 
ed in the following Order. 

In the firſt Place let us examine our- 
ſelves concerning the Duties we owe 
to Almighty God our great Creator 
and gracious Preſerver, our ſupreme 
Governor and Judge; and let us in- 
quire at our own Hearts, whether our 
Temper and Behaviour towards him 
has been ſuch as becomes depending 
Creatures endow'd with rational and 
moral Powers, towards their Crea- 
tor and Sovereign Lord? 

24, We ſhould examine ourſelves 
likewiſe concerning the Duties we owe 
to one another, and to all Men, as we 
are ſocial Creatures, living in Society, 
Members of the great Community 
made up of all Mankind, and ſtanding 
in various Relations to others, and in- 
quire Whether our Temper and Con- 
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duct towards others has been ſuch as 


becomes our ſocial Nature, and might 


juſtly be expected from thoſe who are 


endow'd with ſocial and friendly At- 
fections? 

34, We ſhould examine ourſelves 
farther concerning the Duties we owe, 
every one of us to ourſelves, in the due 
Command and Government of our 
Paſſions and Appetites, and the juſt 
Improvement of our rational and mo- 
ral Powers, and the noble Affections 
which God hath implanted in our Na- 
ture; and inquire whether we have 
maintained a Rule over our Spirits, 
and a proper Diſcipline over our Minds, 
and endeavoured to perfect ourſelves 
more and more in all moral Excellence? 

4th, We ſhould proceed next to ex- 
amine ourſelves concerning the Duties 
we owe tothe Lord Jeſus Chriſt as our 
Mediator and Advocate, our Saviour 
and Redeemer, and, by the Appoint- 
ment of the Father, our Lord, our 
Lawgiver and our Judge, and inquire 
whether our Temper and Conduct to- 
wards him has been ſuch as becomes 
the Diſciples of ſuch a Maſter, the Ser- 
vants 


($3.3 

vants of ſuch a Lord, and the Benefi- 
ciaries of ſuch a Kind and generous 
Benefactor? 

5th. In like Manner we ſhould exa- 
mine ourſelves concerning the Duties 
we owe to the holy Spirit of God, our 
Sanctifier and Guide; and inquire 
whether our Temper and Conduct has 
been ſuch as becomes the Temples of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and thoſe who are af- 
_ ſiſted and led by him, and enjoy his 
gracious Influences? 

6th. We ſhould examine ourſelves 
alſo concerning our Obſervance of the 
inſtrumental Duties of Religion, and 
the Chriſtian Inſtitutions, for theſe are 
not to be ſlighted or deſpiſed, nor will 
they be neglected by a good Chriſtian; 
we ſhould rhereſore review our Con- 
duct with relation to our Attendance 
on the Duties of publick Worſhipa nd 
Inſtruction ; our ſanctitying the Lord's 
Day, ſpending | it in a religious Man- 
ner, and ſuitably to the Deſign for 
which it is ſet apart; our Celebrating, 
as is there Occaſion and Opportunity, 
the Inſtitutions of Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper : As alſo whether we 
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are careful to worſhip God in and with 
our Families, and likewiſe in ſecret 
by ourſelves. 

7th. And whereas there are certain 
general Qualifications that ſhould run 
thro' all our religious Performances, 
and all the Chriſtian and moral Vir- 
tues, we ſhould diligently look into 
our own Hearts, and inquire whether 
our Obedience to the Laws of God 
and the Precepts of our Religion, be 
ſincere and from the Heart? Whether 
it be Uniform and Univerſal 2 Whether 
it beconſtant, ſteady and perſevering 2 
Whether it be pertormed with Delight 
and Cheerfulnefſs, with Zeal and Fer- 
vency, with Courage and Reſolution, 
and accompany'd with Wiſdom and 
Underſtanding, with Prudence and 
Diſcretion? _ 


And /aſtly. Whereas there is no Man 


who liveth here, and ſinneth not, and 
in many Things we offend all, and 
ſome wilfully, deliberately, and habitu- 
ally, we ſhould therefore look narrow- 
ly into our own Hearts, and examine 
rictly, whether we have truly and 
ſincerely repented of our wilful Tranſ- 
| greſſions, 
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greſſions, and deliberate Offences? 


Whether we have forſaken our wicked 


Ways and unrighteous Thoughts, and 


returned unto tlie Lord and to the Paths 
of Righteouſneſs? Whether we have 
ſubdued the vicious Habits we had con- 
tracted, and broken the Dominion 
which Sin had formerly over us, and 
have now acquired the Habits of Picty 
and Goodneſs, and univerſal Righte- 


ouſneſs? We ſhould enquire farther, 


whether we be daily ſtriving againſt 
our Infirmities and gaining Ground of 
them? Are we endeavouring to bring 
forth Fruits meet for Repentance, to 


correct and reform what we may ob- 


ſerve to be amiſs in our Teinper or 
Conduct; and are we daily going on 
to PerieRion, and making a conſtant 


Progreſs in Holineſs and Virtue, and 


all good Works: Or, are we yet un- 
der the Power and Dominion of any 
Sin, yet in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and 
Bond of Iniquity, delaying our Re- 
pentance trom Time to Time, put- 
ting it off to a more convenient Sea- 
fon, and ſuffering our Hearts to 
be hardened thro the Deceittulneſs of 

E 4 Sin, 
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Sin, or running the Round of Sinning 
and Repenting, and then ſinning again? 

Theſe are only general Heads upon 
which we may examine ourſelves; par- 
ticulars mult be left to the Reader's pri- 
vate Thoughts and Meditations, every 
one being "beſt acquainted with the 
Plagues of his own Heart. But if any 
would defire to have an Account of the 
ſeveral Duties comprehended under the 
general Heads that have been menti- 
oned, we ſliall refer them to the two 
Catechiſins which we publiſhed ſome 
Years ago; and if they read over in 
the larger one from Page 31 to the 
End, orthe third Part of the {mall one, 
they will find, tis hoped, ſuch Mate- 
rials as may alliſt them in a more par- 
ticular Examination of themſelves when 
they are diſpoſed to enter into ſuch an 
Inquiry; they may alſo conſult the 
4th Chaper of Mr. Matthew Henry's 
Communicant's Companion, whiclt 


reaches from Page 50 to 73, of the 
Dublin Edition. 


Now as to all theſe Heads of Exa- 


mination, whether genera] or particu- 
lar, we ſhould examine ourſelves moſt 
imparti- 
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impartially, and give Conſcience free 
Liberty to judge, and upon that either 
to accuſe and condem, or to acquit 
and abſolve, according as- there is 
Ground and Reaſon for the one or the 
other. | 

And when ve thus call ourſelves to 
an Account, and ſet our Sins in Order 
before us, we ſhould at the ſame Time 
reflect upon the Heinouſneſs of them, 
and all the aggravating Circumſtances 
with which any of them may have been 
attended; as for Inſtance, that we have 
ſinned againſt the Light and Checks 


of our own Conſciences, againſt our 


ſolemn Vows and Reſolutions to the 
contrary, and notwithſtanding the Ad- 
vantages we have enjoy'd tor our Im- 
provement in ſpiritual and moral Per- 
tection, and the great Motives which 
are ſet before us to excite us to the 


Practice of Virtue and encourage us 


in a Courſe of Chriſtian Obedience. 
But for more Particulars of this Kind, 
the Reader may conſult the Aſſemblys 
larger Catechiſm in Anſwer to Queſ- 
tion 151. 9 
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And the End and Deſign of all this 


Examination of ourſelves ſhould be, 
that we may humble ourſelves before 
God under a Senſe of our Sins, and 
turn unto him with all our Hearts, that 
we may reform whatever is or has 
been amiſs in any Reſpect, and be more 
exact, more watchful and cautious for 
the Time to come; and that if upon 
ſuch Examination we find Reaſon to 
approve our Conduct and Temper, if 
our Hearts condemn us not of wilful 
and habitual Sin, but we are conſcious 
of our own Sincerity, Integrity and 
Uprightneſs before God, then we may 
take the Comfort of it, and rejoice in 
the Hope that we ſhall be accepted of 
Him; then let us thank God for his 


gracious Aſſiſtance whereby we were 


enabled to do his Will, and ſerve him 
in Sincerity and Truth, let us humbly 
implore the Continuance of his Grace, 
and encourage ourſelves to go on with 
Conſtancy and Perſeverance, with Joy 
and Delight in the Ways of the Lord, 
perfecting Holineſs in his Fear, and 
daily adding to our Faith and Profeſſi- 


on of Religion, Fortitude and Firm- 
nels 


(39) 
neſs of Mind in the Practice of it; 
Knowledge in the Grounds and Rea- 
ſons of it, and Prudence in our Con- 
duct; Temperance and Moderation in 
the Uſe of ſenſual and worldly Enjoy- 
ments; Patience under any Adverſities 
or Afflictions we may meet with; God- 
lineſs in all its Branches, having an ha- 
bitual Senſe of God upon our Minds, a 
ſuperlative Love to him in our Hearts, 
and an entire and willing Refignation of 
- ourſelves to him in all Things; joined 
with a fincere and fervent Love to our 
Chriſtian Brethren, and an univerſal 
Charity and good Will to all Men ; that 
' theſe, and all other Chriſtian Virtues, 
being in us and abounding, we may 
not be barren or unfruitful in the 


Knowledge of Chriſt, may never fall 


away from the true Religion, or loſe 
the Favour of God, and may in God's 
good Time have a joyful Entrance mi- 
niſtred to us abundantly into the ever- 
laſting Kingdom of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt. 


The zd. general Head that was 


propoſed in treating of this Duty was, 
In what Manner this Inquiry ſhould 
be 


| 
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be made? Which in a few Words 
ſhould be thus, Fr with Attention and 
Compoſure of Mind, Second, with a 
previous Addreſs to God for his Aſſiſt- 
ance in the Review we propoſe to take 
of our paſt Conduct, Third, with the 
utmoſt Impartiality, and Feurthly, as 
fully and particularly as we can. At- 
ter which ſhould follow ſuitable Con- 
feſſions, Prayers, Thankſgivings, Acts of 
Repentance, Sorrow, Contrition and Re- 
ſolutions of Amendment and new O- 
bedience; and eſpecially Reſtitution and 
Reparation in Caſe of Injuſtice or Injury 
done to others in any Kind. 

The 47 general Head was, to ſhew 
what are the proper Seaſons of Self- 
examination? To which we anſwer in 
the following Particulars. Fir, the 
Morning and Evening of every Day 
are very proper Seaſons for a ſhort Re- 
view of ourſelves, and a few ſerious 
Reflections on our Temper and Beha- 
haviour. The uſual Bent and Turn of 
our Thoughts when we are awake upon 
our Beds, 1s a great Indication of 'the 
prevailing Temper of the Mind; if the 
Thoughts run upon what is good, or 4 
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leaſt innocent, it is a Sign that the 
Mind is good, and the Heart is right; 


but if the Thoughts go out after what is 


Evil, or ſenſual or worldly, it is much 
to be feared that the Mind is evil, and 


the Heart is corrupted with ſenſual and 
worldly Affections: Now it will be our 


Wiſdom to reflect in the Morning 


what has been the Subject of our 
Thoughts and Meditations in the Inter- 


vals of Seep, or before we fell into it, 


or after we awoke out of it, that we 


may learn to correct what was wrong, 
to give our Minds an Habit of thinking 
right, and ſo maintain a Diſcipline over 
our Thoughts till they get a pious, virtu- 
ous and religious Turn, and the Af- 
fections come to be ſet upon God and 
Goodneſs, upon Religion and moral 
Excellence. And again at Night, 
when the Buſineſs of the Day is over, 
it is very proper that we reflect on the 
Actions of the Day, and examine what 


have we done which we ought not to 


have done? What have we negleQed, 
or wiltully omitted, which we ought 
to have done? What have been our 
Intentions and the Motives of our Ac- 

tions ? 


( 62 ) 
tans And what has been the prevailing 
Inclination and Tendency of our Af. 
fections? Hereby we ſhall know every 
Day what has been amiſs in our Con- 


duct, that we may correct it, and re- 


form, and be more watchful and Cir- 
cumſpe& for the future; and what 
has been right and good and commen- 
dable, that we may rejoice in. it, bleſs 
God for it, and endeavour to cultivate 
and improve it more and more, and be 
daily going on to Perfection. 


2d. Another proper Seaſon of Re- 


collection and Self-examination is, be- 
fore and after our Attendance on pub- 
lick Worſhip on the Lord's Day, or 
other Occaſions, Our Deſign in going 
to. Church is, or ſhould be to join to- 


gether in offering up our Prayers, Sup- 


plications, Interceſſions and Thankſ- 
givings to the God of the Univerſe, 
and to receive Inſtructions, Admoniti- 
ons, and Exhortations, for the right 


Conduct of Life; now in Order 


to perform theſe religious Duties in 
an acceptable Manner, and ſo as to pro- 
fit by them, and be helped forward in 
the Way to Heaven and Happineſs, it 

18 


( 63) 
is highly requiſite that we go about 
them with due Preparation of Mind; 
and to that End we ſhould reflect be- 
fore Hand, and call ourſelves to an Ac- 
count, that we. may have our Sins in 
Remembrance when we make Con- 
feſſion of them to God in the general 
Words uſed by the Miniſter for all to 
join in, and profeſs our Repentance and 
Reſolutions of Amendment; and the 
like with Reſpect to our Wants for 
which we would deſire a Supply, and 
the good Things we have received, or 
do enjoy, for which we would give 
Thanks; we ſhould inquire likewiſe 
whether we have a charitable and be- 
nevolent Frame of Spirit towards all 
Men, without which our publick In- 
terceſſions for others are but a Lip Ser- 
vice, and Matter of Form; and we 
ſhould inquire alſo whether we go 
with a teachable and unprejudic'd Mind, 
with an honeſt and good Heart, truly 
willing to be inſtructed, admoniſhed, 
put in Mind of our Duty, and exhort- 
ed to the Practice of it, and to a pati- 
ent Continuance in well doing; in a 
Word, diſpoſed to know the Will of 
God, 
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and to do it? And after we come fr om 


Church, we ſhould reflect on what we 
have been about, and inquire at our- 


ſelves, what was our Behaviour in the 


Houſe of God ? Did we drop our At- 
tention, and ſuffer our Thougths toſrove 


and wander, or ſettle on ſomething 


quite foreign to the Buſineſs in Hand? 
or were Wwe grave, ſerious and atten- 
tive? Did we join with true Affection, 
and a becoming Fervency in the ſeve- 
ral Parts of Worſhip? And did we 
hear the Inſtructions which were laid 
before us, and the Exhortations which 
were given us, with due Attention of 
Mind, and with a ſincere Reſolution to 
put in Practice what we were convin- 
ced to be our Duty? Theſe and the 
like Reflections before and after our 
Attendance on publick Worſhip would 
ſerve to render thoſe religious Exer- 
ciſes the more effectual to the Ends and 
Purpoſes of their Inſtitution. 

24. Another fit Seaſon for Self-ex- 
amination is before and after receiving 
the Lord's Supper, by which however 
we do not mean that one ſhould enter 
into a long Examination of his whole 

paſt 
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paſt Life every Time that he intends to 
receive the Communion, this being un- 
neceſſary, as has been obſerved in the 
preceding Diſcourſe ; but we may re- 
let upon our Conduct fince the laſt 
Time we received; and did the anti- 
ent Cuſtom of celebrating the Com- 
munion every Lord's Day now obtain, 
this Head would coincide with the 
former ; but as that Cuſtom has been 
long out of .uſe, and Chriſtians have 
the Opportunity of partaking of the 
Lord's Supper, only at certain Times, 
and after pretty long Intervals, it ſeems 
very proper on ſuch Occaſions, to look 
into our own Hearts, and review our 
Conduct and the prevailing Temper of 
ous Minds, fince the laſt Time we join- 
ed incelebrating that Inſtitution. 

4th. When any Affliction or Cala- 
mity is lying upon us, or hanging over 
us and likely to befal us, it is very fit 
that we ſhould examine ourſelves, and 
inquire what 1s there, or has there been, 
in our Temper or Conduct that needs 
to be corrected, that we may humble 
ourſelves under the mighty Hand of 


F __ God, 


— 
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God, and turn to him that ſmites us, 
or threatens to puniſh us, | 

5th. When we have received a De- 
liverance from any Trouble or Afflicti- 
on. we laboured under, or have met 
with any uncommon Inſtance of the- 
divine en and Mercy, it is very re- 
ry requiſite that we reflect how we be- 
haved under our Trouble, or the Dan- 
ger we were in, how we improved it 
to the Purpoſes of Religion and the Re- 
formation of our Morals? With what 
Temper of Mind we received the De- 
liverance? and what grateful Impreſ- 
fions we haveof the divine Goodneſs in 
the kind Interpoſition of his Provi- 
dence in our Behalf? | 

And laſtly, When we obſerve any 
Symptoms of our approaching Diſſo- 
lution, and have Reaſon to apprehend 
that the Time of our Departure out of 
this World is drawing near, then is a 
very. proper Seaſon for the Duty of 


Self-examination; Todelay Repentance 
from. Time to Time, and put off the- 
Practice of Religion, the Practice of 
Virtue and Well-doing to the Cloſe of 
Life; or to truſt to a Death Bed Sorrow, 


are 
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are indeed moſt fatal Deluſions; but 
tho' the main Tenor of the Converſa- 
tion ; and the prevailing Temper of 
the Mind has been holy and virtuous, 
andthe Heart upright and ſincere, yet 
ſo many Slips and Failings, Defects 
and Imperfections are apt to attend even 
very good Men, that it will be very pro- 
per to call ourſelves to an Account 
when we have Reaſon to judge that 
Death cannot be far from us, that while 
there is yet ſome little Time before 
us, we may employ it in correcting any 
Thing that has been wrong, and 
taking the Comfort of what has been 
good and right in our Conduct, and in 

erfecting ourſelves more and more in 
all theſe holy and divine Difpolitions 
which render us like to God, and fit 
for the Society of the holy Angels, and 
the Spirits of the Juſt who are gone be- 


fore us; ſo ſhall we withdraw our Aﬀec-. 


tions from earthy Enjoyments, and re- 
concile our Minds to the Thoughts of 
Death and that blefſed State, which is 
prepared for the Righteous, (into which 
Death is the Entrance, ) where we ſhall 
be ever with the Lord, and be perfect- 
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ly holy, and perfectly happy in the En- 
joyment of God to all Eternity. 

And now after what has been briefly 
ſaid under the four Heads which were 
propoſed in treating of this Subject, we 
need not uſe many Words to ſhew the 
Uſefulneſs of frequent Self-examinati- 
on, and the Advantages that may ac- 
crue from it towards our Progreſs in 
moral Perfection. We all know, and 


profeſs to believe, that there is a future 


State of Rewards and Puniſhments, 
and that in Order to that we ſhall all 
of us be called to an Account before the 
righteous Judge of the World, who 
will bring every Work into Judgment 
with every ſecret Thing, whether it 
hath been good, or whether it hath 
been evil : Now fince every one of us 
mult give an Account of himſelf to 
God, it is highly reaſonable, and it 
will be our Wiſdom and Intereſt, to 
cail ourſelves often to an Account, and 
bring our whole Conduct, bade 
open or ſecret, into Judgment before 
the Tribunal of our Conſcience, and 
by this Means we ſhall know our- 
ſelves and the moral State of our Minds, 

and 
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and be able to form, atleaſt, a probable 
Judgment, how we ſtand with Reſpect 
to the Favour or Diſpleaſure of God, 
our ſupreme Governor and Judge; for 
if upon ſuch Examination in the Court 
of Conſcience, our Hearts condemn us 
not, but approve of us as ſincere and 
upright, then have we Confidence to- 
wards God, and Ground of rejoicing in 
any State of Life, a good Conſcience 
being a contiual Feaſt; but if our 
Hearts condemn us, then: much more 
may we expect that God will condemn 
us, who is greater than our Hearts, 
and knoweth all Things; but yet there 
is Hope concerning us, for there is 
Room for Repentance, and if, while 
there is Time and Opportunity, we 
confeſs our Sins and forſake them, and 
walk in Newneſs of Life, if we abſtain 
from Evil and do Good, and perſevere 
in well doing for the future, God is 
faithful and juſt, gracious and merci- 
ful to forgive us our Sins, and cleanſe 
us from all Unrighteouſneſs, 

By a due and frequent Self-examina- 
tion we ſhall be diſpoſed alſo to enter- 
tain modeſt and humble Thoughts of 

ourtelyes 
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ourſelves, charitable and favourable 
Thoughts of others, and to forgive the 
Offences of our Brethren againſt us, and 
make Allowance for their F railties and 
Weakneſſes, as being conſcious in how 
many Inſtances we ourſelves have of- 
fended, and need Forgiveneſs both 
from God and Man. It will be a meang 
likewiſe to keep our Conſciences ten- 
der, and preſerve us from Hardneſs of 
Heart, and Boldneſs in ſinning; and 
it would ſerve to make us ſenſible of 
the great Patience and long Suffering 
of God, who ſtill bears with us, not- 
withſtanding the many Sins and Pro- 
vocations we find ourſelves to be charge- 
able with, and daily lyable to; and in 
one Word, it will be a good Means to 
lead us to Repentance and Amend- 
ment of Life, and a continual Progreſs 
in Holineſs and Virtue; and excite us 
to a due Care and Sollicitude to pleaſe 


God, to obey him in all Things, and 


toapprove ourſelves in well-doing to his 


all ſeeing Eye. 
Here tollows a few Forms of Pray- 
er for the Uſe of thoſe who may need 


ſuch Helps. 


A Prayer 
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A Prayer for a Family on the Lord's 
| Day Morning. 


E humbly adore thee, O Lord, 

as the Creator, Preſerver, and 
Governor of the whole World, and 
celebrate the Praiſes of thine unerring 
Wiſdom, thy moſt perfect Goodneſs, 
and Almighty Power, which every 
where appear in all the Works of thine 
Hands, and the Diſpenſations of thy 
Providence towards all thy Creatures : 
Great and marvellous are thy Works, 
Lord God Almighty, juſt and true are 
thy Ways, O thou King of Saints; 
who ſhall not fear thee, O Lord, and 
glorify thy Name? For thou only art 
holy: All Nations ſhall come and wor- 
ſhip before thee; for thy Judgments 
are made manifeſt. Thou art great, 
and greatly to be praiſed, thy Greatneſs 
is unſearchable, and thine Underſtand- 
ing is infinite : All thy Works do praiſe 
thee, andit becomes thy Saints to bleſs 
thee, for thy Works are manifold, O 
Lord, in Wiſdom haſt thou made them 
all, and the Earth is every where full 
of thy Riches : thou art Good, and do- 
| : eſt 
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eſt Good, and art continually diſpenſing 
the Bleſſings of thy Goodneſs in ſuita- 
ble Proportions to all thy Creatures. 
We acknowledge with all Reverence 
and Humility our entire and conſtant 
Dependence on thee, and thankfully 
rejoice in thy Government over us, 
and in all the Bleſſings of thy Provi- 
dence, of which we have been daily 
partaking, ever ſince we came into the 
World; we have taſted and ſeen that 
thou art Good, we have had Expe- 
perience of thy Goodneſs in the Land 
of the Living? It is by thee we have 
been brought into the World, and 
hitherto ſupported and upheld, and it 
is to thee we are indebted for Life and 


Breath, and all Things; for our rational 


and moral Powers, and all the Facul- 
ties and Affections of our Nature, 
whereby we are capable of becoming 
like to thee, and rifing to high De- 
grees of Perfection and Happineſs in 
another State, | 
It is to thy free and undeſerved 
Goodneſs we owe all the Advantages 


we enjoy by the Goſpel Revelation 


which is ſo wiſely calculated to pro- 
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mote the true Happineſs of Man, and 


carry him forward to the proper Perfec- 
tion of his Nature; we rejoice in the 
Light of that holy Goſpel, and that we 
ſee the Way to be happy by the Doctrine 
and Example of thy beloved Son: We 
bleſs thee for that moſt gracious Cove- 
nant which thou hait eſtabliſh'd with us 
in his Blood, wherein are given to us 
great and precious Promiſes upon the 
moſt reaſonableandcondeſgending Terms; 
and the moſt effectual Helps and En- 
couragements to the Practice of Holineſs 
and Virtue, and a patient Continuance 
in well doing; theſe Things we cannot 
but eſteem as greater Bleſſings than 
Thouſands of Gold and Silver ; they are 
the Joy, Support and Satisfaction of our 
Hearts; Lord, let it be unto thy Ser- 
vants according to thy Word, and incline 
our Hearts to do thy V/ill. 

We praiſe thee alſo for the Reſurrecti- 
on of our bleſſed Lord from the Dead, 
whereby he was declared to be the Son 
of God with Power, we rejoice in his 
triumphant Aſcenſion on high, and Ex- 
altation at thy right Hand, Angels, 
Authorities and Powers being made 
ſubject to him: and we bleſs thee for the 
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coming of the Holy Ghoſt iu his miracu- 
lous Gitts and Powers ; for the Succeſs and 
Propagation of the Goivel, notwithſtand- 
ing the Oppolitioa it met with; and 
that in thy good Proyidence it hath reach- 
ed our Ears who dwell in theſe 
remote Parts of the Earth ; blefied be 


God that the Sound of this Goſpel is 


heard in our Land, and we walk in the 
Light of thy Countenance ; that we have 
the free Exerciſe of our Religion, and can 
aſſemble ourſelves together for thy Wor- 
ſhip and Service, and our Inſtruction in 
the Doctrines and Duties of Chriſtianity, 
on this thy holy Day, as oft as it returns. 
Diſpoſe our Minds, we beſeech thee, to 
a ſerious Attendance on the Duties of thy 
Worſhip, and let us not reſt in the Means 
without attaining the End, or in an exter- 
ternal Form of Godlineſs, without the 
Life and Power of it; but let our Prayers 
and Devotions be effectual to preſerve and 
cheriſh good Affections in our Hearts, 
and let the Truths we ſhall hear engage 
us to a farther Progreſs in all Holineſs and 
Virtue : And be thas- graciouſly preſent 
this Day in all thy Churches, let thy Bleſ- 
ſing and the Aids of thy Spirit go along 


with the Preaching of the Word, and all 
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the Miniſtrations of the Goſpel, and let 


much good bedone every where by thoſe - 


Means of Grace which thou haſt appoint- 
ed, that Sinners may be converted unto 
thee, and that Saints may be built up 
more and more in Faith and Holineſs. 
Thou haſt been graciouſly pleaſed to 
grant us a refreſhing Reſt to our frail 
Bodies, and bring us ſafely thro' the Dark- 
neſs of the Night to behold the Light of 
another Day; for which we 0 and 


bleſs thy holy Name; may it pleaſe thee 


to continue the Care of thy Providence 
over usthroughout this Day, and may we, 


and all in whom we are concern'd, be 


kept in Safety under the Shadow of thy 
Wings: Forgive us all our paſt Offences 
upon the Terms of thy Son's Goſpel; and 
let not our Iniquities ſeparate between us 
and our God; may our Hearts be right 
in thy Sight, ſincere and pure before thee, 
and ſtedfaſt in thy Covenant, and let us 
be graciouſly accepted in Tejus Chrijz thy 
Well-beloved, whoſe we arc, and whom 
we ſerve, and in whom we deſire ever to be 
found, living and dying. In the compre- 
henſive Words that he hath taught us, 
we continue to pray for ourſelves, and for 
all Mankind: Our Father who art in 
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Heaven; hallawed be thy Name; thy King- 
dom come; thy Will be done in Earth, asit1s17 
Heaven: Give us this Day, our daily Bread; 
forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we for give them 
that treſpaſs againſt us; and lead us not into 
Temptation, but deliver us from Evil. For 
thine is the Kingdom, the Power, and the 
Gary, for ever and ever. Amen. 


A Prayer fer a Fanuly on the Lord's Day 


Evening. 


OST gracious God, and merciful 
Father in Chr:/t Jeſus our Lord, 

we draw near to thee this Evening of thy 
holy Day, to renew our Praiſes and 
thankful Acknowledgments to thy divine 
Majeſty, for thy great Goodneſs to ns, 
and to all the Children of Men, on whom 
thou haſt beſtowed innumerable Favours 
and Bleſſings, out of thy free Bounty and 
Loving-Kindneſs: We are thine and not 
our own, thou haſt made us, and not we 
ourſelves, we are thy People and the 
Sheep of thy Paſture, we have been the 
Objects of thy fatherly Careand kind Pro- 
vidence ever ſince we came into the 
World: and we acknowledge with all 
Grat tude and Humility that Goodneſs 
and Me cy have followed us thro' the 


whole 
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whole Courſe of our Lives paſt even to 
this Day, and that from thy bountiful 
Hand we have received many Bleflings 
and Benefits which are exceeding great 
and valuable, of the leaſt of which, we 
confeſs, we are altogether unworthy : 


Forgive us, we beſcech thee, all the un- 
grateful and unworthy Returns we have 
made to thee for all thy Goodneſs, and 


may thy Patience and Forbearance lead 
us to a fincere Repentance, and engage 


our Hearts to the Love of thee our God 


above all Things, and to the conſtant 
Practice of Righteouſneſs and Virtue all 
the Days of our Lives. 

We bleſs thee that we can celebrate 


this Day which 1s ſet apart for the Pur- 


poſe of publick religious Worſhip and 
Inſtruction, as oft as It returns, and that 
we have been permitted to aſſemble our- 
ſelves together with our Chriſtian Bre- 
thren to worſhip thee the great Creatorand 


Governor of the World, in the Name of 


our common Redeemer Je Chri/t thy 
Son, and to receive ſome Inſtructions and 
Exhortations from thy holy Word, for 
our Improvement in all Holinela and 
Virtue : How amiable are thy Taberna- 
cles, O Lord of Hoſts? we eſteem a Day 
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in thy Courts better than a thouſand, and 
would rather be Door-keepers in the 
Houſe of our God than dwell in the 
Tents of Wickedneſs. | 
Give us Grace, we beſeech thee, to 
make a proper Improvement of what we 
have been hearing and doing, that we 
may be daily growing in Grace, and in | 
the Knowledge of Te/us Chri/t, and be 
fruitful in all the Works of Goodneſs, | 
and Righteouſneſs, and Truth, to thy | 
Glory and Praiſe, and the carrying for- 
ward our own Salvation and Happineſs. | 
Mercifully cverlook whatever thy pure | 
and holy Eyes have ſeen amiſs in our re- | 
ligious Performances, or in any Part of | 
our Conduct this Day, and accept of our | 
ſincere Endeavours to ſerve thee, and | 
glorify thy Name, however weak and im- | 
perfect they have been; and if any good 
| 
| 
| 


Impreſſions have been made upon our 
Minds, may they: abide with us, and have 
a proper Influence upon our Temper and 
Conduct: And let us be always poſſeſs d 
with ſuch a ſerious Senſe of thy Being 
and Perfections, of the Wiſdom and E- 
quity of thy Adminiſtration, of the Rea- 
{onableneſs and Excellency of Religion, 
and the Certainty of a future State of Re- 

wards 
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wards and Puniſhments, as may effectu— 
ally reſtrain us from every Thing that is 
Evil, and excite us to ſtudy above all 
Things to approve ourſelves to thee by 
the conſcientious Practice of every Thing 
that is good and acceptable in thy Sight, 
and may render us in ſome Mealure like 
to thee, the Standard and original of all 
Perfection, and fit for the glorious Socie- 
ty of the holy Angels, and the Spirits of 
the Juſt made perfect. 

Help us, O Lord, againſt our manifold 
Infirmities, and ſecure us againſt the 
Snares and Temptations to which we are 
expoſed ; let us be daily increaſing in all 
the Chriftian Virtues, and abounding in 
every good Word and Work, and let us 


be filled with that Wiſdom which is 


from above, that is pure and peaceable, 
gentle and eaſy to be intreated, full of 
Mercy and good Fruits, without Partia- 
lity, and without Hypocriſy. May we 
carefully endeavour to adorn that hol 

Religion we profeſs by a truly Chriſtian 


Temper and Conduct in all Things, and 


let us, (as becomes thine Elect, holy and 
beloved,) put on Bowels of Mercies, 
Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Meek- 
neſs, Long-ſuffering, Forbearing and 
| G 4 For- 
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Forgiving one another, as Chriſt for- 
giveth us: and let us, above all, put 
on that large and open and charitable 
Frame of Spirit, which is the moſt per- 
tet Bond of Chriſtian Union; May the 
Peace of God rule in our Hearts, and 
the Word of Chriſt dwell in us richly | in 
all Wiſdom, and whatſoever we do, 
whether in Word or in Deed, let us do 
all in the Name of the Lord Teſus ; 
giving Thanks always, for all Things, 
unto thee, even the Father, by him: Let 
us have no Fellowſhip with the unfruit- 
ful Works of Darkneſs, but rather re- 
prove them by the Purity of our Man- 
ners, and the Holineſs and Goodnels of 
our Liv es, and to that End let us walk 
circumſpely, wiſely and watchtully, 
redeeming the Time, and readily em- 
bracing all proper Opportunities of do- 
ing good, and improving our Minds in 
moral and ſpiritual Perfection; that fo 
paſſing thro' this World innocently and 
uſefully, we may in thy good Time finiſh 
our Courſe with Joy, and be admitted 
to partake of that Glory and Happineſs 
which thou haſt prepared for the ſaith- 
tul Diſciples of thy Son. 


And 


( 81) 
And Thou, O God, who art the Crea- 
tor and Preferver of all Men, we would 
humbly offer up our Prayers unto thee 
for all Sorts and Conditions of Men, 
that it may pleaſe thee to continue the 
Care of thy Government over the World 
which thou haſt made, and to diſpenſe 
the Bleſſings of thy Goodneſs to all Men 
in all Parts of the Earth; and particular- 
ly that it may pleaſe thee in thy good 
Time to communicate the Knowledge of 
the Chriſtian Religion in it's Truth and 
Purity unto all Nations, that the King- 
doms of the World may become the 
Kingdoms of thee the one true God, and 
of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt ; and there may 


be great Peace and Happineſs in all Lands 


by obeying the Laws of the Prince of 
Peace: Let every Thing be happily ta- 
ken out of the Way that is an Hind- 
rance to the Succeſs and Propagation of 
the Goſpel, let the Chriſtian Churches 
be purged of every Thing that offends, 
or tends to bring a Reproach on the 
Chriſtian Name; May the Truth as it is 
in Jeſus prevail every where, and be em- 
braced in the Love of it, and have a 
proper Influence on the Hearts and 
Lives of all who entertain and proſeſs it. 

Be 
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Be ſavourable to theſe Lands of Bri- 
tain and Ireland, wherein we dwell, 
and the Dominions thereto belonging ; 
continue to us, if it be thy Will, the En- 
Joyment of our civil and religious Liber- 
ties, with our publick Peace and Tran- 
quillity, and our healthful and fruitful 
Seaſons; and gan we ſhew our Grati- 


tude for theſe valuable Bleſſings by the 


Holineſs and Obedience of our Lives. 
Bleſs our King upon the Throne, and 
allthe Royal Family, protect them by thy 
Providence, guide them with thy holy 
Spirit, and may they be ſhining Exam- 
ples of Piety and Virtue to all about 
them: Direct all who are in Authority 
under the King, and over us, may they 


rule in thy Fear, as knowing they muſt 


give an Account, and grant that we thy 
People and all the Inhabitants of theſe 
Lands, may under the Shadow of civil 
Authority, lead peaceable and quiet 
Lives in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. Give 
Succeſs to the Labours of all who preach 
the Goſpel of thy Son in it's Truth and 
Simplicity, and may pure and undefiled 
Religion and the Power of Godlineſs 
flouriſh and prevail in all the Churches, 
and be viſible in the Lives and Converſa- 
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tions of Chriſtians. Have Mercy upon 
thoſe who labour under any Kind of At- 
fliction, Trouble, or Diſtreſs, whether in 
Mind, Body, or outward Circumſtances, 
and do them good as their various Caſes 
and Neceſſities may require; bleſs our 
Friends and Relations; requite the Kind- 
neſs of our Benefactors; and if we have 
any Enemies, Father forgive them : Be 
gracious to us of this Family, may weall 
be dutiful and faithful to one another, ac- 
cording to the Relations we are in; [may 
thoſe who are young remember their Cre- 


ator in the Days of their Youth] and 


may it pleaſe tliee to continue Health and 
Peace among us, and to encompaſs us 

with thy Favour as with a Shield. 
And now, O Lord, we thank thee for 
the Protection of thy Providence over 
us throughout this Day, and that by thy 
good Hand upon us we are ſafely brought 
to the Concluſion of it; impute not tous 
any of the Failings or Infirmities of the 
Day, and if thou haſt ſeen Sincerity in 
our Hearts, accept of us graciouſly in 
Teſus Chriſt ; take us and all in whom 
we are concerned, into thy Care- and 
Keeping throughout the Night, and bring 
us in Safety, if it be thy Will, to the 
Ss Light 
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Light and Comforts of another Day, fit- 
ted and diſpoſed for the Duties and E- 
vents of it. Theſe our Prayers and Sup- 
plications we humbly preſent to thy di- 
vine Majeſty in the Name and as the 
Diſciples of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, and in the comprehenſive Words 
which he hath taught us, we ſum up all 
our Requeſts both for ourſelves and 
others: Onur Father who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name, may thy King- 
dom come; and thy Will be done, in 
Earth, as it is in Heaven: Give us 
Day by Day our daily Bread ; forgive 
us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them 
that treſpaſs againſt us: And lead us 
not into Temptation, but deliver us from 
Evil; for thine is the Kingdom, the 
Power and the Glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


i APrayer & a Family on any other Day 


of the Week, and which may ſerve 
either for Morning or Evening. 


O Lord God Almighty the Maker, 
Preſerver and Governor of the 
whole World, on whom we, and all Crea- 
tures, continually depend, and to whom 
we 


_ 
we are ſubject and accountable ; we ac- 
knowledge and adore thee as our Lord, 
our Lawgiver, and our Judge, and our 
moſt gracious and mercitul Father in 


Chriſt Jeſus thy Son: We. come unto 


thee in his Name, believing that thou art, 
and art the Rewarder of them who di- 
ligently ſeek thee: We preſent ourſelves 
before theein thankiul Acknowledgment 
of thy Goodneſs to us, and to all thy 
Creatures, to. worſhip thy divine Majeſ- 
ty with Reverence and goldly Fear, and 
by Prayer and Supplication with Thank(- 
giving to offer up our Requeſts unto 
thee, who art the Hearer of Prayer, able 
and willing to help us. 

We. are all of us thy Creatures, whom 
thou haſt formed after thine own Image, 
and made capable of knowing thee from 
whom we come and the Relations we 
ſtand in to thee as our moral Governor 


and Judge, and to the Reſt of Mankind 


as Members with us of the ſame Com- 
munity, and Fellow Subjects of thy mo- 
ral Kingdom, and capable of knowin 

the ſeveral Duties which ariſe out of theſe 
Relations; we bleſs and praiſe thee, O 
Lord, tor this honourable Rank thou haſt 
given us in the Order of thy Creation; 


thou 


. N 7 i I. a» 
e eye en men b — 


* rr — 


6860 


of the Field, and made us wiſer than the 
Fowls of Heaven, thou haſt put a Spirit 
in Man, aud the Inſpiration of the Al- 
mighty hath given him Underſtanding, 
O! that we may live ſuitably to this Dig- 
nity of our Nature, and as becomes mo- 
ral Agents created in the Image of God, 
formed for Religion and Virtue, endow'd 
with ſocial as well as private Affections, 
and made to be happy in the Exerciſe of 
them. 

It becomes us likewiſetobleſs thee and 
celebrate thy Praiſes for the farther Ad- 
vantages we enjoy by the Goſpel of thy 
Son F los Chriſt, whereby immortal 
Lite and Happineſs 1s fet in a clearer 
Light than ever it was belore, the Stin 
of Death is removed, and the Kingdom 
of Heaven 1s opened to all who truly be- 
lieve, and ſincerely obey his Goſpel : Blef- 
ſed be that good Providence which hath 
ordered our Lot, and determined the 
Bounds of our Habitation in a Land of 
Light and Viſion, and that from our ear- 
ly Years we have been trained up in tlie 
Knowledge of thee, the only true God, 


thou haſt taught us more than the Beaſts 


and of him whom thou haſt ſent to be 
our 


— 
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dur Saviour, even Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, 
whom to know 1s Lite eternal. | 
Me confeſs, O Lord, we are poor ſin- 
ful Creatures, who have in many In- 
ſtances departed from thy Command- 
ments, and wandered in crooked Paths, 
diſhonouring to our holy Religion, and 
tending to provoke thy juſt Wrath and 
Diſpleaſure againſt us; we have done 
thoſe Things which we ought not to have 
done, and we have neglected, or care- 
lefly performed, the Things which we 
ought to have done, and have not made 
that Progreſs in Holineſs and Virtue 
which might reaſonably have been ex- 
pected from us, who have enjoyed ſuch 
Advantages and Means of Improvement 
in moral and ſpiritual Perfection; if 
thou, Lord, ſhouldſt be extreme to mark 
what we have done amiſs, there is not 
one of us could ſtand before thee, and 
we have no other Hope or Confidence 
but in thy Mercy and Goodneſs which 
thou haſt declared unto Mankind in 
Chriſt Feſus thy Son; by him thou haſt 
invited and encouraged Sinners to Re- 
pentance, and upon his Blood thou haſt 
eſtabliſhed with us a moſt gracious Co- 
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venant of Pardon and Acceptance upon 
the molt merciful and condeſcending 
Terms; which our Conſciences cannot 
but approve of as worthy of thee to re- 
quire, and fit for us to comply with ; 
incline our Hearts, we beſeech thee, to a 
| ſincere Compliance with them, that we 
may truly repent of our Sins and for- 
ſake them, and denying all Ungodlineſs 
and worldly Luſts, may live ſoberly, 
righteouſly and godlily, in this preſent 
World. 

We know and believe that Jeſus Chri/t 
is a Teacher ſent of thee, and that no 
Man ever ſpake as he did, or taught the 
true Religion in that Perfection that he 
has done, or led ſuch a pure, holy, and 
uſeful Life, as he did; grant then, O 


Lord, we beſeech thee, that we may o- 


bey from the Heart the Doctrine he hath 
taught us, that we may carefully imitate 
the Example he hath leſt us, and culti- 
vate in ourſelves the ſame Mind, the 
ſame Temper and Spirit that was in 
him. 


And that our Lives may be an Orna- 


ment to our Chriſtian Profeſſion, and 
anſwer the great and good Deſign pro- 


poſed by the Goſpel, grant that whatſo- 
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ever Things are true and ſincere, what- 
ſoever Things are comely and venerable, 
whatſoever Things are juſt and equita- 
ble, whatſoever Things are pure and 
chaſte, whatſoever Things are lovely 
and reputable, whatſoever Things are 
really virtuous and Praiſe-worthy, we 
may think of theſe Things, and hold 
them in high Eſtcem, and zealouſly ſtu- 
dy to practiſe them; and may the very 
God of Peace ſanctify us wholly, and we 
pray God that our whole Spirit and 
Soul, and Body, may be preſerved blame- 
leſs unto the com ig of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. Eve: 

We thine unworthy Servants would 
likewiſe humbly intercede with thee, the 
tender Parent of the Univerſe, in Behalf 
of all Mankind, whereſoever they dwell 
on the Face of the Earth, knowing that 
it is good and acceptable in thy Sight, 
that we ſhould expreſs before thee our 
Love and good Will to all Men, and our 
- Defire of their Happineſs : We commend 
them all unto thee, and to the Care of 
thy Providence; continue to do them 
good, giving Rain from Heaven and 
truittul Seaſons, filling their Hearts with 
Food and Gladneſs; eſpecially we pray 
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that the Goſpel of our great Redeemer 
may have free Courſe, and be glority'd 
thro' the whole World, and that all the 
Inhabitants of the Earth may come to 
the Knowledge of the true Religion, and 
be guided to the Way of Peace and Hap- 
pineſs, and walk in it: Reform whatever 
is amiſs in the Chriſtian Churches, eith- 
er in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, or 
moral Conduct; purge them from the 
Corruptions and Abuſes that have been 
introduced into them, and let the State 
of Religion which was eſtabliſhed in thy 
Wiſdom by Jeſus Chriſt, be reſtored to 
its original Purity and Simplicity, that 
the Power and Efficacy of it may no 
longer be weakened and loſt thro' the 
groſs Mixtures of Idolatry, Superſtition, 
or Enthuſiaſm, or the Commandments of 
God rendered of no Effect by the Tra- 
ditions and Ordinances of Men. 

Be favourable to theſe Lands of our 
Nativity, preſerve Peace within our 
Borders, abundantly bleſs our Proviſions, 
let our Poor be fatisfy'd with Bread, and 
may we all rejoice in thy Goodneſs with 
thankful Hearts; continue among us the 
Light of thy glorious Goſpel, with all 
our valuable Privileges and Liberties ener 
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civil and religious: Bleſs thoſe who are 


ſet in Authority over us in civil Affairs, 
guide them in their Adminiſtration, and 


may they rule in thy Fear, and be thy 


Miniſters to us for good : Extend thy 
Pity and Compaſſion to thoſe who labour 
under any Kind of Affliction, and make 
all Things work together for their good ; 
awaken ſecure and careleſs Sinners, that 
they may think on their Ways, and turn 
themſelves unto thee and to the Practice 
of Righteouſneſs, before it be too late; 
raiſe up them that are fallen, ſtrengthen 
them that are weak: comfort thoſe who are 
melancholly, reſtore to the Exerciſe of Rea- 
ſon ſuch as are in any Meaſure deprived 
of it; and do good unto all as their va- 
rious Caſes and Neceſſities may require. 


For the Morning. 
ND now we bleſs 


for the watchful Care 
of thy Providence o- 
ver us thro' the Dark- 
neſs of the Night, and 
that after a refreſhing 
Reſt we are brought 
in Safety to ſee the 
Light, and enjoy the 

| Comforts 


thee, O Lord, | 


| For the Evening. 


ND now we 
thank thee, O 
Lord for the kind Pro- 
tection of thy Provi- 
dence over us thro? 
the paſt Day, and that 
by thy good Hand 
upon us, we are ſafely 
brought to the Con- 
cluſion of it; graci- 
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Comforts of another | 
Day ; continue thy 
Protection over us 
throughout the enſu- 
ing Day, defend 'us 
from the Dangers to 
which we may be ex- 
expoſed, ſecure us a- 

ainſt the Snares and 
1 of an e- 
vil World, keep us in 
in thy Fear continu- 
ally, and may we hve 
under -an habitual 
Senſe of thy Preſence 
and Providence; di- 
rect us in all our 
Ways, perfect what 
concerns us, and make 
all Things, whether 
proſperous or adverſe, 
work together for our 
. 


would humbly 


ouſly over- look what - 
ever thou haſt ſeen a- 
miſs in any Part of 
our Conduct, and ac- 
cept of our ſincere, 
tho' weak Endeavours 
to ſerve thee, in the 
Duties of Piety and 
Virtue, and to ap- 
prove ourſelves to thee 
in well doing 
com- 
mit ourſelves, and all 
in whom we ſare con- 


cern'd, to thy conti- 


nued Protection, and 
Care throꝰ the enſuing 
Night, praying that 
after a moderate and 
refreſning Sleep, we 
may awake the follow- 
ing Morning with re— 


newed Health and Vi- 
gour, to purſue the 


Work and Buſineſs of 
the ſeveral Stations in 


{which thou haſt pla- 


ced us, that we ma 
anſwer the wiſe Pur- 
poles of our Creatiol., 
by doing good while 
we ſojourn in theſe 


Bodies, and by pre- 
paring 


We 
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For the Evening. 
paring our Minds for 
higher and nobler em- 
ployments hereafter in 


a future and better 
| State. 


Mercifully pardon all our paſt Offen- 
ces, upon the Terms of thy Son's Goſ- 
pel, and let not our Sins ſeparate between 
us and our God, or provoke thee to reject 
our Prayers and Services; help us againſt 
our Infirmities, and eſpecially the Sins that 
molt eaſily beſet us; and let us be daily at- 
taining to farther and higher Degrees of 
all Holineſs and Virtue, and advancing 
towards the true Perfection and Happi- 
neſs of our Nature, till it ſhall pleaſe thee 
to call us up to the full and compleat En- 
joyment of it in that State which thou haſt 
prepared for the Righteous; into which 
we beſeech thee, to bring us, and all thy 
faithful Servants, in thy good Time, for 
thy Mercies Sake in Jeſus Chri/t our bleſ- 
ſed and only Mediator, in whoſe com- 
prehenſive Words we ſum up all our Re- 
queſts both for ourſelves and others. Our 
Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy 
Neme ; thy Kingdom come ; thy Will be done 
in Earth, as it is in Heaven; give us Day 


by 
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Day onr daily Bread; forgive us our Treſ- 
paſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt 
s; and lead us not into Temptation, but 
deltver us from Evil; for thine is the King- 
dom, and the Power, and the Glory, jor 
ever and ever. Amen. 


A Prayer for the Uſe of a Family on 
Saturday Evening. 


OST glorious and ever bleſſed 
God, thou art the Former of all 


Things, the Lord of Hoſts is thy Name, 


who art wonderful in Counſel, andexcel- 
lent in Working; thou art the Stay and 
Support of the whole Creation, and a 
ſtrong Tower of Defence to all thoſe who 
put their Truſt in thee, and keep thy 
Ways: Thou art our Life and the Length 
of our Days, our Times are in thy Hand; 
our Dependance is entirely on thee, and 
we are in all Things ſubject to thy Diſ- 
poſal ; bleſſed be thou who humbleſt thy- 
ſelf to take a Care of thy Creatures; it is 
our Happineſs, and we rejoice in it, that 
thou art the Ruler of the World, and 


that we are under the Government of 


the moſt perfect Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
in Conjunction with infinite Power; we 


would truſt in thee atall Times, and pour 
torth 
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forth our Hearts before thee, we would 
| rejoice in the Lord, and joy in the God 
of our Salvation. 

We thank thee for thy Goodneſs and 
Loving- kindneſs to us and to all the Chil- 
dren of Men; we bleſs thee for our Crea- 
tion and Preſervation, and all the Com- 
forts and Conveniencies of this Life, 
which thro' thy good Providence we en- 
joy; but above all we bleſs thee for thine 
ineſtimable Love in the-Redemption of 
the World by thy Son, Jeſus Chriſt, our 
Lord, for the Means of Grace, and the - 
Hope of Glory, and all the Privileges and 
and Advantages we enjoy by the Chriſti- 
an Revelation. 

We acknowledge, O Lord, with 
Shame and Confuſion of Face, that we 
have not rendered unto thee according to 
the Benefits which thou haſt beſtowed 
upon us, nor made that Improvement of 
our Goſpel Privileges that we might and 
ought to have done; we have finned a- 
gainſt thee, and broken thy holy and 
righteous Laws, Times and Ways with- 
out Number, and if thou, Lord, ſhould 
mark our Iniquities, we could not any of 
us ſtand before thee ; but in an humble 
and penitent Senſe of our Sins, we draw 
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near to thee in the Name of thy beloved 


Son, and according to the Tenor of that 
Covenant thou haſteſtabliſh'd with us on 


his Blood, we earneſtly beſeech thee to 


forgive us our Sins, and to cleanſe us 
from all Unrighteouſneſs; and grant, O 
Lord, that we may hereafter walk in 
Newneſs of Life, bringing forth the 
ſuitable Fruits of Repentance, and ſtudy- 
ing to abound in Holineſs and Virtue, and 
all good Works. 

We thank thee for thy Patience with 


us, and that we are ſtill ſpared, and have 


Time and Opportunity to work out our 
Salvation: We thank thee for all the paſt 
Mercies of our Lives, and particularly 
for thoſe of this paſt Week which is now 
about to End; graciouſly pardon and 
Overlook whatever we may have done or 
omitted contrary to thy holy Laws; and 
give us Grace to employ the approach- 
ing Week, and all the remaining Weeks 
and Days that may be allotted to us in 
this World, to the true Ends and Pur- 


poſes of Life, that we may all of us, in 


our ſeveral Places and Stations, and ac- 
cording to our Abilities, Capacities, and 
Opportunities, glorify thee our great 
Creator and Governor, do good to Men, 

who 
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who are made in thine Image, and per- 
fect our own Minds more and more in all 
moral Excellence. 

Grant us this Night, if it be thy Will, 
2 quiet refreſhing Reſt to our frail Bo- 
dies, and raiſe us up the enſuing Morn- 


ing with renewed Health and Strength, 


and in a ſuitable Frame and Temper of 
Mind for the Duties and Services of the 
Day ; and as the Morrow is the Day of 
Reſt, ſet apart for the publick Exerciſes 
of religious Worſhip and Inſtruction, let 
not any of us forſake the aſlembling our- 


ſelves together with our Chriſtian Bre- 


thren for that wiſe and good End; but 
let us with joyful and thankful Hearts, 
and with a true, fervent, and religious 
Zeal, repair to thy Houſe of Prayer, to 


celebrate publickly with all the Chriſti- 


an Church, the Worſhip which is due 
to thee from all who know how great 
and good, and excellent thou art, prepare 
our Hearts to pray, and thine Ear to hear, 
and let our Minds be pure and holy, 


humble and penitent, reſigned and de- 


vout, upright and ſincere before thee ; 


filled with Love to thee, to the bleſſed 


Jeſus and to all the Saints, to one another, 
| and 
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and to all Men, and with the Fruits of 
the Spirit in all Righteouſneſs and Good- 
neſs and Truth, that we may be meet 
Temples for the Holy Ghoſt to dwell in, 
and fitted to offer up ſpiritual Sacrifices 
that may be acceptable to thee by our 
Lord Jeſus Chri/t. 

Grant, O Lord, that on this thy holy 
Day that is approaching, we may not 
only abſtain from worldly Buſineſs, but 
may ſanctify it by the Exerciſes of Pie- 
ty, by Prayers and Supplications with 
Thankſpiving, by hearing and reading 
thy holy Word, ſerious Meditation upon 
it, by Self-examination, and by the 
Works of Charity and Mercy: And may 
it pleaſe thee to give Grace to the Miniſ- 
ters of thy Goſpel, the Paſtors and Teach- 
ers of thy Churches, that they may diſ- 
charge the Duties of their Office with 
Care and Fidelity, and do thou accompa- 


ny their Labours with thy Blefling, 


which alone giveth Serre and may 


our Lives in this World be a conſtant 
Preparation for that eternal Reſt which 
re maineth for thy faithful People in Hea- 
ven above, when we ſhall be ever with 


the Lord, beholding his Glory, and par- 
taking 
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taking of it . And now, O our God and 
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heavenly Father, we humbly pray that 
thy Name may be hallowed and glorify'd 
thro' the whole World, that thy King- 
dom may come, and thy Goſpel be pro- 
pagated unto all Nations; and that thy 
bleſſed and holy Will may be done, and 
thy wiſe and righteous Laws obſerved 
and obeyed, every where, by Men here 
upon the Earth, even as by the celeſtial 
Inhabitants in Heaven ; give us Day by 
Day our daily Bread, ang ſuch a Portt- 
on of the Neceſſaries and Conveniencies 
of Life, ſuch a Meaſure of Health, and 


other temporal Mercies, as in thy Wiſ- 


dom thou knoweſt to be beſt and moſt 
expedient for us; and let us enjoy thy 
Bleſſing with all, which alone maketh 
rich: Forgive us all our Sins, our Treſ- 
paſſes and Offences againſt thy holy 
Laws, for thy Mercy's Sake in Teſus 
Chri/t, even as we do ſincerely and from 
the Heart forgive all thoſe who treſpaſs 
and offend againſt us: And lead us not 
into Temptation, but deliver us from 
Evil, be pleaſed in the Courſe of thy 
Providence either to keep us from being 


* In this Paragraph there are a few Sentences taken from a 
Prayer of Mr. Ofterva/d in the Liturgy which he compoſed for the 
Church of Neuſchatel, with ſome Variations, 
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tempted to fin; or ſupport and deliver us 
when we are tempted ; and let us be 
happily delivered from every evil Way 
and Work, and preſerved to thy heaven- 
ly Kingdom, thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
and by the Conduct of the holy Spirit of 
Grace ; for thine is the Kingdom which 
we pray may come; thine is the 
Power whereby thou art able to anſwer 
our Requeſts, and do for us exceeding 
abundantly above what we can aſk or 
think; and thine is, and ever -will be, 
the Glory of thy amiable Perfections, 
and of thy wiſe and righteous: Adminif- 
tration, from Angels and Men, thro' 
ever aſting Ages, Amen. Amen. 


A Prayer for a Perſon in private onthe 
I Lord's Day Morning. 


"N Reat and glorious Lord God, the 
J Creator of Heaven and Earth, and 
of all Things that are therein ; the wiſe 
and righteous Governor of the World, 
and the impartial and merciful Judge of 
Angels and Men; I draw near to thee 
in the Name of thy beloved Son, to of- 
fer up my Morning Sacrifice, in thankful 
Acknowledgment of thy great Goodneſs 
: | to 
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to me, and all thy Creatures, and in an 
humble Senſe of my Dependance upon 
thee, and my Subjection to thy Govern- 
ment, in which I have reaſon moſt 
heactily to rejoice. 

Unto thee is juſtly due from me, and 
from every intelligent and moral Crea- 
ture, the moſt humble Tribute of Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving, Adoration and Obe- 
dience, for thou haſt created all Things, 
and from thy Goodneſs it is that they 
are, and were created; and worthy is 
the Lamb that was lain to receive Power, 
and Riches, and Wiſdom and Strength, 
and Honour, and Glory, and Bleſling, 
for he hath redeemed us from our Sins 
with his moſt precious Blood, and made 

us Kings and Prieſts unto thee even the 
Father; Bleſſing and Honour, and Glo- 
ry, and Power, be unto thee Who ſitteſt 
on the Throne, and unto the Lamb for 
ever and ever. 

I praiſe thee, O my God, I acknow- 
ledge thee to be the Lord ; the whole 
— doth glorify thee, the Father 
everlaſting; all thy Works do praiſe 
thee, and t becomes thy Saints to bleſs 
thee ; for thy Works are manifold, O 
Lord, in Wiſdom haſt thou made them 
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all; the Earth alſo is full of thy Riches, 
and thou art daily diſpenſing the Bleſſings 
of thy Goodneſs to all thy Creatures, 
I am thine, O Lord, and not my own, 
thou haſt made me, and not I myſelf; I 


am thy Creature and thy Servant, a Sub- 


ject of thy moral Kingdom, and a Diſci- 
ple of thy Son Jeſus Chrift, and it be- 
comes me to worthipand bow down, and 
kneel before the Lord my Maker. Bleſ- 
ſed be thou, O Lord, who haſt formed 
me after thine own Image, who haft 
made me a rational and moral Agent, 


capable of knowing and imitating thee, 


and of enjoying the Communications of 
thy Favour; as by thee I have been 
brought into the World, fo by thee have 
I been upheld from the Womb till now, 
and have been the Charge of thy Pro- 
vidence ever ſince J was born; and I ac- 
knowledge with all Gratitude that Good- 
neſs and Mercy have follow'd me all my 
Life paſt even to this Day, and that from 
thy bountiful Hand I have received Bleſ- 
ſings and Advantages that are very great 
and many, of the leaſt of which, I con- 
feſs, I am altogether unworthy : I thank 
thee particularly for that Meaſure of 
Health I enjoy, and the kind Deliveran- 
ces 
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ces thou haſt graciouſly vouchſafed me 
from Evils and Dangers to which I have 
been expoſed, and Sickneſſes with which 

I have 3 ſometimes afflicted; I bleſs 
thee that I have Food to eat, and Rai- 
ment to put on, and a quiet and ſafe Ha- 
bitation to dwell in; and I praiſe thee 
for the Exerciſe of my rational and moral 
Powers, and the Uſe of my Senſes conti- 
nued with me, and for all the Mercies 
that are in my Lot, which I acknowledge 
to be paſt my reckoning. But it be- 
comes me in a more peculiar Manner to 
bleſs thee and celebrate thy Praiſes for 
thy great Goodneſs in ſending thy Son in- 
to the World for the Salvation and Re- 
demption of Mankind, who was deliver- 
ed for our Offences, and raiſed again for 
our Juſtification, „ | 

thank thee, O my heavenly Father, 
for that moſt gracious Covenant thou haſt 
eſtabliſhed with us in his Blood, where- 
in the.Pardon of our Sins, and our Ac- 
ceptance with thee to eternal Life are 
promiſed upon the reaſonable and con- 


deſcending Terms of ſubmitting to him 


by Faith and Repentance, and a ſincere 
Obedience for the future; and the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of thy holy Spirit is offered to all 
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who afk it from thee, to fortify us againſt 
the Temptations to which we are expoſ- 
ed, and enable us to do thy Will with 
Delight and Chearfulneſs, and to perſe- 
vere in a Courſe of Virtue and holy O- 
bedience to the End of our Lives; I 
thank thee for theſe great and precious 
Promiſes ſealed to us with the Blood of 
thy Son, and farther confirmed by his 
Reſurrection from the Dead, and the 
Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, and for all the 
other Privileges and Advantages I enjoy 
by the Goſpel Revelation; may I ſtudy 


to make a proper Improvement of them 


by a continual Progreſs in Holineſs, and 
in all ſpiritual and moral Perfection. 
I thank thee particularly for the Reſt 
and Refreſhment of this laſt Night, and 
that by thy good Providence I am 
brought in Safety to the Beginning of 
this Day, let my Mind be duly diſpoſed 
for the Duties and Services of it, that I 
may attend on them with Seriouſneſs and 
Reverence; forgive me all my paſt Of- 
fences upon the Terms of the Goſpel, 
and let there be no Cloud of.Guilt to ſe- 
parate between me. and my God, nor 
any prevailing Iniquity or Corruption in 
my Heart to hinder the Acceptance of 
11 my 
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my-religious Services; and when I ſhall 
be aſſembled with my Chriſtian Brethren 


to celebrate thy Worſhip, and hear the 


Inſtructions of thy Word, be thou gra- 
ciouſly preſent with us, and may thy 
good Spirit help our Infirmities, and at- 
fift us in our Devotions. | 

| Preſerve me, O Lord, I beſeech thee, 
from a careleſs, wandering, and inatten- 
tive Mind; let not the Cares of this 
World, or the Love of Riches, or the 
Pleaſures of Life, or the Luſts of other 
Things entering into my Heart, diſtract 
my Thoughts; and diſturb my Devoti- 
on, or choak the Word, and hinder my 
profiting; but help me to compoſe my 
Thoughts, and fix my Attention, that 
with a pure and upright Heart, and a 


ſerious attentive Mind I may hear the In- 


ſtructions of Wiſdom, and offer up my 
Prayers and Supplications with Thankſ- 
giving unto thee who art the Hearer of 
Prayer, to whom all Fleſh fhould come. 

Theſe Things I humbly requeſt of 
thee, O Lord, for thy Goodnefs Sake in 
| Feſus Chriſt the Son of thy Love, who 
was dead, and is alive, and lives for ever- 
more, in whoſe comprehenſive Words I 
farther call upon thee, O my Father who 
itt art 
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art in Heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy Kingdom come, thy Will be done in 
Earth, as it is in Heaven; give me this 
Day my daily Bread, forgive me my 
Treſpaſſes, as I forgive them that treſ- 
paſs againſt me, and lead me not into 
Temptation, but deliver me from Evil, 
for thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, 
and the Glory, for ever and ever. Amen, 


A Prayer for a Perſon in_private on the 
Evening of the Lord's Day. 


Adore thee, O Lord, as the Author 

of my Being, the Preſerver of my 
Life, and the Fountain of all the Mer- 
cies I enjoy, to whoſe Goodneſs I am in- 
debted for all that I am and have, and 
upon whom are founded all my future 
Hopes and Expectations both for Time 
and Eternity: I thank thee for the valua- 
ble Privileges and Advantages I enjoy as 
I am a rational and_ moral Agent, and a 
Diſciple of thy Son Jeſus Chri/?, and I be- 
ſeech thee to enable me by thy Grace to 
form the Temper of my Mind, and order 
the Courſe of my Converſation in this 
World, as becomes. the Dignity of my 
rational and moral Nature, and my holy 
| DE Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Profeſſion, and as becomes one 
who entertains the bleſſed Hope of eter- 
nal Life. 
TI humbly and thankfully adore that 
good Providence that hath ordered my 
Lot, and determined the Bounds of my 
Habitation in a Land of Light, Knowledge, 
and Liberty; that from my early Years 
J have been inſtructed in the Principles 
of true Religion, and the Rules of Piety 
and Virtue, and have the moſt powerful 
Motives to Obedience ſet before me, and 
the greateſt Helps and Encouragements 
given me to lead me to the Practice of 
Holineſs here, and the Enjoyment of the 
higheſt Happineſs my Nature is capable 
of hereafter; and particularly I thank 
thee for the Opportunities I enjoy of aſ- 
ſembling with my Chriſtian Brethren for 
publick Worſhip and Inſtruction on the 
Day that is ſet apart for that Purpoſe as 
oft as it returns. 

I thank thee that J have been permitted 
this Day to attend upon the publick Inſti- 
tutions of Religion, and to join with my 
Chriſtian Brethren in calling upon thy 
holy Name, in ſhewing forth thy moſt 
worthy Praiſe, in giving Thanks for the 
great Bleſſings and Benefits we have re- 

ccived 
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ceived. from thy bountiful Hand, in aſk- 
ing from thee thoſe Things that are ne- 
ceſſary and requiſite as well for the Body 
as the Soul, in offering up my Interceſ- 
tions for all Men, and in hearing the In- 
ſtructions of thy holy Word; follow 
with thy Bleſſing, I beſeech thee, the 
Work and Service I have been employed 
in; may the Prayers and Supplications, 
Interceſſions and Thankſgivings which 
have been preſented to thee this Day in 
the Name of our great and worthy Me- 
diator the Lord Teſus Chrift, come up as 
a Memorial before thee, and obtain a fa- 
vourable Acceptance and an Anſwer of 
Peace; May the Inſtructions and Ex- 
hortations which T have been hearing 
from thy Word be carried Home to my 
Conſcience, and fink into my Heart, and 
if any good Impreſſions have been made 


upon my Mind, may they abide with 


me, and have a proper Effect upon my 


Temper and Conduct: Pardon the Cold- 
neſs and Imperfection of my Devotions, 
and whatever has been amiſs in my Per- 
formance of religious Duties, and if thou 


haſt ſeen Sincerity in my Heart, let me 


be drachen ene in Jeſus Chriſt. 
As 
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As a Member of the great Communi- 
ty of Mankind in general, and of the 
Church of Chriſt in Particular, I would 
humbly renew my Addreſſes unto thee 
the God and Father of all, on Behalf of 
all Men dwelling on the Face of the Earth, 
that it may pleaſe thee to continue the 
Care of thy Providence over them, and to 
diſpenſe the Bleflings of thy Goodneſs to 
them, giving Rain from Heaven and 
fruitful Seaſons, filling their Hearts with 
Food and Gladneſs : But eſpecially I pray 
that thou wouldſt make thy Ways 

known upon the Earth, and thy ſaving 
Health among all Nations; let Fewsand 
Geutiles be brought to the Obedience of 
the Faith, let pure and uncorrupted 
© Chriſtianity obtain over the whole World, 
and great Peace and Happineſs be in all 
Lands by obeying the Laws of the Prince 
of Peace Chri/t Feſus; and may all who 
profeſs and call themſelves Chriſtians de- 
part from all Iniquity and Idolatry, and 
live ſuitably to their holy Profeſſion, 
endeavouring to abound in every good 
Word and Work, whereby they may 
glorify God, do good to Men, and per- 
fect themſelves more and more in all 

Holineſs and Virtue. 
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I would likewiſe humbly pray for the 
Welfare and Proſperity of theſe Lands of 
Britain and Ireland, and the Dominions 
thereto belonging, that it may pleaſe 
thee to continue to us the Enjoyment of 
all our valuable Privileges and Liberties 
both civil and religious, together with 
our publick Peace and Tranquillity, and 
our Healthful and fruitful Seaſons; par- 
don the many Sins which abound too 
much among us, and may thy Patience 
and Forbearance, and the many Deliver- 
ances which in Times paſt thou haſt 
worked for us, lead us all to a true and 
unfeigned Repentance, that Iniquity may 
not be our Ruin, or deprive us of che 
Continuance of thy favour and Protection. 

May it pleaſe thee to bleſs our King 
upon the Throne, and all the Branches 


of the Royal Family, with all our inferi- 


or Rulers and Magiſtrates, and all Or- 
ders and Degrees of Perſons amongſt us; 
and may all and every one, in their ſeve- 
ral Places and Stations, ſtudy to promote 
the Honour and Intereſt of true Religi- 
on, and the Peace and Happineſs of theſe 
Lands, that under the Shadow of civil 


Authority, we may lead quiet and peace- 


able Lives in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 
a | | May 
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May it pleaſe thee to bleſs the Labours 
of thoſe who preach the Goſpel of thy 
Son in it's Truth and Simplicity, 'and may 
the good Effects thereof be viſible in the 
Lives and Converſations of Chriſtians ; 
let Sinners be converted from the Error 
of their Ways, and brought into the 
Paths of Truth and Righteouſneſs, and 
may thoſe who are already in a State of 
Holineſs and Virtue, be encouraged and 
perſuaded to perſevere and abound 
therein. 

I would humbly commend to thy 
fatherly Mercies and tender Compaſſions 
all ſuch as labour under any Kind of 
Trouble or Diſtreſs, may their Afflictions 
redound to their Profit, and may they be 
ſupported under them, and in thy good 
Time happily delivered out of them; 
particularly I beſeech thee to pity thoſe 
who ſuffer for Righteouſneſs Sake, and 
are perſecuted on Account of Religion, 
and Conſcience towards God, Lord pro- 
portion their Strength to their Trials, 
and let thy Grace be ſufficient for them ; 
and do thou, in thy own Time, and in 
that Seaſon which thou knoweſt to be 
beſt and fitteſt, put an end to all Oppreſ- 
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ſion and Perſecution for Conſcience Sake, 
that there may be no hurting nor de- 
ſtroying in all thy holy Mountain. 

May thy Bleſſing reſt upon this Fami- 
ly to which I belong, enrich us all with 
ſpiritual Bleſſings in heavenly Things in 
Chriſt Jeſus, and with ſuch a Portion of 
temporal Bleſſings as thou knoweſt to be 
moſt expedient for us. 

T thank thee that by thy good Provi- 
dence I am brought to the Concluſion of 
this Day in Peace and Safety, Lord im- 
pute not to me wherein I have failed and 
come ſhort in the Performance of my 
Duty, and let me be accepted in the Be- 
loved, upon the Terms of his Goſpel, 
and find favour in thy Sight. 5 

Keep me in the Shadow of thy Wings 
thro' ihe enſuing Night, grant me a re- 
freſhing Reſt to my frail Body, and raiſe 

me up in the Morning with renewed 
Health and Vigour, to return to the Bu- 
ſineſs of the Day in thy Fear. 

And now, O thou my God and Father 
who art in Heaven, and from thence be- 
holdeſt all the Dwellers upon Earth, 
and maketh Proviſion for all thy Crea- 
tures, may thy Name be ſanctify d and 
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glorify'd thro' the whole World. May 
thy Kingdom come, and the Goſpel of 
the great Redeemer be publiſhed among 
all Nations and may thy holy Will be 
done in Earth, as it is in Heaven, and 
the eternal Laws of Godlineſs, Righte- 
ouſneſs, Charity, and Purity, be obey- 
ed here below with that Sincerity, De- 
light and Conſtancy, as they are obſerved 
by the holy Angels above; give me Day 
by Day my daily Bread ; give me neither 
Poverty nor Riches, but feed me with 
Food convenient for me, and having 
Food and Raiment, may I learn there- 
with to be content. Forgive me all my 
Offences againſt thee, and my Tranſgreſ- 
greſſions of thy holy 3 upon the 
Terms of the Goſpel, even as J do ſin- 
cerely forgive thoſe who treſpaſs and of: 
fend againſt me; and let me not fall into 
Sin by the Power of a..y Temptation, 
but deliver me from Evil both natural and 
moral, and lead me in the Paths of Holi- 
neſs and Virtue to the Poſſeſſion and En- 
joyment of everlaſting Life and Happineſs 
thro' Jeſus Chriſt my bleſſed Saviour and 
Redeemer, thro' — I afcribe to thee 
my heavenly Father, the Kingdom, the 
4 Power, and the Glory, for ever and 
cver. Amen. 
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A Prayer for a Perſon in private on any 
other Day of the Week, Morning or Evening. 
MIA gracious and merciful God, 
I come before thee as a Diſciple 
of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt to worſhip thy 
divine Majeſty with all Reverence and 
Humility ; I acknowledge my entire and 
conſtant Dependence on thee, in whom 
I live and move, and have my Being, and 
to whoſe fatherly Care and kind Provi- 
dence I am indebted for my daily Pre- 
ſervation, and all the Mercies that are in 
my Lot. BESS 
I would reflect with Gratitude and 
Praiſe on that Goodneſs and Mercy that 
has followed me all my Life long even 
till now. I would call to my Remem- 
brance the many Inſtances of thy loving 
Kindneſs, of thy Patience, Forbearance, 
and tender Compaſſion which I have 


met with from Timeto Time, and would 
call upon my Soul, and all that is within 


me, to magnify and praiſe thy holy Name; 


bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and forget 
not all his Benefits, who forgiveth all 
thine Iniquities, who healeth all the 
Diſeaſes, who redeemeth thy Life from 

Deſtruction 
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Deſtruction, and crowneth thee with Lo- 
ving-kindneſs and tender Mercies. 

I praiſe and bleſs thee, O Lord, who 
haſt given me Being and Life, who haſt 
imparted to me Reaſon and Underſtand- 
ing, and moral Diſcernment, whereby I 
am capable of knowing and reſemblin 
thee the Fountain and original of all Per- 
fection, and of riſing to high Degrees of 
Happineſs in another State; thou haſt 
made us but a little lower than the An- 
gels, thou haſt crowned us with Glory 
and Honour, thou haſt made us to have 
Dominion over the Work of thy Hands, 
and put the lower animal World in Sub- 


jection to us. 


I thank thee with all my Heart for 
the Means of Improvementin Knowledge 
and Virtye which thou haſt graciouſly 
afforded me, and particularly for the 
great Advantages I enjoy by the Goſpel 
Revelation, whereby I am clearly in- 
ſtructed in the true Religion and all the 
Particulars of my Duty, am fully aſſured 
of another World after this, and ſee the 
Way to be happy in it, by obeying the 


Doctrine and imitating the Example of 


thy beloved Son; O let me not receive 
K 2 this 
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this Grace in vain, nor deſpiſe or neglect 


this great Salvation, but incline my 
Heart to embrace the Offers of the Goſ- 
pel and comply with the wiſe and graci- 
ous Terms of Acceptance laid down in 
it, that being reconciled unto thee, and 
devoted to thy Service and Obedience, I 
may have Peace in my own Mind and 
good Hope of being happy in thy Fa- 
vour hereafter. 

| 1 confeſs I have ſinned againſt thee, 
and tranſgreſſed thy holy Laws in many 
Inſtances, I have greatly failed and come 
ſhort in the Performance of my Duty, 
and have not made that Progreſs in ſpi- 
ritual and moral PerfeCtion that I ought 
to have done and which might reaſon- 
ably have been expected from one who 
hasenjoy'd fuch Advantages for Improve- 
ment. I acknowledge my Tranſgreſſi- 
ons, O Lord, and my Sins are ever be- 
fore me; I take to myſelf Shame and 


Confuſion of Face becauſe I have finned 


againſt thee; God be merciful to me a 
poor Sinner, and according to the Te- 
nor of that Covenant- which hath been 


ſealed” with the Blood of thy Son, par- 
don all my paſt Offences; and enable me 


by thy Grace to break off my Sins by 


Righte- 
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Righteouſneſs, and wherein Ihave: of- 
fended or done Iniquity, to do ſo no 


more; but hereafter to walk in Newneſs 


of Life, and, denying Ungodlineſs and 


worldly Luſts, to live ſoberly, righteouſ- 


ly, and godlily in this preſent World. 


Purity my Heart, O Lord from all 


ſinful Thoughts, Inclinations, and De- 


fires, and from all bad Intentions and De- 


ſigns; deliver me from a ſenſual and 
worldly Mind, and may I be ſpiritually 
and heavenly minded, ſetting my Affec- 
tions on Things above, and not on 
Things on the Earth; deliver me from 


Pride, Inſolence and Self-conceit; and 
may I be modeſt, humble and condeſcend- 


ing; deliver me from ſinful Anger, Wrath, 
and Malice, and from Envy, il! Will, 
Revenge and all Uncharitableneſs, and 
and let Meekneſs and Gentleneſs, For- 
giveneſs and Peaceableneſs, and univer- 


ſal Love and good Will be the prevail- 


ing Temper of my Mind, and give Law 
to all my Words and Actions; deliver 
me from all Guile, Falſhood and Hypo- 
crity, and may I ſtudy Truth in the. 
inward Part, and be ſincere and without 
Offence to the Day of Chriſt; and as. 
the Sum of all Religion, and the belt Se- 
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curity againſt Temptation, let my Mind 
be always poſleſs'd\ with ſuch a Senſe of 
thy Greatneſs and Excellency, and of the 
Perfections of thy Nature, that I may 
love thee with all my Heart and Soul, 
and Strength and Mind, and my Neigh- 
bour as myſelf. 

For what relates to the Things of this 
Life, I would not be anxious about 
what I ſhall eat, or what I ſhall drink, 
or wherewithal I ſhall be cloathed, but 
I would ſeek thy Kingdom, and Righte- 
ouſneſs in the firſt Place, and make Re- 
ligion and Virtue, and Goodneſs, the 
principal Object of my Purſuit, and 
humbly depend on thy good Providence 
for the Supply of all my reaſonable 
Wants and Neceſſities, caſting all my 
Cares and Burthens on thee, who takeſt 
care of all thy Creatures, and art able 
to ſuſtain them. | 

But it becomes me, in Obedience to 
thy Command, and in Teſtimony of my 
univerſal Good-will, to pray for others 
as well as for myſelf; may it pleaſe thee 
to continue the Care of thy Providence 
over the whole World, and to beſtow 
the Bleſſings of thy Goodneſs upon all 
Men every where; may the glad Tid- 
ings 
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ings of Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt be 
publiſhed unto all Nations, and be 
received and ſubmitted to by all who 
hear them ; may the Chriſtian Church- 
es flouriſh and abound in Holineſs and [ 
Virtue, and all good Works, and let | 
Peace, and Love, and Unity and Con- 
cord prevail and reign among them; let 
Britain and Ireland, and the Domini- 1 
ons thereto belonging, be always under (| 
the ſpecial Protection and Care of thy 
good Providence; bleſs our Rulers and 
Governors in civil Affairs, whether ſu- 
preme or ſubordinate, and guide them 
in their Adminiſtration, that they may 
be Miniſters of God to us for good; 
continue to us the Enjoyment of all our ? 
valuable Rights, Privileges and Liberties | 
both civil and religious; and may- we 1 
improve them to our Growth in true 

Piety and Virtue; and give us from | 
Year to Year the kindly Fruits of the 
Farth in their Seaſon: T ſympathize 
with all who are in Trouble or Diſtreſs, 

Lord, heal the Sick, ſupport the Weak, 
provide for the Poor and Needy, be a | 
Father to the Fatherleſs, plead the Cauſe | 
of the injured and helpleis Widow; be a 

Shield to the Stranger, and a Refuge 


to 
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to all-who are oppreſſed; ſtrengthen the 
Minds of thoſe who are under Perſecu- 
tion for Conſcience Sake, and in thy 
good Time. command Deliverances for 
them ; comfort the melancholly, heal 
the broken hearted and wounded in Spi- 
Tit, reſtore to the Exerciſe: of Reaſon 
any who are deprived . of it, and do 
good unto all as their ſeveral Conditions 
and Neceſſities may require. 

And now, O my God, I bleſs thee 
that I am ſtill alive, and have not been 


long before this cut off in the midſt of 


my Sins as I have juſtly. deſerved; I 
bleſs thee that I have the Exerciſe of my 
Reaſon, and the Uſe of my Senſes con- 
tinued to me, and ſo many of the Com- 
torts and Conveniencies of this Life as 
ſerve to render my Paſſage thro' it the 
more caſy and tolerable than otherwiſe 
it could be; I thank thee for my Health 
and Strength, and Food and Raiment, 
that I have an Habitation to dwell in, 
and that as yetthere 1s Peace and Tran- 
quillity in the Country where I live, fo 
that I can lie down and ariſe, and there 
is none to make me afraid, it is thou, O 
Lord, alone who makeſt me to dwell in 
| Satety, 
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from Sin and the pow- 


me, and mine, and all 
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Safety, therefore under the Shadow of 
thy Wings I will put my Truſt. 


For the Morning. 

I thank thee parti- 
cularly for the Reſt 
and Refreſhment of 
this laſt Night, and 
the Return of the 
Morning Light, and 


Protection over me 
throughout this Day, 
to which I commit 
myſelf, and all who 
belong to me; defend 
us from all Evils and 
Dangers, if it be thy 
Will, but eſpecially 


er of Temptation. Be 
pleaſed to bleſs and 
proſper me in all my 
lawful Affairs, eſta- 
bliſh the Work of my 
Hands, yea the Work 
of my Hands eſta- 
bliſh thou it; per- 
fect what Concerns 


thy People, and make 


all 


For the Evening. 


thank thee parti- 
cularly for the Mer- 
cies of the Day paſt, 
and that by thy good 
Providence I am ſafely 
brought to the Con- 
cluſion of it; mer- 
cifully overlook and 
forgive whereinſoever 
I have offended or 
done amiſs; and be 
pleaſed to continue 
thy Protection over 
me thro the following 
Night, grant me a 
quiet and refreſhin 
Reſt to my frail Body, 
and let me be raiſed, 
up the enſuing Morn- 
ing with renewed 
Health and Strength, 
to magnify and praiſe 
thy holy Name, and 
return to the Duties 
of my Place and Sta- 
tion, and the Buſineſs 
thou haſt called me 
to, in thy Fear, and 
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For the Morning. © For! the Evening. 


all Things work toge- with a fincere Deſign 
ther for our Good, to approve myſelf to 


Ithee in Wel- doing. 


1 Mind be duly diſpoſed for all r 
the 285 that may be before me in the 


Courſe of thy — i and let me be 


always ready, with an humble, thankful, 


and contented Mind, to receive Evil 
from thy Hand as well as Good, if thou 
ſhalt think fit to allot it to me, reſigning 
myſelf to thy Will in Ml Things and pa- 


tiently acquieſcing in the wiſe — 


nations of thy Providence concerning me, 
who knoweſt what is beſt and fitteſt for 

every one of us, and haſt a tender Re- 
gard to the Work of thy Hands: But 


by thy Grace to keep myſelf always in 


portant Change, that muſt overtake me 
by Death, and to that End, may I care- 
fully ſtudy to act ſuch a Part on th 

of this World, that when I ſhall come 
to be called off it, I may be able to reflect 
with Satisfaction on a well-ſpent Lite, 


being 
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a due Preparation and Diſpoſition of Mind 
for that great Event, that awful and im- 


e Stage 


and have before me the 8 Hope of 
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being approved in the great Day of Ac- 
counts, and admitted to partake of that 
Joy and Happineſs that is prepared for 
the Righteous in the everlaſting King- 
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
Theſe Things, with whatever thou 


knoweſt to be needful and expedient for 


me, or thoſe in whom I am concerned, 
I humbly requeſt in the Name, and as a 
Diſciple of thy Son Jeſus Chri/?, our 
blefſed and only Mediator, in whoſe . 
comprehenſive Words, I farther pray 
for myſelf an da my Brethren, Our 


F. ather, Se. 


A Morning Prayer for a Child. 


Lord God, Almighty, my Maker, 
e Preſerver, and kind Benefactor, 1 
thank thee for the Reſt and Refreſhment ' 
of this laſt Night, and that by thy good 
Providence I ſee the Light of another 
Day ; I humbly beſeech thee, to con- 
tinue thy Protection over me, and to 


keep me from all Evil, both of Sin and 8 


Danger, this Day, and all the Days of 
my Life, for thy Mercy's fake in Teſus © 
Chriſt, in whoſe Words I farther pray; 

Our Father, who art, GS. 1 
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An Evening Prayer for a Child: 


OST gracious and merciful God, 
1 in whom I live, and move, and 
have my Being ; I thank thee who haſt 
brought me in Health and Safety to the 
Concluſion of this Day; forgive, I be- 
ſeech thee, whatever hath been amiſs 
in any Part of my Behaviour, and grant 
that I may not wilfully offend” again, 
but may be careful to grow every Day 
better, and increaſe in Goodneſs and 
Virtue ; be pleaſed to keep me thro the 
Darkneſs of the Night, and after a quiet 
and refreſhing Sleep, let me awaked 
in the Morning with renewed Health 
and Vigour to praiſe and bleſs thy Holy 
Name, and apply myſelt to learn thy 
| Laws; and do thou incline my Heart 
to love thee, and keep all thy Com- 


mandments always, that it may be well 
with me both here and hereafter. Hear 


me, O Lord, and grant theſe my Re- 


queſts, for thy Merey's fake in eſs 


Chrijt, my blefled Lord and Saviour, 
in whoſe Name and Words I farther 


or 


Our Father e art in Heaven, Ge. 
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A Prayer for a young Perſon in the Mirning, 

taken, with ſome Variations, from the 
Autor of the Great en of 
Hf Religious Life. 


O Lord, my Heavenly Father, I 
humbly adore thee as the Maker, 


and emi of the World, as the 


Author of my Being, the Preſerver of. 
my Life, and the Fountain of all the 
Mercies that I enjoy, I thank thee for 
the Reſt and Refreſhment of the Night 


paſt, and that I am raiſed up in Health 


and Safety to praiſe thy Holy Name, and 
return to the Buſineſs of the Day. 

I bleſs thee for the care of thy Pro- 
Wee over me, and the numberleſs 
Inſtances of thy Goodneſs to me, ever 
ſince I came into the Word, and eſpeci- 
ally for the Advantages I enjoy by the 


Goſpel Revelation, whereby J am clear- 


ly inſtructed in the Knowledge of thee, 
the only living and true God, and of 
Him whom thou ſent to be our Saviour, 
even Teſws Chriſt, thy Son, whom to 
know and . obey, is Life eternal, and 
of all that is neceſſary, to be knownand 


done in order tomy Acceptance with 
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Goodneſs ſo deeply affect my Heart, as 
to engage me effectually to thy Love and 
Obedience. 
I acknowledge, O Lord, that I am 
thine, and not my own, thou haſt made 
me, and not I myſelf; and thou haſt re- 
deemed me with the precious Blood of 
thy Son; I deſire to be thine alſo by the 
free Conſent of my own Mind, in a wil- 
ling Dedication of myſelf to thee, and 
by a conſtant and faithful Endeavour to 
approve myſelf in well-doing to thine 
all-ſeeing Eye. N 
I 6beſeech thee, in thy great Mercy, 
to forgive me all my paſt Offences, upon 
the Terms of thy Son's Goſpel, and ena- 
ble me by thy Grace to bring forth Fruits 
meet for Repentance, and to reform my 
Heart and Life according to thy Holy 
Word. „ 
Hlelp me to remember thee my 
Creator in the Days of my Youth, and to 
devote my early Years to thy Service and 
Obedience, in the Practice of Godlineſs 
and Righteouſneſs, Charity and Purity, 
— Temperance and Humility. Help me 
ever to keep in Mindthe uſeful religious 
Principles which I have learned, and the 
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5 om and virtuous Inſtructions which I 


ave received, and let me never depart 


from thoſe good Ways in which I have 
been taught and accuſtomed to walk: In- 


cline my Heart to the Love and Practice 
of every thing that is right and good, 


and create in me an Hatred and Abhor- 
rence of every thing that is Evil; May 
I be modeſt and obliging in my Behayi- 
our, reſpectful towards my Superiors ; 


dutiful and obedient to my Parents, af- 


fectionate to my Brothers and Siſters ; 
innocent and inoffenſive in my whole 
Converſation ; diligent and faithful in the 
diſcharge of the Duties of that Condition 
and State of Life wherein I am, or may 


be placed; and may I fear, reverence, 


and love thee my God above all Things, 
and be always diſpoſed to do to others, 
as I would reaſonably deſire and ex 


they ſhould do unto me in the like Caſe, 


Be thou the Guide of my Youth, 
and ſecure me againſt the Snares and 


_ Temptations to which I am expoſed, and 
from which Lam in Danger thro Want 


of Experience, and Conſideration, to 
which my Seaſon of Life is incident ; 
And as I defire ever to put my Truſt and 
Confidence in thee, fo I pray that thy 
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good Providence may always take care 
of me; and may I learn to be content- 
ed with my Condition, reſigned to thy 
Diſpoſal in all Events, and thankful to 
thee, who giveſt me whatever I enjoy, 
and knowelt how to make all Things 
work together for my Good. 

Take me, I beſeech thee, into thy 
Protection this Bay; keep me, if it be 
thy Will, in Health and Safety; and may 
a Senſe of thy continual Preſence with 
me, and Inſpection over me, and of the 
Account I muſt hereaſter give to thee, 
the Judge of all, effectually engage me 
ſo to govern allmy Thoughts, and Words 
and Actions, that T may be able to re- 
flect upon them with Satisfaction, at the 
Cloſe of this Day. Al. | 
Let thy Bleſſing be upon every Mem- 
ber of this Family to which J belong; 
bleſs my Parents and all my Friends and 
Relations, and all thy People every where: 
Requite the Kindneſs of my Benefactors, 
and forgive my Enemies, pity all who 
are in Diſtreſs, and do them good as their 
Need may require; I humbly commit 
myſelf, and all I am bound to pray for, 
to thee our God and Governor, in the 
Name of 7eſus Chriſt our Lord and Sa- 
VIOUT 3 
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viour ; and in the Words which he hath 
taught us, I continue to pray for myſelf, 
and lor all Mankind. Our Father who 
art in Heaven, Cc. ctr] 


An Evening Prayer for a youns Perſon, 


talen from the ſame Author, with: 
fome Variations. 


OST merciful and gracious God, 
thy holy Name, and imploring thy 
Bleſſing, Guidance and Protection, fo I 
would end it with an Evening Sacrifice 
of Prayer and Thankſgiving in the Name 
ol thy beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt. 

J praiſe and bleſs thee that thou haſt 
made me capable of knowing thee the 
firſt Cauſe and original of all Things, 


and admiring thy high and adorable Per- 


tections ; of loving thee the Fountain of 
all Good and Happineſs; of obeying thee 


the wiſe and righteous Governor of the 
World; and of enjoying the Communi- 
cations of thy Favour hereaſter in a fu- 
ture and better State; and that thou haſt 


clearly revealed thyſelf to us, and made 
thy Will and Counſel relating to our Sal- 
| vation 
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vation by Feſus Chriſt, known to us; 
and encouraged us to call upon thee in 
his Name, by many Promiſes of a gra- 
cious Acceptance. 3 
I would humbly offer up my thankful 
_ Acknowledgments for the Care of thy 
Providence over me ever ſince I Was 
brought into the World, and particularly 
for the Mercies of the paſt Day, and 
that T am brought in Health, and Peace, 
and Safety to the Conclufion of it; 
bleſſed be thou, O God, who haſt pre- 
ſerved me from tlie many Evils to which 
I am liable, who haſt beſtowed upon 
me many good Things which I have 
not . and haſt granted me many 
Advantages for my Improvement in 
eee and Virtue, eſpecially I 
thank thee for any Thing that thou haſt 
enabled me todo, that is good and ac- 
ceptable in thy Sight, and which I can 
_ rellect upon with Satisſaction. 
O my God, I humbly bewail my ma- 
ny Strayings and Wanderings from the 
Paths of Piety and Virtue, and the ma- 
ny Failings and Imperfections that Ian 
chargeable with; I earneſtly implore 
thy gracious Pardon upon the Terms of 
thy Son's Goſpel; God be merciful to 
5 me 
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me a Sinner, forgive me my Sins, and 
cleanſe me from all Unrighteouſneſs ; 
and particularly I beſeech thee to for- | 

give and mercifully overlook whatever 
thou haſt ſeen amiſs in any Part of my 
Conduct this paſt Day, either in my 
- Thoughts, my Words, or my Actions. 
May a juſt and ſerious Senſe of my | 
Sins, and my great Unworthineſs, keep | 
me always humble, and work in me a 
true and unteigned Repentance, conſiſt- 
ing in a thorough Change of my Heart, 
and Reformation of my Liſe, according 
to thy holy Word; let the Remembrance 
of my paſt Offences, and the Frailty and 
Weakneſs of my Nature, excite me to 
greater Care and Watchfulneſs for the 
Time to come; and do thou confirm 
and (ſtrengthen me in all my good Pur- 
poſes and Reſolutions, that T may not 
follow, or be led, by carnal and world- 
ly Luſts, but may ob2y thy holy Will 
and Commandments, and diligently walk 
in the ſame, all the Days of my Life. O 
Lord, what IT ſee not, be graciouſly 
pleaſed to teach me, and wherein I have 
offended and done Iniquity, grant that TI 
may do fo no more. 
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Leave me not, at any Time, to mys 
ſelf, or to the Power of any Temptati- 
on; preſerve me from ſuch Circumſtan- 
ces as would prove a Snare to me; may 
thy good Spirit be always preſent with 
me, to enlighten my Mind, to ſanctify 
my Affections, to guide me in all my 
Ways, and aſſiſt me in all Virtue and Well- 
doing: Make me duly ſenſible of my en- 
tire and conſtant Dependence on thee, 
that I may always commit myſelf to thy 
Care, and be ever fatisfied with thy Diſ- 
poſal of me. rr 
Teach me ſo to number my Days, 
thatT may apply my Heart unto Wiſdom, 
and as I grow in Years, may I grow in 
Knowledge and Goodneſs ; help me to 
live in a conſtant Preparation for my 
great Change, exerciſing myſelt to have 
always. a Conſcience void of Offence to- 
wards God and Man, and ſo employing 
my Time and Health, and all my Ta- 
lents, as I hall wiſh to have done, when 
I come to die; and whenever thou ſhalt 
think fit to order my Departure hence, 
may I chearfully and willingly anſwer thy 
Call, and thankfully exchange this pre- 
ſent Life for that moſt deſirable State of 
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perfection and Happinefs that will neyer 
have an End, 

Take me, I beſeech thee, into thy gra- 


cious Protection this N ight, keep me in 


Safety under the Shadow of thy Wings, 
and grant me, if it be thy Will, ſuch 
Reſt and Sleep as may refreſh my Body, 
and diſpoſe me for the Duties and Ser- 
vices of the enſuing Day. 

I heartily deſire the good of all Man- 
kind, and pray for the Purit 05 the Peace, 
and Enlargement of theChri 
direct an nd affſ thoſe who are employed 
to miniſter in holy Things, and parti- 
cularly him [or thoſe] under whoſe paſto- 
ral Care I am placed: Bleſs our King 
upon the Throne, and all who are in 
Authority under him, and over us, and 
guide them in their Ad miniſtration ; re- 
lieve and comfort thoſe who are in Af- 
fliction of any Kind, and may their Af- 
flictions turn to their Good ; bleſs my Re- 


lations and Friends, | particularly my Pa- 


rents, and Brethren, and Sifters| reward 


thoſe who have done me Good, or wiſh 
me well, and if T have any Enemies, as I 
do fincerely forgive them, ſo I pray they 
may obtain thy gracious Pardon: Hear 
theſe my Prayers, O Lord, and graci- 

ouſly 
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ouſly accept af me, and all who from pur | 
and upright Hearts call upon thee; inthe: | 
Name of Jeſus Chrift, our Lord, our | 
Saviour, and our Judge, who hath | 
taught us thus to pray both for our. - 
ſelves and others. Our Father who art 
in Heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 
8 come, thy Will be done in 
Earth, as it is in Heaven, give us Day 
by Day our daily Bread. Forgive us, &c. 


A ſhort Prayer for a Servant, 3 
may be uſed Morning or Evening, 


from Biſhop Gibſon. 


M OS gracious God, who in thy 
wiſe and good Providence haſt. 
appointed - unto Mankind their ſeveral 
Stations and Offices in this Life ; I ac- 
knowledge thy Wiſdom and Goadneſs in 
this, and in all other thy Diſpenſations 
towards the Children of Men, and defire 
in all Things to yield a ready and chear- 
ful Submiſſion to thy wiſe and holy Will, 
And to this End, I beſeech thee to en- 
dow me with ſuch a Spirit of Humility, 
Patience, and Contentment, as is ſuita- 
ble to the Condition in which thy Pro- 
vidence hath ſeen fit to place me: Bleſs 
| | me 
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me with Health of Body, and Soundneſs of 
Mind, that T may perform the Offices 
incumbent on me with Chearfulneſs and 
Reſignation, doing my Duty as to thee, 
and not to Men only, and reſting upon 
thy gracious Promiſes for a Reward ok 
my Labour and Obedience. e 

And ſince thro the Frailty of my Na- 

ture, and the manifold Temptations I 
am expoſed to, I cannot always ſtand 
upright, T humbly beſeech thee, out of. 
thy great Goodneſs and Mercy in Chriſt 
Jeſus thy Son, to forgive me all my 
Tranſgreſſions, whether in Thought, 
Word, or Deed; and to enable me by 
the Aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit, to a- 
void them for the Time to come, and to 
be ever growing in Piety and Goodneſs, 
and increaſing in all the Chriſtian Vir- | 
tues, as long, as it ſhall pleaſe thee to 
continue me 1n this World, and when- 
ever thou ſhall think fit to call me hence, 
let me have a joyful Entrance miniſtred 
to me abundantly into the everlaſting. 
Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, D 2 
I thank thee for thy conſtant Care of 
me, and Protection over me, amidſt all 
the Changes, Chances, and Uncertain- 
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ties of this mortal Life ; and particularly. 
for thy Preſervation of me thro the paſt 
Day [or Night] and J beſeech thee to 
eontinue me under the Care of thy good 
Providence, and the Conduct of thy 
holy Spirit, thro the remaining Time of 
my Life in this World, till I be re- 
moved into the Regions of immortal 
Bliſs and Happineſs. All which I hum- 
bly requeſt in the Name, and as a Diſ- 
ciple of Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, in whoſe 
comprehenſive Words J farther pray for 
myſelf and for all Mankind, Our Fa- 
ther who art, &c. r 
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